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Government of India
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change 

Dated: (As per the digital sign)
कं यूटर नबंर /Computer Number : 147086

 
The Chief Wildlife Warden,
Department of Forests,
Aranya Bhawan, Talland,
Shimla - 171 001, Himachal Pradesh,
E-mail: pccfwl-hp@nic.in

Subject:- Renewal of recognition of  Himalayan Nature Park, Kufri, Himachal
Pradesh, under Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 - reg.
 
Reference:

1. Application vide your letter no. /WLM/143/2448 dated 28.07.2023
2. This office letter No. File No.21-2/2019-CZA(Vol.I)(E)-Part(1) dated 31.03.2021.

Sir/Madam,

With reference to above, the recognition of the Himalayan Nature Park, Kufri, Himachal
Pradesh, under Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, was valid till August
19, 2022. Application for renewal of recognition was received in this office on July 28,
2023. Dr. Rashmi Kant Shukla, IFS (Retd.) was deputed by this office to evaluate the zoo
on September 22 to 25, 2025. Copy of the Evaluation Report is enclosed herewith for
your perusal and needful action.

Evaluation Report of the Himalayan Nature Park, Kufri, Himachal Pradesh, was placed
before the Technical Committee in its 117th Meeting held on January 16, 2026. The
Technical Committee, after detailed deliberation, made its recommendation to the
Central Zoo Authority. Subsequently, the Central Zoo Authority in its 43 rd Meeting held
on February 3rd, 2026 has approved recommendation of the Technical Committee.

As per provisions of sub-section (1), (3) and (4) of Section 38-H under the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972, the period after August 19, 2022 is regularized and renewed
recognition of the Himalayan Nature Park, Kufri, Himachal Pradesh as a  Small Zoo for a
period up to February 3, 2029 subject to compliance with following conditions as per the
Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009 (RZR) and mid-term evaluation of the zoo.
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Sr.
No

Norm No.
under

RZR,2009

Particulars of conditions Time
Period to
Comply

1. Animal housing, display of animal and animal enclosures

1 4.1 It has been observed that the Poly carbonated Sheet
installed for visitor viewing extends beyond the support
wall of the sheet. It is recommended that the support
wall structure be increased upto the height of Poly 
carbonated Sheet for proper strengthening.

6 Months

 

 

2 4.1 Furthermore, the parapet wall supporting the poly
carbonated sheet presents a potential safety risk, as it
can be easily climbed by visitors and may not withstand
excessive load. To mitigate this, the wall design may be
tapered or modified to discourage climbing and
enhancing structural safety.

6 Months

 

3 4.1 To enhance the visitor experience, laminated viewing
windows should be installed at the Leopard and
Pheasantry enclosures.

18 Months

 

4 4.2 In the Round Pheasantry existing sub-partition may be
removed to comply with CZA space norms in order to
provide a more open and enriched habitat for the
pheasant movement.

18 Months

5 4.2 The Himalayan Griffon Vultures are currently housed
under a temporary make shift arrangement since long
the process for constructing a dedicated vulture
enclosure, in accordance with CZA guidelines, should
be expedited immediately to ensure appropriate
housing and species-specific care in the interest of
endangered species which is a large bird.

2 years

6 4.10 The herbivore enclosure, which houses mixed species,
requires more than one in number of informative
signages featuring photographs and names of each
specific animal to enhance visitor awareness and
engagement.

3 months

2. Upkeep and healthcare of animals

7 5.2 It has been observed that the green fodder supplied
currently lacks proper weighing scale due to the
absence of a weighing scale at the spot. To ensure
accuracy and transparency, it is recommended that a
digital platform scale be installed with a proper shed
over it to protect the equipment from rain, and snow etc.

6 months

8 5.2 A dedicated register should be maintained to record the
daily supply of green fodder with time, including its
weight and variety. This must be recorded daily by the
in- charge of the concerned Herbivore section to ensure
proper documentation and monitoring of supply.

