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To,

 
The Director,

Shaheed Ashfaque Ullah Khan Zoological Park,

Gorakhpur – Deoria Bypass Road,

Near Ramgarh Taal,

Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh – 273 016

(E-mail: gorakhpurzoo2018@gmail.com)

 

Sub. - Renewal of recognition to the Shaheed Ashfaq Ullah Khan Prani Udyan, Gorakhpur, Uttar

Pradesh for period beyond 06.12.2022  under Section 38(H) (1, 3 & 4) of the Wildlife (Protection)

Act, 1972 – reg.

Ref:-  

1. This office letter Computer No. 158516, F. No. 21-1/2021-CZA, Issue No. I/58725/2023

dated 30.11.2023.

2. Your application letter No. 437/23-1 dated 16.11.2022.

3. This office letter Computer No. 139450, F. No. 20-4/2015-CZA(Vol. II)(E) dated 18.12.2020.

 

Sir/Madam,

 

With reference to the above cited correspondences, it is to inform that the  evaluation of the Shaheed

Ashfaq Ullah Khan Prani Udyan, Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh was carried out by Sh. B.K. Singh, Retd.

PCCF (HoFF), Karnataka & Ms. Apurva Bandal, Policy Assistant, CZA on 4-5.12.2023.

 

The evaluation report as submitted by the evaluating officers was placed before the Technical

Committee of the Central Zoo Authority (CZA) in its 110th meeting held on 14.05.2024. 

 

The Technical Committee after deliberation recommended to the Central Zoo Authority for the renewal

of recognition of the Shaheed Ashfaq Ullah Khan Prani Udyan, Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh beyond the

period 06.12.2022 under Section 38-H (1, 3  & 4) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 for the period

of 2 years. Further, the committee also recommended to regularise the intervening period. The

renewal is subject to the conditions stipulated as part IV of the evaluation report (Copy enclosed).

 

Subsequently, the recommendation of the 110th Technical Committee, CZA were approved by

the Chairperson, CZA on 14.05.2024 and subsequently ratified by the CZA in its 41st meeting

held on 08.08.2024.

 

The recognition to the Shaheed Ashfaq Ullah Khan Prani Udyan, Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh as a Mini

Zoo category is renewed as per the provisions of Section 38(H) (1, 3 & 4)  of the Wild Life (Protection)

Act, 1972 is for a period up to 26.05.2027 subject to the compliance of the following directives under

the Recognition of Zoo Rules (RZR), 2009  and mid-term evaluation, and to regularise the period after

06.12.2022 :-
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Sl. Norm No.

under

RZR, 2009

Particulars of suggestions/recommendation Time period to

comply

Rule 10(1) General requirements

1.  1.2

 

Suitable enrichment are provided according to the species

housed. Growth in some planted species like Cassia samia

is not good due to unsuitable soil condition. Native species

should be planted.

Two years

 

2.  1.5 (b)

 

There is compound wall of three meter height all round the

Zoo. The wetland and the wooded catchment of the lake

stand separated from Ramgarh taal. The function of the

wetland is to absorb the nutrients entering through inflow. It

improves the oxygen level in the water body. Management

of Zoo and lake should coordinate and ensure the flow of

water from wet land to main lake is maintained. The

provision for the flow of water from wetland towards lake

should be at proper gradient so that there is no back flow of

water from Ramgarh Taal towards Zoo.

Two Years

 

Rule 10(2) Administrative & Staffing Pattern

3.  2.2

 

Zoo has a Veterinarian. Further the process to appoint

Biologists and Education officer has been initiated. It

should be expedited and recruited personnel should be

deployed within three months.

Three months.

 

Rule 10(3) Development and Planning

4.  3.2

 

Greenery in some patches of green belt has to be

improved by introducing some more native tree species.

Three years

 

5.  10 (3.4)

 

The Zoo is located adjoining Ramgarh Taal and seepage

water from the water body is bound to appear in moat.

Presently mud pumps are draining out the water. Portion of

catchment of the water body comprising 30 acres woodland

and 35 acres wetland are part of the Zoo. There should be

integration of the two managements so that the main

function of wet land in improving the oxygen level of the

water body is not neglected.

Two years

 

6.  3.5

 

Separate facilities for seized snakes, gharial/ crocodiles/

turtles, big size birds etc. are needed. Also separate facility

for neo-natal ward for big cats is required.

