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Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

Central Zoo Authority

B-1 Wing, 6th Floor,

Pt. Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road,

New Delhi – 110 003

Tel.: 011-24367846/51/52

E-mail: cza@nic.in

Date: 05.05.2025

To,

 

The Chief Wildlife Warden,

Department of Forests,

Aranya Bhawan, Bidhan Nagar,

Block -LA, No - 10A, Sector –III,

Kolkata - 700106,

(E-mail: wb.wildlife@gmail.com)

 

Sub.- Renewal of recognition to the Zoological Garden, Alipore, Kolkata for period beyond

19.08.2023 under Section 38(H) (1, 3 & 4) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 – reg.

Ref.-  

1. This office letter Computer No. 140196 dated 04.01.2021.

2. Application letter No. 419/ZGA/ESTT/23-24 dated 28.06.2023 from the Director, Zoological

Garden, Alipore, Kolkata.

3. This office letter Computer No. 158516 dated 07.06.2024.

 

Sir/Madam,

 

With reference to the above cited correspondences, it is to inform that the  recognition of the Zoological

Garden, Alipore, Kolkata was accorded up to 19.08.2023 vide letter referred at Sl. 1 above. The

application for the renewal of recognition of the Zoological Garden, Alipore, Kolkata for the period

beyond 19.08.2023 was received by this office vide letter referred at Sl. 2 above.

 

Shri P. C. Tyagi, IFS (Retd.) and Shri Hemant Kumar, IFS (Retd.), were deputed by this office to carry

out the evaluation of the Zoological Garden, Alipore, Kolkata vide CZA letter referred at Sl. 3 above.

The Zoo was accordingly evaluated on 12th and 13th June 2024.

 

The evaluation report submitted by the evaluating officers was placed before the Technical Committee

of the Central Zoo Authority (CZA) in its 112th meeting held on 19.12.2024. 

 

The Technical Committee after deliberation recommended to the Central Zoo Authority for the renewal

of recognition of the Zoological Garden, Alipore, Kolkata beyond the period 19.08.2023 under Section

38-H (1, 3 & 4) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 for the period of 3 years. Further, the committee

also recommended to regularise the intervening period from the date until the previously accorded

recognition was valid till the date of issue of renewal. The renewal is subject to the conditions

stipulated as part IV of the evaluation report (Copy enclosed).

 

Subsequently, the recommendation of the 112 th Technical Committee, CZA were approved by the

Chairperson, CZA.

 

The renewal of recognition to the Zoological Garden, Alipore, Kolkata as per the provisions of Section

38(H) (1, 3 & 4)  of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 is for a period up to 25.02.2028 subject to the

compliance of the following directives under the Recognition of Zoo Rules (RZR), 2009 and mid-term

evaluation, and to regularize the period after 19.08.2023-
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Sl. Norm

No.

under

RZR,

2009

Particulars of suggestions/recommendation Time period

to comply

1. General requirements

1.  1.1(b) The Zoo should evaluate the breeding stock of animals by

referring to stud book to find out which animals are highly inbred

and require the introduction of new blood to increase the genetic

viability of animals.

Two months.

2.  1.2 & 1.5 The Zoo should enhance the naturalistic environment in the Zoo

scape by first evaluating the existing landscape and introducing

a natural façade, covering blank and desolate areas and

planting appropriate species as buffers to prevent disturbance

from high-rise flats overlooking the boundary of the Zoo.

Six months.

2. Administrative and Staffing Pattern

3.  2.3 Permanent posts must be created for career progression and

complementing schemes for promotions. The permanent and

experienced technical staff will put extra effort into maintaining

the highest grade of health and husbandry management of

animals housed in the Zoo.

Six months.

3. Development and planning

4.  3.3 As per the approved Master plan, development work should be

completed as early as possible.

Two Years.

5.  3.3 The Zoo must evaluate the hard structures viz buildings,

including the visitor facilities, to ensure that the natural

landscape of the zoo has not been affected due to such

structures use appropriate colour schemes

besides the drainage and cleanliness and hygiene should be

maintained.

One year.

6.  3.5 & 3.6 The Zoo should not accept any rescued animal for which it does

not have an appropriately designed enclosure and upkeep

facilities including quarantine facilities.

Immediate.

4. Animal Housing, display of animals & animal enclosures

7.  4.1 & 4.6 The Zoo should ensure that the animals are displayed in nature

immersing (naturalistic) enclosures with species-specific

appropriate enrichment to meet the behavioural requirements.

The carnivore and reptile enclosure enrichment requires

improvement.  immersion effect and naturalistic enclosure In

carnivore enclosure waterfalls and artifacts provided which are

not naturally designed to look like streams with mud banks and

sandy and boulders strewn. The white and bluish colour does

not merge with the landscape.

Six months.
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8.  4.2 Where horizontal expansion is impossible, vertical expansion

can be made, particularly for arboreal animals and birds, to

provide sufficient and better accommodation.