Immediately
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3. Veterinary and infrastructure facilities  

  9 6.1 The current placement of the Operation Theatre in a
common area compromises aseptic conditions, and the
absence of roof-mounted OT lights further limits surgical
efficiency. It is recommended to construct a dedicated
operation theatre along with a sterilization room, which
may be achieved by expanding the existing facility to
meet standard veterinary surgical requirements.

2 Years

10 6.1 Currently, there is no dedicated Nursery facility for the
rearing of rescued or orphaned newborn animals
attached to the hospital. It is therefore advisable on
priority to construct such a facility adjacent to the
existing hospital building to ensure timely care and
proper rehabilitation of neonates.

2 Years

11 6.1(b) To strengthen veterinary care and ensure the well-being
of animals, the procurement of essential equipment
such as a portable ultrasound machine, digital portable
X-ray unit, and oxygen support cylinders is highly
recommended,

1 Year

4. Acquisition and breeding of animals  

12 9.4 The rescued, hand-reared Brown Bear (Male) currently
requires to be paired. Accordingly, a proposal may be
initiated by the competent authority through the CZA to
facilitate pairing through inter-Zoo animal exchange,
since HNP Kufri is a Co-ordinating Zoo for the
Conservation Breeding of Brown Bear. Environment is
very conducive for the breeding of the Brown Bear.

4 Months

 

 

 

13 9.4 Similarly, the pairing of the male Musk deer and male
Himalayan Tahr requires attention. For the Musk Deer
pairing, coordination with the Musk deer Research
Centre, Mehroori, District-Bageshwar, Uttarakhand
under the Department of AYUSH, GOI may be
requested for formal pairing. Request should be
initiated by the Competent Authority of HPFD, without
delay for the acquisition of a female Musk Deer under
the regular intimation to CZA.

4 Months

5. Education and outreach activities  

14 11.1 Digital display panels to be installed at the Museum to
showcase photographs of trophies along with their
classifications, providing engaging and informative
content about the museum and interpretation center for
all visitors and same to be installed near Souvenir Shop
for Divyang Jan for their information.

18 Months

 

 

15 11.1 To protect wildlife and preserve the natural beauty of
the Zoo, visitors are strictly advised not to carry plastic
items such as drinking water bottles, plastic wrappers,
eatables in plastic wrappers or any other plastic
materials within the Zoo premises. Prominent signage

6 Months
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and information boards should be displayed at the
parking area and ticket counters, clearly informing
visitors of regulation under Section 38 J of The Wild Life
(Protection)Act, 1972.

16 11.1 The Museum/Interpretation Centre within the Zoo needs
a complete modification, to enhance its overall
appearance and functionality.

2 Years

 

17 11.1 The museum houses an impressive collection of small
animals and others exibits; however, all existing
trophies require restoration by a qualified taxidermist to
maintain their quality and appearance. Skilled
Taxidermist-Veterinarians are available in places like
Mumbai and Mysore and may be contacted for their
professional services.

2 Years

 

 

18 11.1 Furthermore, proper classification and labelling of the
displayed trophies-such as categorizing them into
carnivores, ungulates, avians, etc. should be
implemented to ensure an organized and educational
presentation.

1 Year

 

 

19 11.1 It is also recommended that specific registered trophies
available within the State organizations/individuals who
are willing to donate to the HPFD can be approach
through the office of CWLW(HP) within the framework
of rules.   Thereafter, desired registered trophies can be
a part of the museum/interpretation center in the Zoo. It
may be noted as a policy decision; the issue may be
initiated by the Zoo Operator. Relevant records for
these Trophies are available with the Chief Wildlife
Warden (CWLW), Himachal Pradesh.

6 Months

20 11.1 The Stage Platform of the 3D Theatre should be
modified to accommodate a wider range of activities,
including forest-related events, skill development
training, and educational classes, thereby maximising
its utility as a multifunctional space.

18Months

21 11.1 The canteen space adjacent to 3D Theatre is non-
functional at present. It should be energised since it is
located at the right place for the visitors to utilise before
exiting out of the Zoo premises. The canteen operator
should be made responsible so that no solid waste as a
litter go out of the canteen area.

