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To,

 

The Chief Wildlife Warden,

Department of Forest and Wildlife,

Forest Headquarters, Vazhuthacaud,

Thiruvananthapuram – 695014, Kerala

(E-mail: cww.for@kerala.gov.in).

 

Sub.- Grant of renewal of recognition to the MVR Snake Park and Zoo, Parassinikkadavu,

Kerala beyond the period 19.08.2021 - reg.

Ref.-  

1. Fees application vide Zoo Director letter dated 28.06.2021.

2. This office letter Computer No. 151172 dated 27.05.2022.

 

Sir/Madam,

 

With reference to the above cited correspondences, it is to inform that the evaluation of the MVR

Snake Park and Zoo, Parassinikkadavu, Kerala was carried out by Shri T.Ajay Kumar, EMA, CZA on

30 & 31 May, 2022.

 

The evaluation report as submitted by the evaluating officer was placed before the Technical

Committee of the Central Zoo Authority (CZA) in its 109th meeting held on 10.11.2023. 

 

The Technical Committee after deliberation recommended to the Central Zoo Authority for the renewal

of recognition of the MVR Snake Park and Zoo, Parassinikkadavu, Kerala beyond the period

19.08.2021 under Section 38-H (1, 3 & 4) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 for the period of one

year. Further, the committee also recommended to regularise the intervening period from the date

until the previously accorded recognition was valid till the date of issue of renewal. The renewal is

subject to the conditions stipulated as part IV of the evaluation report (Copy enclosed).

 

Subsequently, the recommendation of the 109 th Technical Committee, CZA were approved by the

Central Zoo Authority in its 40th Meeting held on 28.11.2023.

 

The renewal of recognition to the MVR Snake Park and Zoo, Parassinikkadavu, Kerala as per the

provisions of Section 38(H) (1, 3 & 4) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 is for a period up to

10.03.2026 subject to the compliance of the following directives under the Recognition of Zoo Rules

(RZR), 2009 and mid-term evaluation, and to regularise the period after 19.08.2021–

 

Sl. Norm

No.

under

RZR,

2009

Particulars of suggestions/recommendation Time period

to comply

1. General requirements

1.  
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1.  10.1(7) Existing arrangement of waste management requires improvement in

terms of the Waste Management Rules notified by the Central

Government in the year 2016.

One year.

3. Development and Planning

2.  10.3(1) Zoo management needs to pursue compliance with

conditions stipulated by the CZA while approval of the Master Plan and

obtain authentication of the Plan. Only then the approval shall be

deemed effective.

Three

months.

3.  10.3(3) While veterinary infrastructure made available is inadequate and

multiple facilities are in cramped condition, children’s play area,

eateries and souvenir shops occupy remarkably large area. This should

be addressed while implementation of the Master Plan. Options may be

explored to shift Children’s Play area

near ticket counter or any other location adequately

away from animal enclosures.

Three

months.

4.  10.3(6) Animal Collection may be reviewed in accordance with availability of

area.

Three

months.

5.  10.3(7) Zoo should refrain from acceptance of rescued animals for which it

does not have facility of appropriate dimension in off-display area.

Forthwith.

4. Animal housing, display of animals and animal enclosures

6.  10.4(2) Old animal enclosures that do not meet the prescribed design and

dimension should be addressed while implementation of the Master

Plan.

One year.

7.  10.4(3) It is observed that some of the service entry to animal houses do not

have provision to lock from inside. Same is the case with the double

door service entry of the enclosure housing King Cobra.

Immediately.

8.  10.4(3) While implementation of the Master Plan, efforts be

made to avoid visual barrier for visitors to view captive animals on

display.

One year.

9.  10.4(8) It is noticed that during the period since previous

evaluation, construction has been taken up for housing of endangered

species without prior approval of design from the CZA. Proposal Shall

be forwarded to the CZA for consideration post-facto.

Immediately.

10.  10.4(9) Stand-off barriers should have hedge plantation for

effective barrier and camouflage. Currently, stand-off

barriers have bright yellow colour. It should be ensured that colours are

chosen to have nature immersion effect.

One year.

5. Upkeep and healthcare of animals

11.  10.5(1) It is learnt that the zoo management is offering captive animals (Rat

Snakes) on display as feed. Zoo management should explain for

continuance of this practice despite condition stipulated by the CZA in

the past to stop the practice and to acquire feed from permissible

sources.

Immediately.

