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Government of India
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change

 Dated: (As per the digital sign)
कं ​यूटर नबंर /Computer Number : 146962

The Chief Wildlife Warden,
Aranya Bhawan, Block -A, 1st Floor,
Opp. St. Xavier’s School, Sector -10,
Gandhinagar – 382010, Gujarat
E-mail: cwlwguj@gmail.com
 
Subject:- Renewal of recognition of Rajkot Zoological Park, Rajkot, Gujarat, under
Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 - reg.

Reference:

1. This Office letter F. No. 19-48/92-CZA(75)(NE) dated 12.12.2022
2. Application vide letter No. RMC/EZ/ZOO/VT/NO.1030 dated December 4, 2024.

Sir/Madam,

With reference to above, the recognition of the Rajkot Zoological Park, Rajkot, Gujarat,
under Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, was valid till December 7,
2024. Application for renewal of recognition was received in this office vide reference (2)
cited above. Dr. Vilas S Bardekar, IFS (Retd.) was deputed by this office to evaluate the
zoo on January  15-17, 2026. Copy of the Evaluation Report is enclosed. 

Evaluation Report of the Rajkot Zoological Park, Rajkot, Gujarat, was placed before the
Technical Committee in its 119 th Meeting held on February 18th, 2026. The Technical
Committee, after detailed deliberation, made its recommendation to the Central Zoo
Authority. Subsequently, the Central Zoo Authority in its 44 th Meeting held on February
28th, 2026 has approved recommendation of the Technical Committee.
 
As per provisions of sub-section (1), (3) and (4) of Section 38-H under the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972, the period after December 7, 2024 is regularized and renewed
the recognition of Rajkot Zoological Park, Rajkot, Gujarat as a Small Zoo for a period up
to February 28, 2027 to be followed by mid-term review by the Technical Committee
regarding compliance with following conditions and based on performance, to consider
extension of renewal for a period of two years. Also, the renewal of recognition is subject
to compliance with following conditions as per the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009 (RZR)
and mid-term evaluation of the zoo.
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Sr.
No.

Norm
No. Particulars of conditions Time Period

to Comply

2. Administrative and Staffing Pattern

1 2.1
The Zoo Director's financial powers should be increased
to enable more effective, timely and efficient zoo
management. 

Immediately

4. Animal housing, display of animals and animal enclosures

2 4 (a)
The zoo authority shall advise changing or repairing the
old exhibits' chain-link fence and improving maintenance
to ensure safety. 

Six months

3 4.10 More interactive and informative signages should be
introduced within various parts of the zoo. Six months 

6. Veterinary and infrastructure facilities

4 6.1 The zoo officials shall ensure procurement of all the
deficient equipment for hospital as necessary for them. At earliest

5 6.6 Zoo officials shall advise to expedite the process of MoU
with Veterinary University and complete the MoU. Six months

6 6.6 (b)
Zoo officials shall attend more exposure and training
programs by Wildlife Institutes or Veterinary Institutes in
India. 

One Year

9. Acquisition and breeding of animals

7 9.4
Zoo authority shall advise to pair all single and unpaired
animals at earliest. CZA should look after such things at
the earliest. 

Six months

8 9.6
Zoo authorities are directed to prepare the scientific
conservation breeding plan in consultation with the Co-
ordinating Zoo, with prior approval of CZA.

Six months

11. Education and outreach activities

9 11.1 Butterflies / Marine / ARVR and other interactive activities
can be incorporated in the Interpretation centre. At earliest

10 11.1(a) Zoo authority shall advise to prepare comprehensive
education plan. Six months

12. Visitors facilities

11 12.1

At present visitor's entry rates found very low, hence zoo
authorities shall advise to consider a reasonable increase
in visitor entry fees at par with other zoos to ensure
sustainable maintenance, efficient operations and
improved care of animals within the zoo. 

At earliest
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A half-yearly compliance report to the Central Zoo Authority on implementation of the
aforesaid conditions shall be submitted by the zoo.

The Rajkot Zoological Park, Rajkot, Gujarat shall comply with such standards and norms
as are or may be specified or imposed, by or under the provisions of the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972 or the rules made thereunder, and the zoo operator shall comply
with the directions and guidelines issued by the Central Zoo Authority from time to time,
for the purpose of maintenance and upkeep of the zoo.