Six Months.

9.  4.8 New animal enclosures to house animals of endangered species

should be built only after approval of CZA.

Six Months.

10.  4.9 The Zoo should provide appropriate screening between adjacent

enclosures by creating vegetative buffers wherever they are

insufficient to safeguard against the animals getting unduly

excited or stressed due to the visibility of animals housed in

these enclosures.

Six Months.

11.  4.10 The Zoo should provide interactive interpretation facilities to

explain the ecology, biology and behaviour of the animals

displayed.

Three months.

5. Upkeep and healthcare of animals

12.  5.1(b) Enclosures and animal facilities

 

The antagonistic behaviour of animals during rutting season and

their territorial nature requires the animal to be segregated and

such animals separated should be provided housing as per

standards specified by the

Central Zoo Authority. The following animals viz Brow-antlered

deer, Emu, Peacock, Southern Screamer, and Male Black Buck

were separated from their respective groups due to their erratic

and fighting behaviour should be observed and their behavioural

repertoire should guide how they can be integrated with the

group.

Three months.

13.  5.2 Nutrition and Food Hygiene General  

14.  5.2 Carnivore food and hygiene  

The meat house should be separated from the stores and

kitchen and the improvement works should be completed

expeditiously.

Six Months.

15.  5.2 Meat storage and supply rooms should be pest—and fly-proof

with rustfree nets. The entire building generally requires

periodical whitewash and fixing of rust-free light-proof mats on

all outside doors and windows.

Six Months.

16.  5.2 Zoo must get a freezer. Six Months.

17.  5.2 More cemented feeding platforms in the herbivore enclosures so

that all animals will get their share of food.

Six Months.
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18.  5.3 The facility for processing and storing captive animals’ food

should be fly-proofed, with all doors and windows screened.

Six Months.

Nutrition and Food Hygiene General

19.  5.2 Considering Kolkata’s hot and humid climate, Food should be

stored in metallic drums to prevent moisture, mould, and pests.

Six Months.

20.  5.2 Zoo must get a freezer. Six Months.

21.  5.2 More cemented feeding platforms in the herbivore enclosures so

that all animals will get their share of food.

Six Months.

6. Veterinary and Infrastructure Facilities

22.  6.1 Should procure Ultra-low freezer (-700C) for serum banking and

diagnostic samples.

Six Months.

23.  6.1 Should procure a Hand-held refractometer for Total Serum

Solids.

Six Months.

24.  6.1 Although the fully developed Zoo Vet Hospital is across the

road, the Zoo must have a small hospital on its campus to treat

minor injuries. A battery-operated ambulance for animal

treatment is also required.

Three months.

25.  6.6 To fulfil objectives specified in recognition of Zoo rules, 2009, an

MoU with appropriate institutions working in wild animal health

care is to be expedited.

Six Months.

7. Post-mortem and disposal of carcasses of animals

26.  7.2 Based on the death records, a comprehensive study on the

cause of death of different groups of animals is to be done.

Based on this, comprehensive disease management plans and

animal husbandry practices can be developed to deal with

diseases in the future and save the zoo’s animals.

Six Months.

27.  7.4 Zoo management should find a suitable place to bury dead

animals and establish an incinerator as soon as possible.

Six months.

8. Euthanasia

28.  8.1 A hyena is suffering from terminal blood cancer. The animal may

be considered to be euthanized if it is essential for relieving

suffering as per the norms of CZA.

Immediate.

9. Acquisition and breeding of animals

29.  9.2 The Zoo should acquire animals through exchange, loaning

based on scientific assessment of their lineage and genetic

relatedness (lineage, mean kinship value, and heterozygosity

details from stud book) to Safeguard against ill effects of

inbreeding on the zoo population.

Immediate.
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30.  9.4 All unpaired animals should be paired on a priority. Immediate

 

A time bound compliance report regarding progress made in implementation of the aforesaid

conditions should be submitted to the Central Zoo Authority within 30 days of the date of issue of this

letter and half yearly compliance report should also be submitted subsequently.

 

The renewal of recognition to the Zoological Garden, Alipore, Kolkata for period beyond 25.02.2028

would be considered on the basis of compliance of the conditions stated above and general

performance of the Zoo.

 

The recognition to the Zoological Garden, Alipore, Kolkata shall be revoked by the Central Zoo

Authority, at any point of time, if the, Zoo Operator is found not complying with the stipulated

conditions.

  

Yours Sincerely,

 

Encl. – Evaluation Report.

           

           

(R. Raghu Prasad)

Member Secretary

Copy to -

1. The Principal Secretary to the Government of West Bengal, Department of Forests, Aranya

Bhawan, Block LA-10A, Sector – III, Saltlake, Kolkata – 700 106, West Bengal (E-mail:

secforest@wb.gov.in) [Zoo Operator of the Zoological Garden, Alipore, Kolkata under Rule

2(m)(III) of the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009].

