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Government of India
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change

              
  Dated: (As per the digital sign)

कं�यूटर  नबंर /Computer Number : 140475
 
The Chief Wildlife Warden,
Office of Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife),
C – Block, Ground Floor, Van Bhavan,
Link Road No. 2, Tulsi Nagar, Bhopal
Email: pccfwl@mp.gov.in 

Subject:- Renewal of Recognition of Maharaja Martand Singh Judeo White Tiger
Safari and Zoo, Mukundpur, Madhya Pradesh, under Section 38-H of the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972 - regarding.
 
Reference:

1. This Office letter No. 20-8/2009-CZA (511) (Vol-III) (E)/I/45083/2023 dated
29.05.2023

2. Letter No. 458/Zoo Muk/ dated 05.05.2025 from the Director, Maharaja Martand
Singh
Judeo White Tiger Safari and Zoo Mukundpur, Madhya Pradesh.

3. This Office letter No. 20-8/2009-CZA(511) (Vol.-III) (E) dated 27.08.2025 

Sir/Madam,
  
With reference to above, the recognition of the Maharaja Martand Singh Judeo White
Tiger Safari and Zoo, Mukundpur, Madhya Pradesh, under Section 38-H of the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972, was valid till May 23, 2025. Application for renewal of recognition
was received in this office on May 6, 2025 and Shri Muvvala Kondala Rao, IFS (Retd.)
was deputed to evaluate the zoo on September 24-25, 2025. Copy of the Evaluation
Report is enclosed herewith for your perusal and needful action.

Evaluation Report of the Maharaja Martand Singh Judeo White Tiger Safari and Zoo,
Mukundpur, Madhya Pradesh was placed before the Technical Committee in its 117 th

Meeting held on January 16, 2026. The Technical Committee, after detailed deliberation,
made its recommendation to the Central Zoo Authority. Subsequently, the Central Zoo
Authority in its 43rd Meeting held on February 3rd, 2026 has approved
recommendation of the Technical Committee.
 

B-1 Wing, 6th Floor, Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan, CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi - 110 003
+91-11-24367846/51/52/E-mail: cza@nic.in
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As per provisions of sub-section (1), (3) and (4) of Section 38-H under the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972, the period after May 23, 2025 is regularised and renewed
recognition of the Maharaja Martand Singh Judeo White Tiger Safari and Zoo,
Mukundpur, Madhya Pradesh as a Mini Zoo for a period up to February 3, 2029 subject
to compliance with following conditions as per the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009 (RZR)
and mid-term evaluation of the zoo.
 
 Sr.
No

Norm
No.

Particulars of conditions Time
period to
comply

2. Administrative and Staffing Pattern
1 2.3 The Director of the zoo is vested with DDO powers vide govt.

letter dated 8-5-2015.  However, there is no sanctioned
clerical post, so he could not exercise the power.  In this
regard, it is suggested that one clerk post may be transferred
from the department so that he can exercise the DDO power
bestowed to him.  There are many day-to-day works to be
carried out for which he needs to take a decision.  At present,
he is dependent on the DFO Maihar for funds whose office is
60 km. away from the Zoo.

6 months

3. Development and Planning
2 3.1 The existing Master Plan of the Zoo expired in the month of

March, 2023.  After that, a Lay-out Plan has been prepared
and submitted to CZA for approval vide letter dated 5-3-2025. 
The CZA vide letter dated 15-05-2025 raised back queries to
obtain the land allotment from the competent authority.  Since
it is a Reserved Forest land it needs to be transferred to Zoo
authority, from territorial wing.  The DFO Maihar has written a
letter to PCCF land management for the release of the land. 
The PCCF Land Management requested the Chief Wildlife
Warden and PCCF Working Plan to provide necessary
approvals to the proposal.  In this regard, approval to transfer
the 119.87 ha of RF to Mukundpur Zoo is under consideration
at the level of PCCF Office, that needs to be speeded up. So
that CZA can give the approval to the revised layout proposal,
based on that new Master Plan can be prepared.

