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Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

 
 

B-1 Wing, 6th Floor,
Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road,
New Delhi – 110 003.

Telephone: +911124367846/51/52
cza@nic.in

Date: 30-08-2024
 

To,
The Chief Wildlife Warden,
Department of Forests,
3rd Floor, Van Bhawan, Ramgiri Road,
Civil Lines, Nagpur – 440 001. (Maharashtra),
(E-mail: pccfwlngp@mahaforest.gov.in)
 
Subject:- Renewal of recognition of the Manikdoh Leopard Rescue Centre, Junnar,
Maharashtra under Section 38-H(1),(3)&(4) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972
for period beyond August 19th, 2021- regarding.
 
Reference:

1. This office letter Computer No.: 158516, dated 11.08.2023.
2. E-mail letter No. B/Desk-4/Wildlife/8/2020-2021Junnar 410502, dated18/5/2021

sent by Deputy Conservator of Forest, Junnar Forest Division, Junnar
3. This Office letter File No.21-2/2019-CZA(Vol.I)(E)-Part(1), Computer No. 153933,

dated 31.03.2021.
 
Sir/Madam,

 
With reference to above, I am directed to inform that the recognition of Manikdoh

Leopard Rescue Centre, Junnar, Maharashtra was accorded up to August 19th, 2021
vide reference no. 3 above. The application for the renewal of recognition of Manikdoh
Leopard Rescue Centre, Junnar, Maharashtra for the period beyond August 19 th, 2021
was received by this office vide reference no. 2 above. Ms. Akanksha Mahajan, DIG,
CZA; Dr. Devender Kumar, EMO, CZA and Dr. Gawri Mallapur, Veterinarian carried out
evaluation of the Manikdoh Leopard Rescue Centre, Junnar, Maharashtra on August
14th, 2023.

 
The evaluation report (copy enclosed) as submitted by the evaluation officers was

deliberated in the 110th meeting of the Technical Committee of the Central Zoo Authority
held on May 14th, 2024. The Technical Committee after detailed deliberations
recommended to the Central Zoo Authority for the renewal of recognition of Manikdoh
Leopard Rescue Centre, Junnar, Maharashtra for a period of two years and to regularise
the period after August 19th, 2021, subject to compliance with conditions stipulated in
the table below and mid-term evaluation. Further, the Committee recommended that the
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Zoo Operator may be directed to submit compliance report within three months of
renewal followed by half-yearly report. Subsequently, the said recommendation of the
Technical Committee was approved by the Chairperson, Central Zoo Authority vide note
dated June 5, 2024.

 
Accordingly, the Chairperson, Central Zoo Authority has regularised the period

after August 19th, 2021 and renewed recognition of the Manikdoh Leopard Rescue
Centre, Junnar, Maharashtra for a period up to June 5, 2026 under Section 38-H(1), (3)
& (4) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972.

 
Sl. Norm No. Particulars of conditions Time Period to

Comply
1.  General Requirement

1 10.1(2) The enclosures have a lot of weeds etc growing
which should be maintained on a regular basis to
avoid spread of disease carrying vectors

2 months

2 10.1(4) At the time of inspection the peripheral boundary
of 2 mts does not maintain the height arund the
perimeter due to undulating terrain. Currently this
is rectified using vertical aluminium sheets. As
the facility is surrounded by habitation, a pukka
wall must be constructed to maintain the height
all along the perimeter

6 months

2. Administrative and Staffing Pattern
3 10.2(2) The centre has two veterinarians and no other

technical staff. It may be considered to employ a
biologist to assist with behaviour data, animal
welfare
assessment, documentation of releases and
rescues etc

6 months

3. Development and Planning
4 10.3(1) From records, it is observed that Masterplan was

submitted in 2009. Approved by 2011. Revised
plan or information regarding the same is yet to
be submitted. The revised masterplan for the next
20 years along with layout should be submitted to
CZA for scrutiny as a priority

3 months

5 10.3(8) Whenever any zoo decides to accept any rescued
animal for housing, a detailed report regarding
the source from which the animal has been
received, legality of its acquisition and the
facilities available for housing, upkeep and
healthcare shall be sent ot the Chief Wildlife
Warden of the State with a copy to CZA

Immediately

4.Animal housing, display of animals and animal enclosures
6 10.4 (3) The enclosures in the old cell block, currently

also being used as quarantine enclosures need
to be renovated to ensure requisite space for free
movement, exercise and expression of natural
behaviour by the animals. All enclosures should
also have provision for restraint like squeeze

6 months
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cages that are accessible to all cells.
7 10.4(8) No new enclosures for endangered species shall

be constructed without prior approval of the
Central Zoo Authority.

