
 
                Dated: (As per e-sign )

 
कं�यूटर  नबंर /Computer Number : 147001

 
The Chief Wildlife Warden,
Department of Forests,
Aranya Bhawan, Talland,
Shimla - 171 001, Himachal Pradesh,
E-mail: pccfwl-hp@nic.in
 
Subject:- Renewal of recognition of the Dhauladhar Nature Park, Gopalpur, Himachal Pradesh,
under section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 – regarding.
 
Reference:-
1. This office letter No.21-2/2019-CZA(Vol.I)(E)-Part(1)dated 31.03.2021.
2. Application for renewal of recognition was received in this office on January 18,2021   
  from the DCF, Hamirpur Wildlife Division.
3. This office letter no. 21-1/2021-CZA Dated 18-12-2023.
 
Sir,

With the reference to above, it is to inform that recognition of the Dhauladhar
Nature Park, Gopalpur, Himachal Pradesh under section 38-H of the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972 was valid till August 19, 2022. Application for renewal of
recognition was received in this office on January 18,2021 from the DCF, Hamirpur
Wildlife Division.  Sh. R. K Srivastav, IFS(Retd.), deputed by this office has evaluated the
zoo on March 09, 2024. Copy of the Evaluation Report is enclosed herewith for your
perusal and needful action.

 
2.         Evaluation Report of the Dhauladhar Nature Park, Gopalpur, Himachal Pradesh
was placed before the Technical Committee in its 117th Meeting of the Technical
Committee held on January 16,2026. The Technical Committee after detailed
deliberation, made its recommendation to the Central Zoo Authority. Subsequently, the
Central Zoo Authority in its 43rd Meeting held on February 03,2026 has approved
recommendation of the Technical Committee.
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3 .         As per provisions of sub-section (1),(3) and (4) of Section 38-H under the Wild
Life (Protection) Act, 1972, regularized the period after August 19, 2021 and renewed
recognition of the Dhauladhar Nature Park, Gopalpur, Himachal Pradesh as a Small
Category Zoo for a period up to February 03, 2029 subject to compliance with the
following conditions as per the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009 (RZR) and mid-term
evaluation of the zoo.
 

 Sr.
No.

Norm
No.
under
RZR,
2009

Particulars of conditions Time period
to comply

1. 10.11(1)  A documentary should be made by  the Zoo
Depicting efforts done by the Zoo.

One year

2.

10.2(2) Veterinary Officer- on deputation. No Scope of
promotion.
Zoo Biologist- on annual contract/agreement. Policy
for the post is yet to be formulated. This issue led to
the resignation of experienced scientific and technical
posts to leave in pursuit of better opportunities.
Provision for career progression of such staff should
be there.
Moreover, advanced scientific and technical exposure
and training of these posts should be regularly carried
out to maintain the inflow of innovative ideas and
efficient way of working.

One Year

3.
10.3(1) The Zoo officials enquire about the status of Master

Plan and efforts should be put in for its approval so
that further development works can be carried on in
the zoo for the welfare for the housed animals.

Immediately

4.
10.3(7) Rescue centre in the area is required to decrease the

rescue animal burden on the zoo.                                 
                      

One year

5. 10.6(3)  A quarantine facility for birds should be constructed. One year

6.
10.4(8) To avoid housing of animals in sub-standard

enclosure, provision for spacious enclosures with
appropriate upkeep facilities should be done in
welfare of the animals.

One year

7.
10.4(9) Stand off-barrier in front of Emu enclosure should be

constructed, stand-off barrier of other enclosures
should be monitored on routine basis.

Three
months

8.
10.4(10) Information boards for all the floral species in the zoo

should be displayed for improved learning experience
of the visitors.

One year

9.
10.5(4) Provision of secondary holding areas for safe

movement of animals from primary enclosure for
cleaning/feeding /medical procedures

One year

General One year
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10. 10.5(2)  The feed of Lion should not be stored in the indoor
housing facility. Rather, there should be a separate
facility outside the indoor housing area to store it.

11.  10.5(2)
General
 Feed distribution register depicting on time
distribution and feed of suggested quantity to
enclosures should be maintained.

 Immediately

12.  10.5(2)
General
 Random sample testing is being done.
Third Party Sample analysis  is also recommended

Three
months

13.  10.5(3)
Food distribution
Time has to be ensured through regular monitoring.
Feed distribution electric vehicles should be procured

 One year

14.  10.5(5)
Removal of unused feed and excreata
Provision to decompose and make fertilizer of the
leftover feed should be made. Scope for
decomposition site in the zoo may be explored.