6 Months

6. Visitors Facility  

22 12.1 Ensure that the souvenir shop is made accessible to
Divyang visitors, by constructing a ramp along the
staircase outside the souvenir shop.

6 Months

 

23 12.1 It is suggested to introduce a distinct colored entry ticket
to facilitate and identify Divyang access with dignity to
enter at the specified entry points.

6 Months
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24 12.1 Facilities such as accessible toilets and drinking water
stations should be clearly identified and prominently
displayed for Divyang visitors.

3 months

25 12.1 To minimise the risk of contamination within the Zoo
premises, the installation of a footbath at the entry point
is essential and should be incorporated as a preventive
hygiene measure.

4Months

26 12.1 To enhance visitor experience and awareness, it is re
commended that the total distance within the Zoo along
the path be clearly displayed at both the entry point,
enabling visitors to plan their visit more effectively.

3 Months

27 12.1 A layout Plan of the HNP, Kufri should be displayed at
the Entry Point subjected to the approval of Master
Layout Plan by the CZA.

6 Months

28 12.3 Specially designed viewing platforms at the viable
locations should be created to enable wheelchair users
to comfortably enjoy the Zoo and its surroundings
considering the hilly terrain of the Zoo.

2 Years

Other observations

29  To enhance the diversity and visual appeal of the Zoo,
the introduction of additional exotic bird species keeping
CZA norms into view is recommended. In this regard,
coordination with Nawab Wajid Ali Shah Zoological
Garden, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, may be initiated for
possible acquisition and exchange.

1 Year

30  Zoo operator is requested to allocate appropriate funds
to HNP Kufri, enabling the timely execution of essential
tasks and developmental initiatives within a given time
frame.

In two
Financial

Years

 

A half-yearly compliance report to the Central Zoo Authority on implementation of the
aforesaid conditions shall be submitted by the zoo.

 

The Himalayan Nature Park, Kufri, Himachal Pradesh shall comply with such standards
and norms as specified or imposed by or under the provisions of the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972 or the rules made thereunder, and the zoo operator shall comply
with the directions and guidelines issued by the Central Zoo Authority from time to time,
for the purpose of maintenance and upkeep of the zoo.

 

The renewal of recognition of the Himalayan Nature Park, Kufri, Himachal Pradesh for
period beyond February 3, 2029 would be considered on the basis of compliance of the
conditions stated above and general performance of the zoo.

 

The recognition of the Himalayan Nature Park, Kufri, Himachal Pradesh shall be revoked
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by the Central Zoo Authority at any point of time if the Zoo Operator is found not
complying with the stipulated conditions.

 

This is for your information and appropriate action.

Encl: As above

Yours sincerely

 

 

(डॉ. िव. $ेम�ट  बेन / Dr. V. Clement Ben)
सद'य स�चव / Member Secretary

Copy for information / necessary action to:

1. The Additional Chief Secretary to the Govt. of Himachal Pradesh, Department
of Forests, Himachal Pradesh Government Secretariat, Shimla - 171002 (E-
mail:  forestsecy-hp@nic.in ) [Zoo Operator of the Himalayan Nature Park, Kufri,
Himachal Pradesh under Rule 2(m)(III) of the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009]

2. The Member Secretary, Himachal Pradesh Zoos, Conservation and Breeding
Society, Shimla – 171001, Himachal Pradesh (E-mail: hpzcbsshimla@gmail.com)

3. The Divisional Forest Officer, Shimla Wildlife Division and Officer in-charge,
Himalayan Nature Park, Kufri – 171012, Himachal Pradesh (E-mail:
dfowlshimla@gmail.com, dfoshi-hp@nic.in)

4. The DPA, O/o CZA - to update database and to upload on official website of the
CZA.
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Computer No. 153933

 
Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

B-1 Wing, 6th Floor,
Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi – 110 003,
Telephone: +91-11-24367846/51/52, E-mail: cza@nic.in

         Dated March 31, 2021
To
The Chief Wildlife Warden,
Department of Forests, 
Aranya Bhawan, Talland,  
Shimla - 171 001, Himachal Pradesh,
E-mail: pccfwl-hp@nic.in