12 months

3 3.5 The compound wall near the grassland area measuring 50 mts
has collapsed due to excess water flow from the tank of the
private area.  This needs to be rebuilt on a priority basis.

6 months

4 3.5 There are deep perennial nalas inside the zoo.  The soil being
soft one, Nallah is getting eroded.  So, pitching needs to be
done, wherever it is required.  In addition to this, foot over
bridges used by the visitors needs to be elevated to safeguard
from the flood waters.

 3 months 

4. Animal Housing, display of animals and animal enclosures.
5 4.1 The Tiger Safari is having thick bamboo bushes as well as

thick undergrowth.  Hence, the visibility of the white tiger in the
area is poor.  So periodic cleaning of bamboos and shrubs
and herbs needs to be taken up in the safari area on a
quarterly basis so that visitors can enjoy the sighting of white

3 months
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tigers in the safari.
6 4.7 Part of the enclosures abutting tiger and lion enclosures are

clearly seen to each other.  So, it is recommended to use
green shade net to prevent the visibility, on priority basis.  It is
requested to check the other enclosures of carnivores for
similar precautions to be taken up

3 months

9. Acquisition and breeding of animals
7 9.1 Mukundpur White Tiger Safari is a famous place as the first

white tiger in the wild was identified by the Maharaja Martand
Singh Judeo in the wild near this place.  And it was bred at
Govindgadh palace which is nearer to the zoo.  He has given
his white tigers to various zoos.  At present the safari is having
2 white tigers one male and one female.  The male tiger is 12-
year-old.  The female tigress is around 10-year-old.  So, they
are not a breeding pair.  There is another male Tiger cub in the
tiger enclosure which is hardly 15-month-old.  Again, this is
immature for breeding.  Since while tiger safari is famous 
one,  breeding of white tigers is essential in the zoo, to
maintain a viable population in the zoo for ever.  Hence, it is
recommended to procure  White tiger female and male from
other zoos wherever it is available on priority basis which is in
breeding age.  Similarly, Royal Bengal Tiger breeding be
achieved in the zoo by procuring breeding age pairs. 
Similarly, the Lions are beyond the breeding age.  So,
breeding pairs of lions needs to be procured.

24 months

11. Education and outreach activities
8 11.1 There is an interpretation centre with exhibits.  This facility

needs to be upgraded and be used as a orientation centre
with small audio-visual clips to sensitize the visitors regarding
white tiger and other endangered species and important
animals of the zoo.

6 months

Other observations:-
9  The zoo is having a very good hospital, trained doctor and

rescue centre for tigers, leopards, jungle cat, nilgai, since good
hospital with doctors are available a good rescue van be
procured so that the team can rush to the conflict site to
rescue the animals immediately.

6 months

10  The Ostrich is giving eggs but they could not be hatched.  Till
now, it has laid 30 eggs in a year.  The egg hatching facility
needs to be developed as a special case so that they can be
shared to other zoos.  The egg can be displayed for education
purpose regarding the size of the egg. 
 

12 months

 
A half-yearly compliance report to the Central Zoo Authority on implementation of the
aforesaid conditions shall be submitted by the zoo.
 
The Maharaja Martand Singh Judeo White Tiger Safari and Zoo, Mukundpur, Madhya
Pradesh shall comply with such standards and norms as are or may be specified or
imposed, by or under the provisions of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 or the rules
made thereunder, and the zoo operator shall comply with the directions and guidelines
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issued by the Central Zoo Authority from time to time, for the purpose of maintenance
and upkeep of the zoo.

The renewal of recognition of the Maharaja Martand Singh Judeo White Tiger Safari and
Zoo, Mukundpur, Madhya Pradesh for period beyond February 3, 2029 would be
considered on the basis of compliance of the conditions stated above and general
performance of the zoo.
 
The recognition of the Maharaja Martand Singh Judeo White Tiger Safari and Zoo,
Mukundpur, Madhya Pradesh shall be revoked by the Central Zoo Authority at any point
of time if the Zoo Operator is found not complying with the stipulated conditions.
 