The renewal of recognition of the Rajkot Zoological Park, Rajkot, Gujarat for period
beyond February 28, 2027 would be considered on the basis of compliance of the
conditions stated above and general performance of the zoo.

The recognition of the Rajkot Zoological Park, Rajkot, Gujarat shall be revoked by the
Central Zoo Authority at any point of time if the Zoo Operator is found not complying with
the stipulated conditions.

This is for your information and appropriate action.

Encl: As above
Yours sincerely

 
 

 
 
 

(डॉ. वी $ेम�ट  बेन / Dr. V. Clement Ben)
सद'य स�चव / Member Secretary

Copy for information / necessary action to:

1. The Principal Secretary to Government of Gujarat, Department of Urban
Development & Urban Housing, 14th Block, 9th Floor, Sachivalaya, Gandhinagar,
Gujarat E- mail:securban@gujarat.gov.in ['Zoo Operator' of the Rajkot Zoological
Park under Rule 2(m)(iii) of the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009]

2. The Zoo Director, Rajkot Zoological Park, Office of Zoo Superintendent, Near
Marketing Yard, Rajkot – 360003, Gujarat. (E-mail: rajkotzoo@yahoo.com) 

3. The DPA, O/o CZA - to update database and to upload on official website of the
CZA.
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Computer No: 146962
Government of India

Ministry of Environment Forest & Climate Change
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

***
 
 

B-1 Wing, 6th Floor,
Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road,
New Delhi – 110 003. 

Telephone: +911124367846/51/52
cza@nic.in

Date: 12/12/2022
To,
 
The Chief Wildlife Warden, 
Department of Forests and Environment, 
Government of Gujarat, 
Aranya Bhawan, 
Block -A, 1st Floor, 
Opp. St. Xavier’s School, Sector -10, 
Gandhinagar – 382010, Gujarat. 
(E-mail: cwlwguj@gmail.com)

 
Subject:  Renewal of recognition of the Rajkot Zoological Park, Rajkot, Gujarat under

Section 38-H(1),(3)&(4) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 for period beyond 19th

August, 2021- regarding.
Ref.:
1. This office letter no. 21-1/2021-CZA, Computer no. 158516, dated 17.03.2022. 
2. Letter No. RMC/EZ/ZOO/VET/No.556 dated September 3, 2021, received from Zoo 

Superintendent, Rajkot Zoological Park, Rajkot, Gujarat. 
3. This Office Memorandum File No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I), dated 25.08.2020. 

 
Sir/Madam,
 

With  reference  to  above,  I  am  directed  to  inform  that  the  recognition  of  Rajkot

Zoological Park, Rajkot, Gujarat was accorded up to August 19th, 2021 vide reference no. 3
above.  The  application  for  the  renewal  of  recognition  of  Rajkot  Zoological  Park,  Rajkot,

Gujarat for the period beyond August 19th, 2021 was received by this office vide reference
no. 2 above.  
 

Shri Vikram Singh Gaur, IFS(Retd.),Former PCCF, Jharkhand was deputed by this
office to carry out the evaluation of the Rajkot Zoological Park, Rajkot, Gujarat vide CZA

letter at reference no. 1 above. The Zoo was accordingly evaluated on April 5th, 2022.

 
The evaluation  report  (copy enclosed)  as submitted by the evaluation  officer  was
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deliberated in the 106th meeting of the Technical Committee of the Central Zoo Authority

held  on  September  27th,  2022.  The  Technical  Committee  after  detailed  deliberations
recommended to the Central Zoo Authority for the renewal of recognition of Rajkot Zoological

Park, Rajkot, Gujarat for a period of two years and to regularise the period after August 19 th,
2021, subject to compliance with observation/ recommendation in the table below and mid-
term evaluation. The members also recommended that the Zoo Operator may be directed to
submit half-yearly compliance report with respect to observation/ recommendation stipulated
while renewal of recognition.
 