 
Subject:  Renewal  of  recognition  of  the  Himalayan  Nature  Park,  Kufri,  Himachal  Pradesh,
under Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 – regarding

 
Reference:

1. This Office Memorandum F.No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I) dated August 25, 2020

2. This Office letter F.No.21-2/2019-CZA(AK)/2045/2020 dated January 6, 2020

3. This Office letter F.No.19-29/93-CZA(96)(Vol-VI)(PKR)/2890/2018 dated April 9, 2018 

4. Letter No.WLM/143/636 dated June 12, 2020 from the Divisional Forest Officer, Shimla Wildlife 
Division

 
Sir,

With  reference  to  above,  the  undersigned  is  directed  to  inform  that  recognition  of  the
Himalayan Nature Park, Kufri, Himachal Pradesh under Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection)
Act, 1972, was valid till March 22, 2020. Shri Rashmi Kant Shukla, IFS (Retired), evaluating officer
deputed by this office has evaluated the zoo on February 27 and 28, 2020. Copy of the Evaluation
Report is enclosed herewith for your perusal and needful action.

 
2.         Evaluation  Report  of  the  Himalayan Nature  Park,  Kufri  was  placed  before  the  Technical

Committee  in  its  96th Meeting  held  on  July  30,  2020.  The  Technical  Committee,  after  detailed
deliberation, made its recommendation to the Central Zoo Authority. 

 
3.         This office issued Office Memorandum F.No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I) dated August 25, 2020

regarding renewal  of  recognition of the zoo.  Subsequently,  the  Central  Zoo Authority,  in  its  37 th

Meeting held on December 7, 2020, in exercise of powers conferred under sub-section (1), (3) and (4)
of  Section  38-H  under  the  Wild  Life  (Protection)  Act,  1972,  approved  recommendation  of  the
Technical Committee.
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4.         The Central  Zoo Authority  has  regularised the period after  March 22,  2020 and renewed
recognition of the Himalayan Nature Park, Kufri as a Small Zoo for a period up to August 19, 2022
subject to compliance with following conditions as per the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009 (RZR) and
mid-term evaluation of the zoo. 
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5.         A  compliance  report  to  the  Central  Zoo  Authority  on  implementation  of  the  aforesaid
conditions shall be submitted by the zoo within three months of issue of this letter followed by half-
yearly report.

 
6.         The renewal of recognition of the Himalayan Nature Park, Kufri for period beyond August 19,
2022 as a Small Zoo would be considered on the basis of compliance of the conditions stated above
and general performance of the zoo. 

 
7.         The recognition of the Himalayan Nature Park, Kufri shall be revoked by the Central Zoo
Authority  at  any  point  of  time  if  the  Zoo  Operator  is  found  not  complying  with  the  stipulated
conditions.

 
This issues with approval of the competent authority.

 
Encls. As above

Yours sincerely

 

 
 

(Dr. Sonali Ghosh)
Deputy Inspector General of Forests

 
Copy for information / necessary action to:

 
1. The Additional Chief Secretary to the Government of Himachal Pradesh, Department of Forests,
Himachal  Pradesh Government  Secretariat,  Shimla – 171 002,  E-mail:  forestsecy-hp@nic.in  [Zoo
Operator of the Himalayan Nature Park, Kufri under Rule 2(m)(III) of the Recognition of Zoo Rules,
2009]

 
2. The Member Secretary, Himachal Pradesh Zoos, Conservation and Breeding Society, Shimla – 171
001, Himachal Pradesh, E-mail: hpzcbsshimla@gmail.com
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3. The Divisional Forest Officer, Shimla Wildlife Division and Officer in-charge, Himalayan Nature
Park, Kufri – 171 012, Himachal Pradesh, E-mail: dfowlshimla@gmail.com , dfoshi-hp@nic.in 

 
4. The DPA, O/o CZA – to update database and to upload on official website of the CZA.

 
5. File No.19-29/93-CZA(96) – for record

                                                                                                                      
                                 sd/-

(Dr. Sonali Ghosh)
Deputy Inspector General of Forests
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