Immediately

5.Upkeep and healthcare of animals
8 10.5 (3) Food based enrichment, along with tactile and

olfactory enrichment allowing animals to express
natural behaviour should be done regularly. The
same
should be documented regularly and in an
ongoing manner for ensuring its efficacy

Immediately

9 10.5 (6) (7) To allow for necessary intervention to manage
the health of animals especially the geriatric
animals, the enclosure should have provision and
access to squeeze cages for the necessary
interventions and health assessments

3 months

10 10.5 (9) All staff involved with upkeep and healthcare of
the animals shall be screened against zoonotic
diseases once every year and those found
positive for any communicable disease shall be
provided appropriate treatment until they get
cured and are free of the infection. During the
period of such treatment, the infected employees
shall be kept away from the responsibility of
upkeep and healthcare of the animals.

Immediately

11 10.5(10) Detailed records of observations of biological and
social behaviour of the animals should be
maintained in the keeper's diary, daily reports.

Immediately

6.Veterinary and Infrastructure facilities
12 10.6 (3) The centre needs to upgrade the necropsy facility

to have a more appropriate table, lighting and
ventilation, better drainage and a better road
smoother access to the room from the main
facility

3 months

13 10.6 (3) The centre needs to develop a quarantine facility
which is away from the main housing of the
facility and follow appropriate quarantine and
biosecurity
protocols.

3 months

14 10.6 (6) The centre should develop linkages with the
eminent institutions and organizations working in
the field of wild animal healthcare with the
objectives to provide assistance in scientific
diagnosis of diseases of serious nature eg
histopathology, bacteriology tests, mycology
testing etc.

Immediately

7. Post-mortem and disposal of carcasses of animals.
15 10.7 (2) The findings of the post-mortem examination

shall be recorded in such format prescribed by
Central Zoo Authority. These should be
communicated to the CWLW and to CZA within

Immediately
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24 hours of mortality as per circular of January
2021. The records shall be maintained for a
period of not less than six years.

16 10.7(3) Post-mortem records are maintained but often
minimal effort has been made to conclusively
diagnose the cause of death. Histopathology has
not been performed regularly after the post
mortem examination.

 

         A compliance report to the Central Zoo Authority on implementation of the
aforesaid conditions shall be submitted by the zoo within three months of issue of this
letter. Further, half yearly report regarding progress made in the implementation of the
aforesaid conditions should also be submitted to the Central Zoo Authority.
 

The recognition of Manikdoh Leopard Rescue Centre, Junnar, Maharashtra for
the period beyond June 5, 2026, would be considered on the basis of compliance of the
conditions stated above, mid-term evaluation and general performance of the zoo.
 

The recognition of Manikdoh Leopard Rescue Centre, Junnar, Maharashtra shall
be revoked by the Central Zoo Authority, at any point of time, if the zoo operator is found
not complying with the stipulated conditions.
 

 
Yours sincerely,

 
Encl: as above

(AKANKSHA MAHAJAN)
DEPUTY INSPECTOR GENERAL

 
Copy for information and necessary action to:
 

1. The Principal Secretary to the Government of Maharashtra, Department of City
Development, 4th Floor, Secretariat, Madam Cama Road, Hutatma Rajguru Chowk,
Nariman Point, Churchgate, Mumbai, Maharashtra 400 032, (E-mail:
psec.ud1@maharashtra.gov.in) [Zoo Operator of the Manikdoh Leopard Rescue Centre,
Junnar, Maharashtra under Rule 2(m)(III) of the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009].

2. The Member Secretary, Maharashtra State Zoo Authority, Third floor, B Wing,
Administrative Building No.2, Nagpur – 440 001. (Maharashtra), (E-mail:
mszooauthority@gmail.com).

3. The Deputy Conservator of Forests, Junnar Ghod Project Division and Officer in-
charge, Manikdoh,Leopard Rescue Centre, Khamgaon Colony, Junnar, District
Pune, PIN: 410 502, Maharashtra, E- mail: junnarforestdn@gmail.com

4. The DPA, O/o CZA, (E-mail: dpa-cza@nic.in) – to update database and to upload
on official website of the CZA
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Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

B-1 Wing, 6th Floor,
Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi – 110 003,
Telephone: +91-11-24367846/51/52, E-mail: cza@nic.in 

            Dated 31/03/2021
To
The Chief Wildlife Warden,

Department of Forests,
3rd Floor, Van Bhawan, Ramgiri Road,
Civil Lines, Nagpur – 440 001. (Maharashtra),
E-mail: pccfwlngp@mahaforest.gov.in
 