12.  10.5(10) Records of the animals (Animal History Card, Keeper’s Diary, Daily

Report and Treatment Card) are not being maintained in format

prescribed by the Central Zoo Authority. None of the captive animals

in the collection are marked. Animal History Cards do not have entries

regarding source of acquisition. Keeper’s Diary and Daily Report do not

exist in continuity. Record Keeping is not in compliance with the norms.

Immediate and time bound corrective action is required.

Immediately.

6. Veterinary and infrastructure facilities

13.  10.6(1) Given the diversity and quantum of animal collection, veterinary

infrastructure made available is inadequate and multiple facilities are in

cramped condition. Currently, isolation / off-display area, zoo hospital,

post-mortem room and carcass disposal area are all cramped together

in a small area. This should be addressed.

One year.

14.  10.6(3) The Zoo should have Quarantine Area and Isolation One year.
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Ward in the Zoo.

9. Acquisition and breeding of animals

15.  10.9(4) In the previous evaluation, it was observed that Barn owl, Fish owl,

White necked stork, Red sand boa, Trinket snake, Common wolf snake

and Travancore Tortoise are singly housed in the Zoo. The Zoo

management was directed to pair single sexed animals. Did not

appreciate any effort in this direction to pair singly housed animals. Zoo

management has to come with time bound commitment for compliance

failing which shall forward proposal for transfer of such singly housed

animals to zoos having appropriate facility and viable population of the

species.

Two

months.

12. Visitors’ facilities

16.  10.12(1) Zoo management should ascertain carrying capacity of visitors and

plan associated infrastructure and managerial interventions

accordingly.

Three

months.

17.  10.12(3) While implementation of Master Plan, all animal enclosures of the zoo

shall be made accessible to physically challenged visitors.

One year.

Rule 11 - Maintenance of records and submission of inventory

18.   Till a policy decision is taken by the Central Zoo Authority and the

Central Government regarding inclusion of column specifically to report

eggs in the

Form – II, given the serious nature of complaints filed against this zoo

regarding source of acquisition of animals, the MVR Snake Park and

Zoo, Parassinikkadavu, shall submit a separate report on

eggs to the CZA through e-mail on quarterly and annual basis. This is

in view of eggs forming part of

the definition of ‘animal under Section 2(1) of the Wild Life (Protection)

Act, 1972.

Forthwith.

Other recommendation as per provisions of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972

19.   Proposal should be submitted for consideration of the CZA post-facto

regarding possession of rescued wild animals that do not have

permission under section 38-I of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972. It

is noticed that the zoo management is in possession of rescued

animals (Jungle Cat, Monitor Lizard, Trinket Snake, Peafowl, Silver

Pheasant and Parakeets) without requisite permission.

Immediately.

20.   In the previous evaluation, it was observed that undeclared articles

derived from wild animals (snake moults) are in possession of the Zoo

in the Animal Supervisor’s Office and the CZA stipulated condition that

the same should be immediately disposed of in consultation with the

Chief Wildlife Warden of the State. However, shifting location of the

animal articles from one holding area to another within the premises of

two different establishments operated by the Society that is operating

the MVR Snake Park and Zoo does not fulfil the requirement specified

in the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972. The said animal articles should

be declared to the Chief Wildlife Warden of the State for decision as

deemed appropriate. Possession of animal articles without permission

amounts to hunting. Corrective action be taken and compliance be

reported to the CZA.

Immediately.

 

A time bound compliance report regarding progress made in implementation of the aforesaid

conditions should be submitted to the Central Zoo Authority within 30 days of the date of issue of this

letter and half yearly compliance report should also be submitted subsequently.

 

The renewal of recognition to the MVR Snake Park and Zoo, Parassinikkadavu, Kerala for period

beyond 10.03.2026 would be considered on the basis of compliance of the conditions stated above

and general performance of the Zoo.
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The recognition to the MVR Snake Park and Zoo, Parassinikkadavu, Kerala shall be revoked by the

Central Zoo Authority, at any point of time, if the, Zoo Operator is found not complying with the

stipulated conditions.

Yours sincerely,

Encl. - Evaluation Report.

          

 
 

(R. Raghu Prasad)

Member Secretary

Copy to -

1. The Director, MVR Snake Park and Zoo, Parassinikkadavu (P.O.), Kannur District, PIN:

670563, Kerala (E-mail: ag@thesnakepark.com, mail@thesnakepark.com).

2. The DPA, CZA – to update database.
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