2. The Member Secretary, West Bengal Zoo Authority, 2nd Floor, KB-19, Sector-III, Salt Lake City,

Kolkata – 700 098, West Bengal (E-mail: mswbza@gmail.com, wbzooauthority@yahoo.in).

3. The Director, Zoological Garden, Alipore, Kolkata – 700 027, West Bengal (E-mail:

director@kolkatazoo.in).

4. The DPA, CZA – to update database.
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Computer No. 140196
Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

B-1 Wing, 6th Floor,
Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi – 110 003,
Telephone: +91-11-24367846/51/52, E-mail: cza@nic.in

            Dated 04/01/2021
To
The Chief Wildlife Warden,
Department of Forests, 
Aranya Bhawan, Bidhan Nagar, 
Block -LA, No - 10A, Sector –III, Kolkata - 700 106, 
E-mail: wb.wildlife@gmail.com

 
Subject: Renewal of recognition of the Zoological Garden, Alipore, Kolkata, West Bengal, under
Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 – regarding

 
Reference:

1. This Office Memorandum F.No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I) dated 25th August 2020

2. This Office letter F.No.21-2/2019-CZA(AK)/2075/2020 dated 10th January 2020

3. This Office letter F.No.19-45/92-CZA(328)(Vol-III)(Pt.)(NS)/8024 dated 18th November 2015 

4. Application vide letter No.351-ZGA/18-19 dated 28th August 2018 from the Director, Zoological 
Garden, Alipore
 
Sir,

With  reference  to  above,  the  undersigned  is  directed  to  inform  that  recognition  of  the
Zoological Garden, Alipore, Kolkata, West Bengal under Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection)

Act, 1972, was valid till 30th November 2018. Application for renewal of recognition was received in

this  office  vide  letter  No.351-ZGA/18-19  dated  28th August  2018  from the  Director,  Zoological
Garden, Alipore. Shri Rupak De, IFS (Retired) and Dr. A.B. Shrivastava, evaluating officers deputed

by this office have evaluated the zoo on 29th and 30th January 2020. Copy of the Evaluation Report is
enclosed herewith for your perusal and needful action.

 
2.         Evaluation Report of the Zoological Garden, Alipore, Kolkata was placed before the Technical

Committee  in  its  96th Meeting  held  on  30th July  2020.  The  Technical  Committee,  after  detailed
deliberation, made its recommendation to the Central Zoo Authority. 

3.         This  office  issued  Office  Memorandum F.No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I)  dated  25th August
2020 regarding renewal of recognition of the zoo. Subsequently, the Central Zoo Authority, in its 37 th

Meeting held on 7th December 2020, in exercise of powers conferred under sub-section (1), (3) and
(4) of Section 38-H under the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, approved recommendation of the
Technical Committee.
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4.         The Central Zoo Authority has regularised the period after 30th November 2018 and renewed

recognition of the Zoological Garden, Alipore, Kolkata as a Large Zoo for a period up to 19th August
2023  subject  to compliance with following conditions as per the Recognition of Zoo Rules,  2009
(RZR) and mid-term evaluation of the zoo. 

File No.19-45/92-CZA(328)(Vol-IX)(E)



 

5.         A  compliance  report  to  the  Central  Zoo  Authority  on  implementation  of  the  aforesaid
conditions shall be submitted by the zoo within three months of issue of this letter followed by half-
yearly report.

 

6.         The renewal of recognition of the Zoological Garden, Alipore, Kolkata for period beyond 19 th

August 2023 as a Large Zoo would be considered on the basis of compliance of the conditions stated
above and general performance of the zoo. 
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7.         The recognition of the Zoological Garden, Alipore, Kolkata shall be revoked by the Central
Zoo Authority at any point of time if the Zoo Operator is found not complying with the stipulated
conditions.

This issues with approval of the competent authority.
Encls. As above

Yours sincerely

 

  
 

(Sonali Ghosh)
Dy Inspector General Of Forest

 
Copy for information / necessary action to:

 
1.  The  Principal  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  West  Bengal,  Department  of  Forests,  Aranya
Bhawan,  Block  LA-10A,  Sector  –  III,  Saltlake,  Kolkata  –  700  106,  West  Bengal,  E-mail:
secforest@wb.gov.in [Zoo Operator of the Zoological Garden, Alipore, Kolkata under Rule 2(m)(III)
of the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009]

 

2. The Member Secretary, West Bengal Zoo Authority, 2nd Floor, KB-19, Sector-III, Salt Lake City,
Kolkata – 700 098, West Bengal, E-mail: mswbza@gmail.com, wbzooauthority@yahoo.in

 
3.  The  Director,  Zoological  Garden,  Alipore,  Kolkata  –  700  027,  West  Bengal,  E-mail:
director@kolkatazoo.in

 
4. The DPA, CZA – to update database and to upload on website.

                                                                                                                      
                                 sd/-

(Sonali Ghosh)
Dy Inspector General Of Forest
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