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Pt. Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,
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To,
 
The Director,
Rajiv Gandhi Zoological Park & Wildlife Research Centre,
Pune Municipal Corporation, Katraj,
Pune – 411 046, Maharashtra.
(E-mail: rajivgandhizoo@punecorporation.org).
 
Sub:- Renewal of recognition to the Rajiv Gandhi Zoological Park and Wildlife Research Centre,
Pune, Maharashtra for period beyond 19.08.2022 under Section 38(H) (1, 3 & 4) of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972 – reg.
Ref:-  

1. This office letter Computer No. 158516, F. No. 21-1/2021-CZA dated ----------.
2. Your letter No. RGZP- 145 /2023-24 dated 10.07.2023.
3. This office letter Computer No. 153933, F. No. 21-2/2019-CZA(Vol.I)(E)-Part(1) dated

31.03.2021.
 

Sir/Madam,
 
With reference to the above cited correspondences, it is to inform that the  evaluation of the Rajiv
Gandhi Zoological Park and Wildlife Research Centre, Pune, Maharashtra was carried out by Ms.
Akanksha Mahajan, DIG (HQ), CZA & Dr.  Devender Kumar, EMO, CZA on 15.08.2023.
 
The evaluation report as submitted by the evaluating officers was placed before the Technical
Committee of the Central Zoo Authority (CZA) in its 110th meeting held on 14.05.2024. 
 
The Technical Committee after deliberation recommended to the Central Zoo Authority for the renewal
of recognition of the Rajiv Gandhi Zoological Park and Wildlife Research Centre, Pune, Maharashtra
beyond the period 19.08.2022 under Section 38-H (1, 3 & 4) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 for
the period of 2 years. Further, the committee also recommended to regularise the intervening period
from the date until the previously accorded recognition was valid till the date of issue of renewal. The
renewal is subject to the conditions stipulated as part IV of the evaluation report (Copy enclosed).
 
Subsequently, the recommendation of the 110th Technical Committee, CZA were approved by
the 41st Meeting of the CZA held on 08.08.2024.
 
The renewal of recognition to the Rajiv Gandhi Zoological Park and Wildlife Research Centre, Pune,
Maharashtra as per the provisions of Section 38(H) (1, 3 & 4)  of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 is
for a period up to 25.10.2026 subject to the compliance of the following directives under the
Recognition of Zoo Rules (RZR), 2009 and mid-term evaluation, and to regularise the period after
19.08.2022:-
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Sl. Norm No. 
under RZ
R, 2009

Particulars of suggestions/recommendation Time period 
to comply

1.  General requirements
 

 10.1(1) For species involved in conservation breeding like the Malabar Gi
ant Squirrel and Rusty Spotted Cat, the zoo must endeavour to es
tablish and sustain population of physically, genetically and beha
viourally healthy animals for furthering the cause of wildlife conser
vation by ensuring permanent identification for all the animals, ge
netic testing for lineage and further maintain detailed animal histor
y cards and studbook.

Immediate.
 

 10.1(2) The zoo shall, ensure proper landscaping and planting of appropri
ate indigenous species, provide a naturalistic environment within t
he zoo for all the species including ungulates.

Immediate.
 

 10.1(4)(5) The perimeter wall must be continually monitored for damage and
fixed with pucca construction when needed.

Immediate.
 

 10.1(8) The elephants in the zoo must remain off display and should not 
be shown to the visitors especially when tethered. The elephant f
acility is to be used only as a camp for the welfare and housing of 
the elephants. The space accorded to the animals must be in line
with the directives issued by the CZA. (7 (m) (ii). Recommended 
guidelines during stakeholder meetings on "Elephants' Upkeep in 
Zoos" (held on 18.03.2013 & 25.10.2013)) and chrome- extension
://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://cza.nic.in/uploads/do
cuments/notifications/orders/english/c- 33.pdf.

Immediate.
 

 10.1(9)
 

The zoo must put in place adequate safeguards to prevent the en
try of stray animals into the premises of the zoo. The wire meshes
around the ungulate enclosures are not conducive to aesthetic vie
wing. The broken portions of the enclosure walls need to be repair
ed.

Immediate.
 