 Six months

15.  10.5(9)
Visual observation on daily activity pattern of
animals and preventive healthcare
The annual screening of staff should be done once in
six months.

 Six months

16.
10.6(6) Visual observation on daily activity pattern of

animals and preventive healthcare
A MoU to be signed as for smooth functioning and
better management.

One year

17. 10.6(1)(b)

Veterinary unit with all basic diagnostic facilities,
pharmacy, diagnostic and treatment room,
comprehensive range of drugs, operation theatre and
in-patient wards is in scattered manner. It is
recommended to make a centralized and dedicated
facility to keep  it in more organized manner.

Six months

18. 10.6(1)(b) As part of extensive medical care unit, basic
arrangement are recommended to be installed. One year

19. 10.6(1)(b)

Efforts should be put in for procurement of
equipment’s in this category. Moreover, appropriate
facility to store them should also be created. It is
recommended to make a detailed plan regarding their
procurement based on the priority. Weighing
provision for large species is also recommended.

One year

20. 10.6(3)
Animal restraint
 After referring to other efficient zoos, more modern
animal restraint equipment, accessories and drugs
equipment’s are recommended to be procured.

One year

21. 10.6(6)
Animal restraint
 Advanced training and exposure of the Veterinarian
is recommended

Three
months

22. 10.6(3)
Animal restraint
A dedicated refrigerator for storage of chemical
restraints drugs.
 

Three
months

23. 10.6(6) Visit of the Veterinarian to the eminent and well
managed zoo abroad is strongly recommended.

Three
months

10.6(3) Post mortem facility One year
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24. Need further strengthening and maintenance of post
mortem room. Provision of incinerator should also be
there.25. 10.7(4) Crematorium should be replaced by the incinerator One year

26.
10.6(6) Management, technical and scientific staff should be

exposed annually to well-maintained zoos for
exposure to their efficient management and upkeep
practices.

One year

27.

10.9(2) Good zoos should be consulted regarding the
acquisition of animals based on scientific assessment
of its lineage and genetic relatedness to safeguard
against till effects of in breeding on the zoo
population, through exchange, loading and
accordingly actions should be taken.

Six months

28.
10.9(4) For the welfare of the un paired species, targeted

zoos should be contacted through CZA. Other zoos
should be contacted immediately to find suitable pair
for the species. Provision of loaning can be explored.

Immediately

29.

10.9(9) Although the provision of gender segregation in
Sambhar enclosure is in place but the current
population size and its gradual increase is a matter of
concern. The Zoos in need should be contacted and
the population should be spared.

Six months

30. 10.9(10) Dedicated emergency plan should be formulated on
immediate basis.

One year

31. 10(10)
Technical and scientific staff in collaboration with the
eminent institutes should formulate and research
plan.

 One year

32. 10(10)

Scope of carrying out collaborative research to evolve
innovative strategies for providing the animals housed
in the zoo a better quality of life, enhanced longevity,
higher genetic and behavioral viability and improved
reproduction potential should be explored.

One year

33.
10.1(5) The perimeter wall of 2 m height along the nallah

boundary should be constructed with spiral bladed
fencing on top for proper protection of zoo.

One year

34.
10.4(2) Nature landscape should be developed in enclosure

housing Turtle, Pheasantry, Leopard, etc. using
vegetative and natural materials like logs, stones etc.

Six months

35.

10.4(3) The zoo should have firefighting equipment in case of
fire accidents in the zoo. The zoo should also conduct
mock drills for disaster management. A SOP for
emergency exit plan should be formulated at mock
drills of the same to be practiced on routine basis.

Three
months

36.
10.4(2) The current enclosure of the Himalayan Griffon is still

not sufficient and provision of a spacious enclosure
should be done in the zoo premise or may be shifted
to another zoo having appropriate housing facility.

One year

37. 10.5(9)
All the staff handling animals should be screened
against zoonotic disease at least twice a year and
records should be maintained.

Once year

38.

10.6(1) A Zoo hospital should be constructed at the earliest
so that proper medical facilities for the zoo animals
can be provided.
Veterinary facility should be strengthened. Right from

One year
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basic to advance, all the facilities in the capacity of a
small zoo should be there.