Subsequently,  the  recommendation  of  106th  Technical  Committee  Meeting  was
approved by the Chairperson, Central Zoo Authority. Accordingly, the Central Zoo Authority

has regularised the period after August 19th, 2021 and renewed the recognition of Rajkot

Zoological Park, Rajkot, Gujarat for a  period up to December 7  th  , 2024   under Section 38-
H(1), (3) & (4) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972. This is subject to the ratification of this
decision in the next meeting of the Central Zoo Authority. 

 

Sl. Norm
No.

Particulars of suggestions / recommendation Time  Period
to Comply

3. Development and Planning
1. 10.3(5

)
The stand for  battery operated vehicle,  bicycle located near the
gate  needs  to camouflaged with  creepers  and other  species  of
plants.
The  interpretation  centre  and  all  other  animals’  enclosure,  the
structures viz. wall and animal housed should be camouflaged with
creepers and different plantation.

Immediately

4.Animal housing, display of animals and animal enclosures
2. 10.4(1

)
The bird exhibits provided with glass for viewing has reflection of
the visitors. It should be addressed. 

Six months 

3. 10.4(1
0)

Though signage boards are erected at  each existing enclosure.
They carry very scant information. They should be replaced by the
signage  boards  with  barest  minimum  information.  In  future
interactive interpretation facilities should be developed to carry out
effective conservation educational activities. 

Three months

5.Upkeep and healthcare of animals
4. 10.5(1

0)
The records of observations of biological and social behaviour and
health status of the animals including feed intake, medication and
treatment provided in  the Keeper’s  Diary,  Daily  Reports,  Animal
History Cards and Treatment Cards, are not being maintained as
specified by the Central Zoo Authority. It should be maintained as
per the CZA prescribed formats. 

Immediately 

5. 10.5(1
0)

Keepers register as keepers diary should be maintained for each
individual enclosure for recording of animals activities and various
observation  that  include  feed  intake,  medication  and  treatment,
biological and social behavioural information etc. 

Immediately 

6.Veterinary and Infrastructure facilities
6. 10.6(1 The zoo has hospital building but the same is not being utilized Three months

File No.19-48/92-CZA(75)(NE)



) and  lying  non-functional.  None  of  the  staff  including  Veterinary
Officer of the zoo spends time in his office, neither the lab with
basic facilities is established so far. It should be address. 

7. 10.6(6
)

Zoo  keeps  collaboration  with  Gujarat  State  Animal  Disease
Laboratory and Veterinary College, Anand to identify the cause of
death  after  post-mortem  examination.  However,  if  required  zoo
should take the help of National Referral Centre, IVRI to develop
the protocol for preventive medicine. 

Six months 

 
 

A compliance report to the Central Zoo Authority on implementation of the aforesaid
observation/ recommendation shall be submitted by the zoo within three months of issue of
this letter. Further, half yearly report regarding progress made in the implementation of the
aforesaid conditions should also be submitted to the Central Zoo Authority.
 

The recognition of  Rajkot  Zoological  Park, Rajkot,  Gujarat  for  the  period beyond

December 7  th  ,  2024   would be considered on the basis  of  compliance of  the conditions
stated above, mid-term evaluation and general performance of the zoo.
 

The recognition of Rajkot Zoological Park, Rajkot, Gujarat shall be revoked by the
Central Zoo Authority, at any point of time, if the zoo operator is found not complying with
the stipulated conditions.
 

This issues with the approval of the competent authority.
Yours sincerely,

 
Encl: as above
                                                                                                                                Sd/

(Akanksha Mahajan)
Dy Inspector General Of Forest

Copy for information and necessary action to:

1. The Commissioner, Rajkot Municipal Corporation Dr. Ambedkar Bhavan, Dhebarbhai
Road, Rajkot – 360001, Gujarat. (E-mail:mc_rmc@rmc.gov.in). 

2. The Zoo Superintendent, Rajkot Zoological Park, Near Marketing Yard, Rajkot – 360
003, Gujarat. (E-mail: rajkotzoo@yahoo.com) – for information and with a request that
the conditions stipulated may be got implemented. 

3. The DPA, O/o CZA, (E-mail: dpa-cza@nic.in) – to update database and to upload on
official website of the CZA. 
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