2. Administrative and Staffing Pattern
 10.2(2)

 
Adequate scientific and technical staff must be hired by the zoo w
ith provisions for career progression viz. Veterinary officer, Curato
r, Biologist, Education officer to carry out the responsibilities of ho
using, upkeep and healthcare of zoo animals, data management 
and research and visitor education.

6 months.
 

3. Development and Planning
 10.3(1) The zoo must ensure that the masterplan is updated along with d 3 months
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 etailed collection plan, research and education plan and compreh
ensive conservation breeding plan.

 10.3(7) The zoo shall not accept any rescued animal unless it has approp
riately designed enclosure and upkeep facilities for the animal as 
well as the facilities for keeping it in isolation during quarantine pe
riod.

Immediate.
 

 10.3(8)
 

Whenever any zoo decides to accept any rescued animal for hou
sing, a detailed report regarding the source from which the anima
l has been received, legality of its acquisition and the facilities ava
ilable at the 200 for housing, upkeep and healthcare shall be sent 
to the Chief Wildlife Warden of the State and CZA. The animals a
cquisitioned by the zoo must be included in the inventory. The ani
mals housed in the rescue centre and disposed to ResQ Charitab
le trust has been done without information to CZA and detailed nu
mbers including explanation for the same must be provided by th
e zoo. Some animals had been retained back and detailed inform
ation regarding this must be provided to CZA along with species a
nd numbers, housing details etc.

Immediate.
 

4. Animal housing, display of animals and animal enclosures  
 10.4(1) The zoo should improve landscaping in the enclosures (especiall

y ungulates).
Immediate.
 

 10.4(9)
 

The zoo shall provide appropriately designed and effective stand-
off barriers at every animal display enclosure in a manner that fac
ilitates the visitors in getting unobstructed view of wild animals, wi
thout reaching in the vicinity or proximity of the animals and shall 
also display adequate sign boards so as of give warning to the visi
tors to keep a safe distance from the animals.

3 months.
 

 10.4(10) The interpretation centre must be completed and opened for the 
public.

Immediate.

5. Upkeep and healthcare of animals
 10.5(1) The ungulate species housed off display in individual units must b

e integrated in the population or if surplus must be sent to zoos th
at will accept the animals and have the ability to care for them. Th
e animals housed in the zoo should be marked with permanent I
D so that monitoring of the animals is more effective

Immediate.
 

 10.5(4) Ventilation, light and circulation in the night cells must be improve
d and also feeding and water troughs must be appropriate to the s
pecies of animals housed.

Immediate.
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 10.5(9) All staff involved with upkeep and healthcare of zoo animals shall 
be screened against zoonotic diseases once every year and thos
e found positive to any communicable disease shall be provided a
ppropriate treatment till they get cured and freed of the infection a
nd during the period of such treatment, the infected employees sh
all be kept away from the responsibility of upkeep and healthcare 
of the animals.

Immediate.
 

 10.5(10) The zoo must incorporate data related to biological and social be
haviour of the animals in the records (keeper diary and daily regis
ter) maintained by the Zoo.

Immediate.
 

6. Veterinary and infrastructure facilities
 10.6(3) The zoo must develop the postmortem room, isolation ward, quar

antine ward based on the kind of animals included in the collectio
n plan of the Zoo.

3 months.

 10.6(5)
 

The zoo must engage veterinary support staff (lab assistant, Stoc
kman/compounder) as per the recommendation of CZA.

3 months.

 10.6(6) The zoo must develop strong MoU for collaborative research and 
assistance with veterinary interventions.

3 months.

7. Post-mortem and disposal of carcasses of animals
 10.7(3)

 
In the event of the postmortem being inconclusive and no specific
reason for death is identified, the zoo authorities shall send the s
amples of the tissues and organs, blood, viscera etc. for further e
xamination to the qualified diagnostic laboratory having adequate 
specialization for further investigation and identifying the cause of
death.

Immediate.
 

9. Acquisition and breeding of animals
 10.9(4) The zoo must acquire mates for single and unpaired animals on p

riority basis (eg Cuckatoo) and in the event of failing to find amate
for single and unpaired animal within a period of six months, the u
npaired or single animal shall be transferred or exchanged with a
ny other zoo in accordance with the norms specified by the Centr
al Zoo Authority in this regard.