Subject:  Renewal  of  recognition  of  the  Manikdoh  Leopard  Rescue  Centre,  Junnar,
Maharashtra, under Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 – regarding

 
Reference:

1. This Office Memorandum F.No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I) dated August 25, 2020

2. This Office letter F.No.21-2/2019-CZA(AK)/2058/2020 dated January 8, 2020

3. This Office letter F.No.22-3/2004-CZA(420)(Vol-I)(PKR)/4986/2018 dated December 14, 2018 
4. Application vide letter No.B/D-4/Wildlife/MLRC Renewal/14/2019-2020 dated June 24, 2019 from
the Deputy Conservator of Forests, Ghod Project Division, Junnar

 
Sir,

With  reference  to  above,  the  undersigned  is  directed  to  inform  that  recognition  of  the
Manikdoh  Leopard  Rescue  Centre,  Junnar,  Maharashtra,  under  Section  38-H  of  the  Wild  Life
(Protection) Act, 1972, was valid till September 27, 2019. Application dated June 24, 2019 received in
this office from the Deputy Conservator of Forests, Ghod Project Division, Junnar, for renewal of
recognition. Shri D.N.S. Suman, IFS (Retired), evaluating officer deputed by this office has evaluated
the zoo on January 26 and 27, 2020. Copy of the Evaluation Report is enclosed herewith for your
perusal and needful action.

 
2.         Evaluation Report  of  the Manikdoh Leopard Rescue Centre, Junnar was placed before the

Technical  Committee  in its  96th Meeting held on July 30,  2020.  The Technical  Committee,  after
detailed deliberation, made its recommendation to the Central Zoo Authority. 

 
3.         This office issued Office Memorandum F.No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I) dated August 25, 2020

regarding renewal  of  recognition of the zoo.  Subsequently,  the  Central  Zoo Authority,  in  its  37 th

Meeting held on December 7, 2020, in exercise of powers conferred under sub-section (1), (3) and (4)
of  Section  38-H  under  the  Wild  Life  (Protection)  Act,  1972,  approved  recommendation  of  the
Technical Committee.
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4.         The Central Zoo Authority has regularised the period after September 27, 2019 and renewed
recognition of the Manikdoh Leopard Rescue Centre, Junnar as a Rescue Centre for a period up to
August  19,  2021  subject  to compliance with following conditions  as per the Recognition of Zoo
Rules, 2009 (RZR) and mid-term evaluation of the zoo. 

 

 
5.         A  compliance  report  to  the  Central  Zoo  Authority  on  implementation  of  the  aforesaid
conditions shall be submitted by the zoo within three months of issue of this letter followed by half-
yearly report.
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6.         The renewal of recognition of the Manikdoh Leopard Rescue Centre, Junnar for period beyond
August 19, 2021 as a Rescue Centre would be considered based on compliance of the conditions stated
above and general performance of the zoo. 

 
7.         The recognition of the Manikdoh Leopard Rescue Centre,  Junnar shall  be revoked by the
Central  Zoo Authority at  any point  of  time if  the Zoo Operator is  found not  complying with the
stipulated conditions.

 
This issues with approval of the competent authority.

 
Encls. As above

Yours sincerely

 
 
 

(Sonali Ghosh)
Dy Inspector General Of Forest

 
Copy for information / necessary action to:

 
1. The Principal Secretary to the Government of Maharashtra, Department of Forests,  Mantralaya,
Madam  Cama  Road,  Hutatma  Rajguru  Square,  Nariman  Point,  Mumbai  –  400  032,  E-mail:

sec.forest@maharashtra.gov.in  [Zoo Operator  of  the  Manikdoh Leopard  Rescue  Centre,  Junnar
under Rule 2(m)(III) of the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009]

 
2.  The Member Secretary,  Maharashtra State Zoo Authority,  Third floor,  B Wing,  Administrative
Building No.2, Nagpur – 440 001, Maharashtra, E-mail: mszooauthority@gmail.com

 
3. The Deputy Conservator of Forests, Junnar Ghod Project Division and Officer in-charge, Manikdoh
Leopard Rescue Centre, Khamgaon Colony, Junnar, District Pune, PIN: 410 502, Maharashtra, E-
mail: junnarforestdn@gmail.com 

 
4. The DPA, O/o CZA – to update database and to upload on official website of the CZA.

 
5. File No.22-3/2004-CZA (420) – for record

                                                                                                                      
                                 sd/-

(Sonali Ghosh)
Dy Inspector General Of Forest
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