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Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

Central Zoo Authority

B-1 Wing, 6th Floor,

Pt. Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road,

New Delhi – 110 003

Tel.: 011-24367846/51/52

E-mail: cza@nic.in

Date:  29.04.2025

To,

 

The Chief Wildlife Warden,

Department of Forests,

Aranya Bhawan, Bidhan Nagar,

Block -LA, No - 10A, Sector –III,

Kolkata - 700106, West Bengal

(E-mail: wb.wildlife@gmail.com)

 

Sub.- Renewal of recognition to the Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park, Darjeeling,

West Bengal for period beyond 19.08.2022 under Section 38(H) (1, 3 & 4) of the Wildlife

(Protection) Act, 1972 – reg.

Ref.-  

1. This office letter Computer No. 145290 dated 19.08.2022.

2. Application letter No. 519/P.A.62(GENL/GRANT-RECOGN)-CZA/PNHZP/22-23 dated

18.08.2022 received from the Director, Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park,

Darjeeling, West Bengal.

3. This office letter Computer No. 158516 dated 07.06.2024.

 

Sir/Madam,

 

With reference to the above cited correspondences, it is to inform that the  recognition of the Padmaja

Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park, Darjeeling, West Bengal was accorded up to 19.08.2022 vide letter

referred at Sl. 1 . The application for the renewal of recognition of the Padmaja Naidu Himalayan

Zoological Park, Darjeeling, West Bengal for the period beyond 19.08.2022 was received by this office

vide letter referred at Sl. 2 above.

 

Sh. P.C. Tyagi IFS, Retd PCCF and HoFF, Tamil Nadu and Sh. R. Hemanth Kumar IFS, Retd PCCF,

Uttar Pradesh were deputed by this office to carry out the evaluation of the Padmaja Naidu Himalayan

Zoological Park, Darjeeling, West Bengal vide CZA letter referred at Sl. 3 above. The Zoo was

accordingly evaluated on 14.17.06.2024.

 

The evaluation report as submitted by the evaluating officers was placed before the Technical

Committee of the Central Zoo Authority (CZA) in its 112th meeting held on 19.12.2024. 

 

The Technical Committee after deliberation recommended to the Central Zoo Authority for the renewal

of recognition of the Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park, Darjeeling, West Bengal beyond the

period 19.08.2022 under Section 38-H (1, 3 & 4) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 for the period

of 2 years. Further, the committee also recommended to regularize the intervening period from the

date until the previously accorded recognition was valid till the date of issue of renewal. The renewal is

subject to the conditions stipulated as part IV of the evaluation report (Copy enclosed).

 

Subsequently, the recommendation of the 112 th Technical Committee, CZA were approved by the

Chairperson, CZA.
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The renewal of recognition to the Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park, Darjeeling, West Bengal

as per the provisions of Section 38(H) (1, 3 & 4)  of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 is for a period

up to 25.02.2027 subject to the compliance of the following directives under the Recognition of Zoo

Rules (RZR), 2009 and mid-term evaluation, and to regularise the period after 19.08.2022-

 

Sl. Norm

No.

under

RZR,

2009

Particulars of suggestions/recommendation Time

period to

comply

1. General requirements

1.  10.1(7) The Zoo is located in high rainfall area, with natural drainage, however

the run-off water should be systematically diverted by planning new and

maintaining the old storm water drains.

Six

months.

2. Administrative and Staffing Pattern

2.  10.2 (3) The recruitment rules for scientific and technical posts to ensure career

progression and staff development.

Six

Months.

3. Animal Housing, display of animals & animal enclosures

3.  10.4(1) Few enclosures housing animals (Herbivores and Himalayan wolf)

have been constructed with the visitor road and viewing from above

because of design constraints in the steep hilly terrain. These

enclosures have to be made naturalistic and view blinds have to be

covered maintaining the immersion effect.

Six

Months.

4. Upkeep and Health Care

4.  10.5.3(7) The Zoo should enter into a written MOU with Veterinary institution in

the region for healthcare, preventive health management, surgical

interventions, clinical tests, disease diagnosis, and general

consultation. 

Six

months.

5. Veterinary and Infrastructure Facilities

5.  10.6(1&3) The Zoo should procure a pick-up all terrain van for quick movement of

rescue staff for handling rescued animals, considering that the Zoo has

three different facilities in different locations at considerable distance.

Six

Months.

6. Acquisition and Breeding of animals

6.  10.9(4) The Zoo should make an effort to pair the two single male animals, two

Royal Bengal Tigers without a mate since 05.07.2010 and the other

since 15.11.2022 respectively.  

One year.

7.  10.9.6(b)

& (d)

The Zoo has prepared a scientific conservation breeding and species

recovery plans for the species entrusted to them by CZA as

coordinating and participating Zoos. However the palns need to be

revised to include composite information on the founder population that

is needed, information on their lineage, heterozygosity, mean kinship

values so that the program raises physically and genetically healthy

stocks fit to be released in the wild.

One Year.

8.  10.9.6(f) The Zoo should interact regularly with the coordinating and participating

zoos and exchange information on the designated species and should

try to pool resources for scientific management of conservation

breeding program.

Immediate.

 

A time bound compliance report regarding the progress made in implementation of the aforesaid

conditions should be submitted to the Central Zoo Authority within 30 days of the date of issue of this

letter and half yearly compliance report should also be submitted subsequently.

 

The renewal of recognition to the Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park, Darjeeling, West Bengal

for period beyond 25.02.2027 would be considered on the basis of compliance of the conditions stated

above and general performance of the Zoo.