This is for your information and appropriate action.

Encl: As above
Yours sincerely

 
 
 
 
 
 

(डॉ. वी %ेम�ट  बेन / Dr. V. Clement Ben)
सद(य स�चव / Member Secretary

Copy for information / necessary action to:

1. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Head of Forest Force), A-block 2nd
floor, Van Bhawan, Link Road No. 2, Tulsi Nagar, Bhopal, Email:
pccfmp@mp.gov.in

2. The Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife), Office of Principal
Chief  Conservator of Forests (Wildlife), C – Block, Ground Floor, Van Bhavan,
Link Road No. 2, Tulsi Nagar, Bhopal, Email: pccfwl@mp.gov.in.

3. The DPA, O/o CZA - to update database and to upload on official website of the
CZA.
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Computer No. 140475
Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

 
B-1 Wing, 6 th Floor,

Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,
CGO Complex, Lodhi Road,

New Delhi – 110 003.
Telephone: +911124367846/51/52

cza@nic.in
Date: 29-05-2023

To,
 
The PCCF & Chief Wildlife Warden,
Government of Madhya Pradesh,
BDA Building, 3rd Floor,
M.P. Nagar Zone – 1, Hoshangabad Road,
Bhopal – 462 011, Madhya Pradesh
(E-mail: pccfwl@mp.gov.in).
 
 

Subject:- Renewal of recognition of the Maharaja Martand Singh
Judeo White Tiger Safari and Zoo Mukundpur, Satna, Madhya
Pradesh under Section 38-H(1),(3)&(4) of the Wild Life (Protection)
Act, 1972 for period beyond 19th August, 2021- regarding.
 
Reference:

1. This office letter no. 21-1/2021-CZA, Computer no. 158516, dated
30/08/2022.

2. Application vide Letter no. 5695, dated 19.07.2021 received from
Director, Maharaja Martand Singh Judeo White Tiger Safari & Zoo..

3. This office letter no. 21-2/2019-CZA(Vol.I)(E)-Part(1), Computer No. 153933
dated 31/03/2021.

Sir/Madam,
 
With reference to above, I am directed to inform that the recognition of

Maharaja Martand Singh Judeo White Tiger Safari and Zoo Mukundpur, Satna,
Madhya Pradesh was accorded up to August 19th, 2021 vide reference no. 3
above. The application for the renewal of recognition of Maharaja Martand
Singh Judeo White Tiger Safari and Zoo Mukundpur, Satna, Madhya Pradesh
for the period beyond August 19th, 2021 was received by this office vide
reference no. 2 above. 

 
Shri Dev Prakash Bankhwal, IFS(Retd.) was deputed by this office to

carry out the evaluation of the Maharaja Martand Singh Judeo White Tiger
Safari and Zoo Mukundpur, Satna, Madhya Pradesh vide CZA letter at
reference no. 1 above. The Zoo was accordingly evaluated on September, 
25th to 26th, 2022.
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The evaluation report (copy enclosed) as submitted by the evaluation

officer was deliberated in the 107th meeting of the Technical Committee of
the Central Zoo Authority held on April 19th, 2023. The Technical Committee
after detailed deliberations recommended to the Central Zoo Authority for the
renewal of recognition of Maharaja Martand Singh Judeo White Tiger Safari
and Zoo Mukundpur, Satna, Madhya Pradesh for a period of two years and to
regularise the period after August 19th, 2021, subject to compliance with
observation/ recommendation in the table below and mid-term evaluation.
The members also recommended that the Zoo Operator may be directed to
submit half-yearly compliance report with respect to observation/
recommendation stipulated while renewal of recognition.

 
Subsequently, the recommendation of 107th Technical Committee

Meeting was approved by the Chairperson, Central Zoo Authority.
Accordingly, the Central Zoo Authority has regularised the period after August
19th, 2021 and renewed the recognition of Maharaja Martand Singh Judeo
White Tiger Safari and Zoo Mukundpur, Satna, Madhya Pradesh for a period
up to May 23, 2025 under Section 38-H(1), (3) & (4) of the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972. This is subject to the ratification of this decision in the
next meeting of the Central Zoo Authority.