39.

10.6(3) Isolation and quarantine facility should be made
available immediately for treatment and care of
rescued animals. The number of quarantines should
be increased with at least minimum area of housing 
as per guidelines.

One year

40.

10.6(6) The Zoo should sign an MoU with animal science
university to promote research activities in the zoo. A
committee should be in place.
The scope of research activities should be explored in
collaboration with these and other renowned
institutions.

One year

41. 10.9(9)
It seems, the population size of Sambar is more than
the carrying capacity of a small category zoo. Efforts
to be put in to spare the population to other zoos.

Three
months

42.
10.12(1) The parking facility should be developed by

expanding the present parking area so that proper
regulation of tourist vehicle can be done.
Also, provision of digital payment should be practiced.

One year

43.

10.12(2) The zoo director should ensure that the snake anti-
venom is available in the centre at all the time. As
followed in other zoos, this should be kept in the zoo
premises. The Zoo veterinarian should be trained to
use the anti-venom injection as and when required.
Till them, the Doctors from nearby hospitals informed
and kept ready if any situation arises.

Three
months

44. 10.12(1) Feeding room for mothers should be there Six months

45. 10.12(1) In such an undulating terrain, more facilities for
specially disabled people should be there. Six months

   

A half-yearly compliance report to the Central Zoo Authority on implementation of
the aforesaid conditions shall be submitted by the zoo.

 
5. The Dhauladhar Nature Park, Gopalpur, Himachal Pradesh shall comply with such
standards and normsas are or may be specified or imposed, by or under the provisions
of the Wild Life (Proctection) Act, 1972 or the rules made thereunder; and the zoo
operator shall comply with the directions and guidelines issued by the Central Zoo
Authority from time to time, for the purpose of maintenance and upkeep of the Zoo.
 
6. The renewal of recognition of the Dhauladhar Nature Park, Gopalpur, Himachal
Pradesh for period beyond February 03,2029 would be considered on the basis of
compliance of the conditions stated above and general performance of the zoo.
 
7. The recognition of the Dhauladhar Nature Park, Gopalpur, Himachal Pradesh shall be
revoked by the Central Zoo Authority at any point of time if the Zoo Operator is found not
complying with the stipulated conditions.
 
 
 
 
 

19-33/93-CZA(97)(NE) I/163889/2026

5

File No. 19-33/93-CZA(97)(NE) (Computer No. 147001)

Generated from eOffice by VIVEK GOEL, DPA(VG)-CZA, Data Processing Assistant, MOEFCC on 21/04/2026 12:19 pm



 
 
 
This is for your information and appropriate action.
 
 
Encl: As Above
 

 
Yours sincerely,

 
 

 
 
 

(डॉ. वी. �ेम�ट  बेन/Dr. V. Clement Ben)
सद�य स�चव/Member Secretary

 
 
Copy for information/necessary action to :-
 
1.     The Additional Chief Secretary to the Government of Himachal Pradesh,
Department of Forests, Himachal Pradesh Government Secretariat, Shimla – 171 002,
E-mail: forestsecy-hp@nic.in [Zoo Operator of the Dhauladhar Nature Park, Gopalpur
under Rule 2(m)(III) of the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009].
 
2.The Member Secretary, Himachal Pradesh Zoos, Conservation and Breeding Society,
Shimla – 171 001, Himachal Pradesh, E-mail: hpzcbsshimla@gmail.com.
 
3.The Deputy Conservator of Forests, Hamirpur Wildlife Division and Officer in-charge,
Dhauladhar Nature Park, Gopalpur Post, District Kangra, Himachal Pradesh, E-mail:
rodnpgopalpur@gmail.com , dfohamirpurwildlife@gmail.com

19-33/93-CZA(97)(NE) I/163889/2026

6

File No. 19-33/93-CZA(97)(NE) (Computer No. 147001)

Generated from eOffice by VIVEK GOEL, DPA(VG)-CZA, Data Processing Assistant, MOEFCC on 21/04/2026 12:19 pm



Computer No. 153933

 
Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

B-1 Wing, 6th Floor,
Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi – 110 003,
Telephone: +91-11-24367846/51/52, E-mail: cza@nic.in 

         Dated March 31, 2021
To
The Chief Wildlife Warden,
Department of Forests, 
Aranya Bhawan, Talland,  
Shimla - 171 001, Himachal Pradesh,
E-mail: pccfwl-hp@nic.in

