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The Chief Wildlife Warden
Office of the Conservator of Forests,
A Wing, IIIrd Floor, Mini secretariat,
Dadra & Nagar Haveli,
Silvassa Pin - 396230.
(Email:- ccf-dmn-dd@nic.in)

 
Subject: Renewal of recognition of the Lion Safari, Vasona, Dadra & Nagar Haveli under section
38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 - reg. 
 
Ref:-
1. Zoo F.No.7-2/559-FD/WL/2016/2038 dated 13th Dec 2024.
2. This office letter dated 29/08/2025.
3. Evaluator mail dated 07/11/2025.
 
Sir/Madam,
 
With the reference to above, it is to inform that recognition of the Lion Safari, Vasona,
Dadra & Nagar Haveli under section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 was
valid till December 22, 2024. Application for renewal of recognition of the Lion Safari,
Vasona, Dadra & Nagar Haveli beyond December 22, 2024 was received from Shri Joju
P. Alappatt, IFS, Dy.C.F. (Wildlife), Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Silvassa on 13/12/2024 and
Shri. Nitin H Kakodkar, IFS (Retd.), deputed by this office has evaluated the zoo
on 30/10/2025. Copy of the Evaluation Report is enclosed herewith for your perusal and
needful action.
 
2. Evaluation Report of the Lion Safari, Vasona, Dadra & Nagar Haveli was placed
before the Technical Committee in its 117th Meeting of the Technical Committee held on
January 16, 2026. The Technical Committee Upon deliberation on evaluation report
submitted, has recommended to the Central Zoo Authority to renew recognition of the
zoos and Subsequently, the Central Zoo Authority in its 43rd Meeting held on February
03, 2026 upon deliberation, approved recommendation of its Technical Committee.
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3. As per provisions of sub-section (1), (3) and (4) of Section 38-H under the Wild
Life (Protection ) Act, 1972, regularized the period after December 22, 2024 and
renewed recognition of the Lion Safari, Vasona, Dadra & Nagar Haveli as a
Mini Category Zoo for a period up to February 03, 2029 subject to compliance with the
following conditions as per the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009 (RZR) and mid-term
evaluation of the zoo.
 

Sr.
No

Norm
No. Particulars of suggestions/recommendations

Time
Period

to
Comply

      1. General requirements

1. 1.1
Efforts to procure additional Lions (1 male & 1 Female)
need to be vigorously followed up with the Government of
Gujarat.

Six
months

      2. Administrative & Staffing Pattern

2. 2.1

The In-Charge of the Zoo, the DCF(WL) DNH has powers
of Head of Office which are not sufficient to manage a Lion
Safari where multifarious management activities are
involved on a daily basis. The appropriate delegation of
financial powers is necessary to the DCF(WL) for smooth
day to day functioning of the Lion Safari Vasona. The DCF
should be given powers for expenditure upto Rs 5.00
Lakhs considering the operational requirements of the Lion
Safari.

Twelve
months

3. 2.2

A demand for additional prescribed Staff to meet the future
expansion of the Lion Safari, Vasona needs to be
processed. The Recruitment process for filling up some of
the sanctioned staff for Forest Guards and Round
Foresters at the UT level which has been initiated needs to
be completed in the next 6 months.

Fifteen
months

4. 2.2

A trained stand-by Assistant Veterinarian should be kept in
the event of emergency when the regular Veterinarian is
not available. Considering that the Lion Safari, Deer Park &
DNH Wildlife Sanctuary are being managed by the Wildlife
Division the creation of the post of a Wildlife Veterinarian
has become important. In future Wildlife Rescue operations
would also require a dedicated Wildlife Veterinarian. The
proposal is already submitted to MoEF&CC.

Six
months

      3. Development and Planning

5. 3.1
The follow up for sanction of the modified Master Plan
submitted to the CZA seems to be lacking. This should
become a priority for the Management.

Twelve
months.

      4. Animal Housing, display of animals & animal enclosures
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      4. Animal Housing, display of animals & animal enclosures

6. 4.10
The visits to the lion safari can be made more interesting
for the visitors by adding a 15-minute audio regarding Lion
behaviour which can be played in the safari bus.

Three
months

      6. Veterinary and infrastructure facilities

7. 6.3 A separate post mortem room may be though of. Twelve
months 

8. 6.6
The linkage with the College of Veterinary Science &
Animal Husbandry needs to be formalised with a proper
MoU with the College.

Twelve
months

     11. Education and Outreach Activities

9. 11.1

The lion safari bus visit can be made more interesting by
briefing the visitors about the various plants seen instead of
just focussing on Lion Sighting. This could be tried out
using the local youth and training them appropriately.

Six
months

 
A half-yearly compliance report to the Central Zoo Authority on implementation of
the aforesaid conditions shall be submitted by the zoo.
 
5. The Lion Safari, Vasona, Dadra & Nagar Haveli shall comply with such standards and
norms as are or may be specified or imposed, by or under the provisions of the Wild Life
(Proctection) Act, 1972 or the rules made thereunder; and the zoo operator shall comply
with the directions and guidelines issued by the Central Zoo Authority from time to time,
for the purpose of maintenance and upkeep of the Zoo.
 
6. The renewal of recognition of the Lion Safari, Vasona, Dadra & Nagar Haveli for
period beyond February 03, 2029 would be considered on the basis of compliance of the
conditions stated above and general performance of the zoo.
 
7. The recognition of the Lion Safari, Vasona, Dadra & Nagar Haveli shall be revoked by
the Central Zoo Authority at any point of time if the Zoo Operator is found not complying
with the stipulated conditions.
 
This is for your information and appropriate action.
 
 

 
 Yours sincerely,

 
 
 
 
 
 

(डॉ. वी. %ेम�ट  बेन/ Dr. V. Clement Ben)

सद(य स�चव/ Member Secretary
 
 
Copy the information to :- 
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1. Deputy Conservator of Forest (WL), UT Administration of Dadar and Nagar Haveli &
Daman and Diu (E-mail:cfwl-dnh@nic.in).

2. The Officer In-charge, Lion Safari, UT Administration of Dadar and Nagar Haveli &
Daman and Diu (Email: dcfwl-dnh@gov.in).
 
3. The DPA, CZA - to update database.
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