Facility for storage of equipment would also be necessary.

Two years

 

7.  3.6

 

Maintain separate inventory for rescued animals and send

quarterly report to CWLW.

Maintain rescue forms for the all animals which are

admitted in rescue facility with detail record.

One year

 

Rule 10(4) Animal Housing, display of animals & animal enclosures

8.  4.1 (b)

 

There are extra poles in walk through aviary that is causing

space constraint. Civil Engineer can reassess and remove

the extra poles. Further walk through is passage is not in

use, it may be removed. It will help proper landscaping and

enough space for birds to fly.

Two years

 

9.  4.6

 

Landscaping around the enclosures is ok, but the growth of

trees in the buffer Zone and along the path way is not

satisfactory. The native species should be introduced in

sufficient number to improve the greenery.

Three years

 

10.  4.7

 

Additional greenery can be provided by planting creepers,

which can climb bamboos planted in buffer Zone.

One year

 

Rule 10(6) Veterinary and Infrastructure Facilities

11.  6.2 (1)

 

The management should procure some more tranquilising

and other equipments and accessories.

As soon as

possible.

12.  
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12.  6.3

 

The process of recruitment should be expedited and the

recruited personnel should be deployed within six months.

Six months

 

13.  6.4

 

The training to the staff should be conducted more

frequently and those working in enclosure should be

governed by a SOP needed to avoid unnecessary risks and

accidents.

As soon as

possible

 

Rule 10(9) Acquisition and breeding of animals

14.  9.1

 

It is a new Zoo. There are two species without pair a fox

and another white tiger. Management must make efforts to

get it paired from other Zoos.

Two years

 

15.  9.4 (b)

 

It is critical issue, which must be expedited. Procurement of

animals for empty enclosures should be undertaken on war

footing basis.

As early as

possible

 

Other observations

16.  - The wages of the staff (Zoo keepers, Kitchen personnel,

sweeper) is quite low, which is a disincentive. As a result

some of the trained personnel quit the job and

management gets into difficulties in finding timely

replacement.

As soon as

possible.

 

17.  - The growth of weeds like gajar ghas, lantana, marijuana

and Parthinium in enclosures has invaded some

enclosures. It has to physically removed regularly.

-

18.  - Zoo should have a relook on animal collection plan and

introduce species such as Lion tailed macaque, gorilla,

small primates, terrestrial, common and exotic birds etc in

place of jackal, common languor and Rhesus macaque.

-

19.  - Rescue centre adjoining hospital area must be facilitated

with neonatal unit for big cats and ponds for crocodile,

gharial and turtle.

-

Given the time lapse since last evaluation on December 4 th & 5th, 2023, in the first instance, progress

made in implementation of the aforesaid conditions should be submitted to the Central Zoo Authority

within 30 days of issuance of this letter. Subsequently, half yearly compliance report should also be

submitted subsequently.

 
The renewal of recognition to the Shaheed Ashfaq Ullah Khan Prani Udyan, Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh

for period beyond 01.07.2027 would be considered on the basis of compliance of the conditions stated

above and general performance of the Zoo.

 

The recognition to the Shaheed Ashfaq Ullah Khan Prani Udyan, Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh  shall be

revoked by the Central Zoo Authority, at any point of time, if the, Zoo Operator is found not complying

with the stipulated conditions.

 

Yours Sincerely,

 

Encl.: Evaluation Report.

           

         AKANKSHA MAHAJAN

DEPUTY INSPECTOR GENERAL OF FOREST

Copy to -

1. The Principal Secretary, Environment, Forest and Climate Change Department, Government of

Uttar Pradesh (E-mail: psecforest-up@nic.in). [Zoo Operator of the Shaheed Ashfaq Ullah

Khan Prani Udyan, Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh under Rule 2(m)(III) of the Recognition of Zoo

Rules, 2009].

2. The Chief Wildlife Warden, Department of Forests, Government of Uttar Pradesh, 17, Rana

Pratap Marg, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh – 226 001 (E-mail: cwlwup@gmail.com).

3. The Member Secretary, State Zoo Authority, 17, Rana Pratap Marg, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh –
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226 001 (E-mail: upstatezooauthority@gmail.com).

4. The DPA, CZA – to update database.
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