6 months.
 

 10.9(8) The zoo shall, with a view to prevent inbreeding and the loss of h
eterozygosity, maintain the animal history cards &stud and herd b
ook for the animals of endangered species housed in the zoo and
put appropriate permanent identification marks egs (PIT tags). M
arking data to be included in the animal history cards.

2 months.
 

 10.9(9) The zoo shall limit the number of animals of spotted deer, black b
uck within the limits set by the animal collection plan of the zoo a
nd the CZA by implementing appropriate population control meas
ures with due consideration of the health and welfare of the anima

Immediate.
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ls and interest of their long-term survival.

 10.9(11)
 

The zoo shall release any captive animal into the wild except in a
ccordance with the norms specified by the Central Zo Authority in
this regard. The information regarding the animals disposed from 
the collection to ResQ Charitable Trust will be provided to the CZ
A.

Immediate.
 

 10 General Recommendation
 1. Management at the entry gate has to be streamlined so as to not 

have uncontrolled crowds especially on days with heavy footfall.
Immediate.

 2.
 

Biosecurity protocols within the zoo at the animal houses have to 
improve. The plastic tubs used to hold liquid potassium permanga
nate to be removed.

Immediate.

 3. The zoo staff must be encouraged to upgrade their skills and cap
acities and implement the learnings.

Immediate

 4. The foot care for the elephants and general health has to be moni
tored closely and improved.

Immediate.

 
A time bound compliance report regarding progress made in implementation of the aforesaid
conditions should be submitted to the Central Zoo Authority within 30 days of the date of issue of this
letter and half yearly compliance report should also be submitted subsequently.

 
The renewal of recognition to the Rajiv Gandhi Zoological Park and Wildlife Research Centre, Pune,
Maharashtra for period beyond 25.10.2026 would be considered on the basis of compliance of the
conditions stated above and general performance of the Zoo.
 
The recognition to the Rajiv Gandhi Zoological Park and Wildlife Research Centre, Pune, Maharashtra
shall be revoked by the Central Zoo Authority, at any point of time, if the, Zoo Operator is found not
complying with the stipulated conditions.

 
 

Yours Sincerely,
 

Encl.: Evaluation Report.
           

            SANJAY KUMAR SHUKLA
MEMBER SECRETARY

 
Copy to:-
 

1. The Chief Wildlife Warden, Department of Forests, 3 rd Floor, Van Bhawan, Ramgiri Road, Civil
Lines, Nagpur – 440 001, Maharashtra (E-mail: pccfwlngp@mahaforest.gov.in).

2. The Member Secretary, Maharashtra State Zoo Authority, 3 rd Floor, B-Wing, Administrative
Building No. 2, Nagpur – 440 001, Maharashtra (E-mail: mszooauthority@gmail.com).

3. The Commissioner, Pune Municipal Corporation, PMC Building, Near Mangla Theatre,
Shivajinagar, Pune-411 005. Maharashtra (E-mail:pmcmco@gmail.com).

4. The DPA, CZA – to update database.
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Computer No. 153933

 
Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

B-1 Wing, 6th Floor,
Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi – 110 003,
Telephone: +91-11-24367846/51/52, E-mail: cza@nic.in 

            Dated 31/03/2021
To
The Chief Wildlife Warden,

Department of Forests,
3rd Floor, Van Bhawan, Ramgiri Road,
Civil Lines, Nagpur – 440 001. (Maharashtra),
E-mail: pccfwlngp@mahaforest.gov.in
 
Subject: Renewal of recognition of the Rajiv Gandhi Zoological  Park and Wildlife Research
Centre,  Pune,  Maharashtra,  under  Section  38-H  of  the  Wild  Life  (Protection)  Act,  1972  –
regarding

 
Reference:

1. This Office Memorandum F.No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I) dated August 25, 2020

2. This Office letter F.No.21-2/2019-CZA(AK)/2058/2020 dated January 8, 2020

3. This Office letter F.No.21-2/2003-CZA (418) (Vol-VI) (AK)/4975/2018 dated December 17, 2018 

4.  Application in  Form – I  vide e-mail  dated January 24,  2020 from the Director,  Rajiv Gandhi
Zoological Park & Wildlife Research Centre, Pune