 

The recognition to the Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park, Darjeeling, West Bengal  shall be
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revoked by the Central Zoo Authority, at any point of time, if the, Zoo Operator is found not complying

with the stipulated conditions.

  

Yours Sincerely,

 

Encl. – Evaluation Report.

 
           

           

(R. Raghu Prasad)

Member Secretary

 

Copy to-

1. The Principal Secretary to the Government of West Bengal, Department of Forests, Aranya

Bhawan, Block LA-10A, Sector – III, Saltlake, Kolkata – 700 106, West Bengal, E-mail:

secforest@wb.gov.in [Zoo Operator of the Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park,

Darjeeling under Rule 2(m)(III) of the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009].

2. The Member Secretary, West Bengal Zoo Authority, 2nd Floor, KB-19, Sector-III, Salt Lake City,

Kolkata – 700098, West Bengal (E-mail: mswbza@gmail.com, wbzooauthority@yahoo.in).

3. The Director, Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park, Darjeeling – 734101, West Bengal

(E-mail: pnhzp@yahoo.com).

4. The DPA, CZA – to update database.
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Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

B-1 Wing, 6th Floor,
Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi – 110 003,
Telephone: +91-11-24367846/51/52, E-mail: cza@nic.in

            
Dated 25/02/2021

To
The Chief Wildlife Warden,
Department of Forests, 
Aranya Bhawan, Bidhan Nagar, 
Block -LA , No - 10A , Sector –III, Kolkata - 700 106, 
E-mail: wb.wildlife@gmail.com

 
Subject: Renewal of recognition of the Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park, Darjeeling,
West Bengal, under Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 – regarding

 
Reference:
1. This Office Memorandum F.No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I) dated August 25, 2020
2. This Office letter F.No.21-2/2019-CZA(AK)/2075/2020 dated January 10, 2020
3. This Office letter F.No.19-20/92-CZA(325)/2016 dated March 3, 2016 
4.  Application  vide  letter  No.  804  &  805/P.A.62(GENL/GRANT-RECOGN)-CZA/PNHZP/18-19
dated December 21, 2018 from the Director, Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park (PNHZP),
Darjeeling

 
Sir,

With reference to above, the undersigned is directed to inform that recognition of the Padmaja
Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park, Darjeeling under Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act,
1972, was valid till January 20, 2019. Application vide letter dated December 21, 2018 received in this
office  from  the  Director,  Padmaja  Naidu  Himalayan  Zoological  Park  (PNHZP),  Darjeeling,  for
renewal of recognition. Shri Rupak De, IFS (Retired) and Dr. A. B. Shrivastava, Former Director,
SWFH, Jabalpur, evaluating officers deputed by this office have evaluated the zoo on March 1 to 3,
2020. Copy of the Evaluation Report is enclosed herewith for your perusal and needful action.

 
2.         Evaluation Report of the Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park, Darjeeling was placed

before the Technical Committee in its 96th Meeting held on July 30, 2020. The Technical Committee,
after detailed deliberation, made its recommendation to the Central Zoo Authority. 

3.         This office issued Office Memorandum F.No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I) dated August 25, 2020

regarding renewal  of  recognition of the zoo.  Subsequently,  the  Central  Zoo Authority,  in  its  37 th

Meeting held on December 7, 2020, in exercise of powers conferred under sub-section (1), (3) and (4)
of  Section  38-H  under  the  Wild  Life  (Protection)  Act,  1972,  approved  recommendation  of  the
Technical Committee.

File No.19-20/92-CZA(325)(Vol.X)(E)
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4.         The Central Zoo Authority has regularised the period after January 20, 2019 and renewed
recognition of the Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park, Darjeeling as a Medium Zoo for a
period up to August 19, 2022 subject to compliance with following conditions as per the Recognition
of Zoo Rules, 2009 (RZR) and mid-term evaluation of the zoo. 

5.         A  compliance  report  to  the  Central  Zoo  Authority  on  implementation  of  the  aforesaid
conditions shall be submitted by the zoo within three months of issue of this letter followed by half-
yearly report.

 
6.         The renewal of recognition of the Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park, Darjeeling for
period beyond August 19, 2022 as a Medium Zoo would be considered on the basis of compliance of
the conditions stated above and general performance of the zoo. 

7.         The recognition of the Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park, Darjeeling shall be revoked
by the Central Zoo Authority at any point of time if the Zoo Operator is found not complying with the
stipulated conditions.

This issues with approval of the competent authority.
Encls. As above

Yours sincerely

 

 
(Sonali Ghosh)
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Dy Inspector General Of Forest
Page 2 of 3

File No.19-20/92-CZA(325)(Vol.X)(E)
I/3748/2021

55

AJAY
Rectangle



 

Copy for information / necessary action to:

 
1.  The  Principal  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  West  Bengal,  Department  of  Forests,  Aranya
Bhawan,  Block  LA-10A,  Sector  –  III,  Saltlake,  Kolkata  –  700  106,  West  Bengal,  E-mail:
secforest@wb.gov.in [Zoo Operator of the Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological  Park,  Darjeeling
under Rule 2(m)(III) of the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009]

 

2. The Member Secretary, West Bengal Zoo Authority, 2nd Floor, KB-19, Sector-III, Salt Lake City,
Kolkata – 700 098, West Bengal, E-mail: mswbza@gmail.com, wbzooauthority@yahoo.in

 
3. The Director, Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park, Darjeeling – 734 101, West Bengal, E-
mail: pnhzp@yahoo.com

 
4. The DPA, O/o CZA – to update database and to upload on official website of the CZA.

 
 

sd/- 
(Sonali Ghosh)

Dy Inspector General Of Forest
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