 
Sr.
No.

Norm No. Particulars of
suggestions/recommendation

Time Period
to Comply

1. General Requirements
1. 10.1(1) One of the avowed objectives of the zoo

is the following: to support the
conservation of endangered species by
giving species, which have no chance of
survival in wild, a last chance of survival
through coordinated breeding under ex-
situ condition and raise stocks for
rehabilitating them in wild as and when
it is appropriate and desirable.
With this objective in mind, keeping of
common place animals like wild boar,
which is in zoo stock now, should be
avoided in the zoo.

As per
approved
Master Plan.

2. Administrative and Staffing Pattern
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2. 10.2(2) Madhya Pradesh government by its
communication No.F-15-7/2010/10-2
dated 12.01.2012 has sanctioned 55
posts for the running this Maharaja
Martand Singh Judeo Tiger Safari and
Zoo. The posts include 02 Veterinary
doctors, 01 Biologist, 01 Research
Assistant and 01 Lab Assistant. Among
these, there is 01 Veterinary doctor is in
place. As the zoo is nascent and has
sprawling area in a natural landscape, it
has high potential to transition from Mini
Zoo into Small and then into a Medium
Zoo within a few years. The posts
mentioned above should be filled along
the way of expansion of enclosures and
activities of the zoo. The Research
Assistant can work as Education Officer
also.

Immediately

3. Development and Planning
3. 10.3(1) &

10.3(3)
The existing Master Plan of the Zoo is
expiring this year. New Master Plan
should be finalised and submitted to the
CZA as soon as possible.

Six Months

4. 10.3(3) Behead river passes through the
northern boundary of the zoo in the east-
west direction. Besides this river, there
is a stream flowing north-south at the
eastern boundary of the zoo and another
big stream in the south-western part of
the zoo. Due to erratic weather patterns
caused by climate change, the zoo
should be prepared to deal with
unprecedented flooding of some parts of
the zoo closer to the river and streams.
This should be part of their “Disaster
and crisis management plan” in the new
Master Plan. The banks of the river need
protection at vulnerable points.

One year

5. 10.3(7) The zoo has rescued tiger, leopard, sloth
bear and Nilgai so far. There is need for
developing facility for housing rescued
birds in the future.

Two years

4. Animal housing, display of animals and animal enclosures
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6. 10.4(6) (a) The zoo management has made two
adjoining enclosures for Thamin deer, so
that when one enclosure gets spoiled by
overuse, or becomes soggy due to rains
and denudation, the animals are shifted
to the adjoining one and the first one is
given time for restoration.
Similar arrangement should be made for
the herds of other deer species and, in
future, for antelopes like Nilgai. The
existing enclosure of Chital has been
completely denuded of grasses by the
herd.
 
(b) As in the enclosure of Thamin deer,
the enclosure for other deer species
should have some grass patches or
shrub cover for weak and pregnant
females to hide or take rest.

As per
approved
Master Plan.
Before
making
changes
suggested by
evaluating
officer, a
plan shall be
submitted to
CZA for
approval.

5. Upkeep and healthcare of animals
7. 10.5(5) At present the solid waste from the

animal houses is being collected and
burnt. The liquid effluent is being
collected in septic tanks after some
treatment and then being treated
biologically through root zone treatment
method. The zoo should collect random
samples (randomness and periodical
collection are must) from the effluents
after septic tank and root zone
treatment and test them for the quality
of water, for both after septic tanks and
after root zone treatment. The samples
should be sent to two independent
reputed labs for testing. On the basis of
results, the method of treatment of
water may be improved. The water
finally entering into the land, on surface
and below surface, should not be laced
with hazardous chemicals.

Immediately
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8. 10.5(10) (a) Herd marking has not been done.
Whether use of tag, or implanted chip in
the leader of the herd, or some other
device, the marking and record-keeping
should be done after consultation with
the CZA. But, herd-marking needs to be
done.
 