 
Sir,

With reference to above, the undersigned is directed to inform that recognition of the Rajiv
Gandhi Zoological Park and Wildlife Research Centre, Pune, Maharashtra, under Section 38-H of the
Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, was valid till November 18, 2019. Application dated January 24,
2020 received in this office from the Director, Rajiv Gandhi Zoological Park & Wildlife Research
Centre,  Pune,  for  renewal  of  recognition.  Shri  D.N.S.  Suman,  IFS  (Retired),  evaluating  officer/s
deputed by this office has evaluated the zoo on January 28, 2020. Copy of the Evaluation Report is
enclosed herewith for your perusal and needful action.

 
2.         Evaluation Report of the Rajiv Gandhi Zoological Park and Wildlife Research Centre, Pune

was placed before the Technical Committee in its 96th Meeting held on July 30, 2020. The Technical
Committee, after detailed deliberation, made its recommendation to the Central Zoo Authority. 

 
3.         This office issued Office Memorandum F.No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I) dated August 25, 2020

regarding renewal  of  recognition of the zoo.  Subsequently,  the  Central  Zoo Authority,  in  its  37 th

Meeting held on December 7, 2020, in exercise of powers conferred under sub-section (1), (3) and (4)
of  Section  38-H  under  the  Wild  Life  (Protection)  Act,  1972,  approved  recommendation  of  the
Technical Committee.
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4.         The Central Zoo Authority has regularised the period after November 18, 2019 and renewed
recognition of the Rajiv Gandhi Zoological Park and Wildlife Research Centre, Pune as a Medium
Zoo for a period up to  August 19, 2022 subject to compliance with following conditions as per the
Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009 (RZR) and mid-term evaluation of the zoo. 
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5.         A  compliance  report  to  the  Central  Zoo  Authority  on  implementation  of  the  aforesaid
conditions shall be submitted by the zoo within three months of issue of this letter followed by half-
yearly report.

 
6.         The renewal of recognition of the Rajiv Gandhi Zoological Park and Wildlife Research Centre,
Pune for period beyond August 19,  2022 as a Medium Zoo would be considered on the basis of
compliance of the conditions stated above and general performance of the zoo. 

 
7.         The recognition of the Rajiv Gandhi Zoological Park and Wildlife Research Centre, Pune shall
be revoked by the Central  Zoo Authority  at  any  point  of  time  if  the  Zoo Operator  is  found not
complying with the stipulated conditions.

 
This issues with approval of the competent authority.

 
Encls. As above

Yours sincerely

 

 
 

(Sonali Ghosh)
Dy Inspector General Of Forest

Copy for information / necessary action to:

 
1. The Principal Secretary to the Government of Maharashtra, Department of City Development, 4th
Floor,  Secretariat,  Madam  Cama  Road,  Hutatma  Rajguru  Chowk,  Nariman  Point,  Churchgate,
Mumbai,  Maharashtra  400 032,  E-mail:  psec.ud1@maharashtra.gov.in [Zoo Operator  of  the  Rajiv
Gandhi Zoological Park and Wildlife Research Centre, Pune under Rule 2(m)(III) of the Recognition
of Zoo Rules, 2009]

 
2.  The Member Secretary,  Maharashtra State Zoo Authority,  Third floor,  B Wing,  Administrative
Building No.2, Nagpur – 440 001, Maharashtra, E-mail: mszooauthority@gmail.com
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3.  The  Commissioner,  Pune  Municipal  Corporation,  PMC  Building,  Near  Mangla
Theatre, Shivajinagar, Pune-411 005. E-mail:pmcmco@gmail.com

 
4.  The  Director,  Rajiv  Gandhi  Zoological  Park  &  Wildlife  Research  Centre,  Pune  Municipal
Corporation, Katraj, Pune – 411 046, E-mail: rajivgandhizoo@punecorporation.org

 
5. The DPA, O/o CZA – to update database and to upload on official website of the CZA.

 
6. File No.21-2/2003-CZA(418) – for record

                                                                                                                      
                                 sd/-

(Sonali Ghosh)
Dy Inspector General Of Forest
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