 
Subject: Renewal of recognition of the Dhauladhar Nature Park, Gopalpur, Himachal Pradesh,
under Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 – regarding

 
Reference:

1. This Office Memorandum F.No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I) dated August 25, 2020

2. This Office letter F.No.21-2/2019-CZA(AK)/2045/2020 dated January 6, 2020

3. This Office letter F.No.19-33/93-CZA(97)(Vol-II)(PKR)/2932/2018 dated April 16, 2018 

4. Application vide letter No.5143 dated January 13, 2021 from the DCF, Hamirpur Wildlife Division
 
Sir,

With  reference  to  above,  the  undersigned  is  directed  to  inform  that  recognition  of  the
Dhauladhar  Nature  Park,  Gopalpur,  Himachal  Pradesh  under  Section  38-H  of  the  Wild  Life
(Protection) Act, 1972, was valid till March 22, 2020. Application dated January 13, 2021 received in
this office from the DCF, Hamirpur Wildlife Division, for renewal of recognition. Shri Rashmi Kant
Shukla, IFS (Retired), evaluating officer/s deputed by this office has evaluated the zoo on March 4 and
5, 2020. Copy of the Evaluation Report is enclosed herewith for your perusal and needful action.

 
2.         Evaluation Report of the Dhauladhar Nature Park, Gopalpur was placed before the Technical

Committee  in  its  96th Meeting  held  on  July  30,  2020.  The  Technical  Committee,  after  detailed
deliberation, made its recommendation to the Central Zoo Authority. 

 
3.         This office issued Office Memorandum F.No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I) dated August 25, 2020

regarding renewal  of  recognition of the zoo.  Subsequently,  the  Central  Zoo Authority,  in  its  37 th

Meeting held on December 7, 2020, in exercise of powers conferred under sub-section (1), (3) and (4)
of  Section  38-H  under  the  Wild  Life  (Protection)  Act,  1972,  approved  recommendation  of  the
Technical Committee.
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4.         The Central  Zoo Authority  has  regularised the period after  March 22,  2020 and renewed
recognition of the Dhauladhar Nature Park, Gopalpur as a Small Zoo for a period up to  August 19,
2022  subject  to compliance with following conditions as per the Recognition of Zoo Rules,  2009
(RZR) and mid-term evaluation of the zoo. 
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5.         A  compliance  report  to  the  Central  Zoo  Authority  on  implementation  of  the  aforesaid
conditions shall be submitted by the zoo within three months of issue of this letter followed by half-
yearly report.

 
6.         The renewal of recognition of the Dhauladhar Nature Park, Gopalpur for period beyond August
19, 2022 as a Small Zoo would be considered on the basis of compliance of the conditions stated
above and general performance of the zoo. 

 
7.         The recognition of the Dhauladhar Nature Park, Gopalpur shall be revoked by the Central Zoo
Authority  at  any  point  of  time  if  the  Zoo  Operator  is  found  not  complying  with  the  stipulated
conditions.

 
This issues with approval of the competent authority.

 
Encls. As above

Yours sincerely

 
(Dr. Sonali Ghosh)

Deputy Inspector General of Forests
Copy for information / necessary action to:

 
1. The Additional Chief Secretary to the Government of Himachal Pradesh, Department of Forests,
Himachal  Pradesh Government  Secretariat,  Shimla – 171 002,  E-mail:  forestsecy-hp@nic.in  [Zoo
Operator of the Dhauladhar Nature Park, Gopalpur under Rule 2(m)(III) of the Recognition of Zoo
Rules, 2009]
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2. The Member Secretary, Himachal Pradesh Zoos, Conservation and Breeding Society, Shimla – 171
001, Himachal Pradesh, E-mail: hpzcbsshimla@gmail.com

 
3. The Deputy Conservator of Forests, Hamirpur Wildlife Division and Officer in-charge, Dhauladhar
Nature Park, Gopalpur Post, District Kangra, Himachal Pradesh, E-mail: rodnpgopalpur@gmail.com ,
dfohamirpurwildlife@gmail.com 

 
4. The DPA, O/o CZA – to update database and to upload on official website of the CZA.

 
5. File No.19-33/93-CZA (97) – for record

                                                                                                                      
                                 sd/-

(Dr. Sonali Ghosh)
Deputy Inspector General of Forests
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