(b) In order to improve heterozygosity,
keeping of records of all animals should
be meticulous.  This zoo already fulfils
the eligibility criteria of a small zoo, as
per the RZR Rules after amendment of
2013, it will finally evolve into a medium
or large zoo after some years. It is
already on way to that milestone, as
facilities for housing wild dog, hedgehog,
porcupine and bird aviary are under
construction. Hence, the globally-
adopted application software ZIMS (Zoo
Information Management System)
should be used by this zoo also. Perhaps
now, the studbook at national level is
being maintained by the CZA. For
record-keeping in secure, easily
retrievable and internationally-accepted
form, the zoo needs guidance of CZA.

Six months
to one year.

11. Educational and outreach activities
9. 11 The zoo has an Eco-Park across the road

and the management has provided some
engaging activities for the visitors,
mainly children. This is also a sprawling
area and could be developed as nature
interpretation park with a combination of
hands-on activities, group activities,
information on wilderness areas and wild
animals with the use of interactive
artefacts and suitable audio-visual
gadgets, like virtual reality, augmented
reality and so on. This will spur many
youngsters for nature conservation
action. The zoo is located in a natural
forest area and has three prominent
parks of M.P., viz Bandhavgarh, Panna
and Sanjay-Dubri in close vicinity. The
visitors of this landscape are perhaps
already primed to comprehend the
importance of forests and wildlife in the
human life.

After
developing a
good
outreach
plan within a
year.

 
A compliance report to the Central Zoo Authority on implementation of

20-8/2009-CZA(511)(Vol-III)(E)

I/45083/2023



the aforesaid observation/ recommendation shall be submitted by the zoo
within three months of issue of this letter. Further, half yearly report
regarding progress made in the implementation of the aforesaid conditions
should also be submitted to the Central Zoo Authority.
 

The recognition of Maharaja Martand Singh Judeo White Tiger Safari
and Zoo Mukundpur, Satna, Madhya Pradesh for the period beyond May 23,
2025 would be considered on the basis of compliance of the conditions stated
above, mid-term evaluation and general performance of the zoo.
 

The recognition of Maharaja Martand Singh Judeo White Tiger Safari
and Zoo Mukundpur, Satna, Madhya Pradesh shall be revoked by the Central
Zoo Authority, at any point of time, if the zoo operator is found not complying
with the stipulated conditions.
 

This issues with the approval of the competent authority.
 

Yours sincerely,
 

Encl.: As above.

(AKANKSHA MAHAJAN)
DEPUTY INSPECTOR GENERAL

 
Copy for information and necessary action to:

1. The Additional Chief Secretary to the Government of Madhya Pradesh,
Department of Forests,Secretariat, Vallabh Bhawan, Bhopal (E-mail:
psforest@mp.gov.in , secyforest@mp.gov.in). [Zoo Operator of the
Maharaja Martand Singh Judeo White Tiger Safari and Zoo, Mukundpur
under Rule
2(m)(III) of the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009]

2. The Director, Maharaja Martand Singh Judeo White tiger Safari and Zoo,
Mukundpur, Satna, Madhya Pradesh-485778.(Email:
dirzoomukundpur@mp.gov.in).

3. The DPA, O/o CZA, (E-mail: dpa-cza@nic.in) – to update database and to
upload on official website of the CZA.
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Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

B-1 Wing, 6th Floor,
Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi – 110 003,
Telephone: +91-11-24367846/51/52, E-mail: cza@nic.in 

            Dated 31/03/2021
To
The Chief Wildlife Warden,
Department of Forests,
Pragati Bhavan, III Floor,
Zone – I, M.P. Nagar, Bhopal – 462 011, 
E-mail: pccfwl@mp.gov.in

 
Subject: Renewal of recognition of the Maharaja Martand Singh Judeo White Tiger Safari and
Zoo, Mukundpur, Madhya Pradesh, under Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972
– regarding

 
Reference:

1. This Office Memorandum F.No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I) dated August 25, 2020

2. This Office letter F.No.21-2/2019-CZA(AK)/2051/2020 dated January 8, 2020

3. This Office letter F.No.20-8/2009-CZA(511)(Vol-III)(BKG)/2922/2018(A) dated April 13, 2018 
4.  Application  vide  letter  No.154/Zoo  Muk/  dated  March  14,  2019  from the  Director,  Maharaja
Martand Singh Judeo White Tiger Safari and Zoo, Mukundpur 

 
Sir,

With  reference  to  above,  the  undersigned  is  directed  to  inform  that  recognition  of  the
Maharaja Martand Singh Judeo White Tiger Safari and Zoo, Mukundpur under Section 38-H of the
Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, was valid till March 22, 2019. Application dated March 14, 2019
received in this office from the Director, Maharaja Martand Singh Judeo White Tiger Safari and Zoo,
Mukundpur, for renewal of recognition. Shri B. K. Singh, IFS (Retired), evaluating officer deputed by
this office has evaluated the zoo on February 16 and 17, 2020. Copy of the Evaluation Report is
enclosed herewith for your perusal and needful action.

 
2.         Evaluation  Report  of  the  Maharaja  Martand  Singh  Judeo  White  Tiger  Safari  and  Zoo,

Mukundpur was placed before the Technical Committee in its 96th Meeting held on July 30, 2020. The
Technical  Committee,  after  detailed  deliberation,  made  its  recommendation  to  the  Central  Zoo
Authority. 
3.         This office issued Office Memorandum F.No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I) dated August 25, 2020

regarding renewal  of  recognition of the zoo.  Subsequently,  the  Central  Zoo Authority,  in  its  37 th

Meeting held on December 7, 2020, in exercise of powers conferred under sub-section (1), (3) and (4)
of  Section  38-H  under  the  Wild  Life  (Protection)  Act,  1972,  approved  recommendation  of  the
Technical Committee.
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4.         The Central  Zoo Authority  has  regularised the period after  March 22,  2019 and renewed
recognition of the Maharaja Martand Singh Judeo White Tiger Safari and Zoo, Mukundpur as a Mini
Zoo for a period up to  August 19, 2021 subject to compliance with following conditions as per the
Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009 (RZR) and mid-term evaluation of the zoo. 

 

File No.21-2/2019-CZA(Vol.I)(E)-Part(1)



 
5.         A  compliance  report  to  the  Central  Zoo  Authority  on  implementation  of  the  aforesaid
conditions shall be submitted by the zoo within three months of issue of this letter followed by half-
yearly report.

 
6.         The renewal of recognition of the Maharaja Martand Singh Judeo White Tiger Safari and Zoo,
Mukundpur  for  period  beyond  August  19,  2021  as  a  Mini  Zoo  would  be  considered  based  on
compliance of the conditions stated above and general performance of the zoo. 
7.         The  recognition  of  the  Maharaja  Martand  Singh  Judeo  White  Tiger  Safari  and  Zoo,
Mukundpur shall be revoked by the Central Zoo Authority at any point of time if the Zoo Operator is
found not complying with the stipulated conditions.

This issues with approval of the competent authority.
Encls. As above

Yours sincerely

 
(Sonali Ghosh)

Dy Inspector General Of Forest
Copy for information / necessary action to:

 
1. The Additional Chief Secretary to the Government of Madhya Pradesh, Department of Forests,
Secretariat,  Vallabh  Bhawan,  Bhopal,  E-mail:  psforest@mp.gov.in  ,  secyforest@mp.gov.in  [Zoo
Operator of the Maharaja Martand Singh Judeo White Tiger Safari and Zoo, Mukundpur under Rule
2(m)(III) of the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009]

 
2. The Director, Maharaja Martand Singh Judeo White Tiger Safari and Zoo, Bela Govindgarh Road,
Mukundpur, Satna District, Madhya Pradesh, E-mail: whitetigersafarirewa@gmail.com 

 
3. The DPA, O/o CZA – to update database and to upload on official website of the CZA.

 
4. File No.20-8/2009-CZA(511) – for record

sd/-
(Sonali Ghosh)

Dy Inspector General Of Forest
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