
 

भारत सरकार

क� 	ीय चिड़ियाघर �ाधिकरण
पर्यावरण, वन एवं जलवाय ुपरिवर्तन मं�ालय

  

 

Government of India

CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

 

Dated: As per the digital signature

 कं �यूटर नंबर /Computer Number : 143305

 

The Chief Wildlife Warden, 

85, Rajpur Road, Dehradun,

Uttarakhand, Email: cwlwua@yahoo.co.in 

Subject: Renewal of recognition of the G.B. Pant High Altitude Zoo, Nainital, Uttarakhand, 

under Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 – regarding

Reference: 

 

1. This Office letter No. 19-114/92-CZA(271)(E)(Pt.) dated August 1, 2022 

2. This Office letter No. 21-1/2021-CZA dated June 11, 2024

3. Application vide letter No. 426/2-CZA dated April 17, 2025 from the Zoo Director

Sir, 

  

With reference to above, the undersigned is directed to inform that recognition of the G.B. 

Pant High Altitude Zoo, Nainital, Uttarakhand under Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 

1972, was valid till July 28, 2024. Application for renewal of recognition was received in this office  

on April 18, 2025 from the Zoo Director.  Dr. Natasha S. Vashisth, Technical Assistant in Office of  

CZA deputed by this office has evaluated the zoo on December 26, 2024. Copy of the Evaluation  

Report is enclosed herewith for your perusal and needful action.

2. Evaluation  Report  of  the  G.B.  Pant  High  Altitude  Zoo,  Nainital,  was  placed  before  the 

Technical Committee in its 113th Meeting held on April 16, 2025. The Technical Committee, after 

detailed  deliberation,  made  its  recommendation  to  the  Central  Zoo  Authority.  Subsequently,  the 

Central Zoo Authority in its 42nd Meeting held on April 22, 2025 has approved recommendation of the 

Technical Committee.

B-1 Wing, 6th Floor, Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan, CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi - 110 003
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3. As  per  provisions  of  sub-section  (1),  (3)  and  (4)  of  Section  38-H  under  the  Wild  Life  

(Protection) Act, 1972, regularised the period after July 28, 2024 and renewed recognition of the G.B.  

Pant  High Altitude  Zoo,  Nainital,  as  a  Small  Zoo  for  a  period  up  to  May 13,  2028 subject  to 

compliance with following conditions as per the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009 (RZR) and mid-term 

evaluation of the zoo. 

 

Sr.

No

Norm 

No.

Particulars of conditions Time period 

to comply

1.General requirements

1 10.1(7) Zoo  should  make  more  effective  waste  management  through 

reducing, reusing and recycling and disposing the effluents and 

solid  wastes  in  a  manner  that  causes  the  least  adverse 

environmental impact. 

Continuous 

process

3.Development and Planning

2 10.3(8) The zoo has accepted various rescued animals. Whenever the zoo 

decides to accept any rescued animal for housing a detailed report 

regarding the source from which the animal has been received, 

the legality of its acquisition, and the facilities available at the zoo 

for  housing,  upkeep  and  healthcare  shall  be  sent  to  the  Chief 

Wildlife Warden of the State. In case, of rescued animal pertains 

to an endangered species a copy of the report should also be sent 

to the Central Zoo Authority

Within one 

month

4. Animal housing, display of animals and animal enclosures

3 10.4(6) Enclosures for Pheasants, birds and nocturnal animals should be 

redesigned  and  renovated  following  the  standards,  norms  and 

guidelines  of  the  CZA and  as  per  the  biological  needs  of  the 

animals.

 

Zoo should make more efforts to enrich the environment of the 

enclosures  of  the  birds,  pheasants  and  herbivores  to  meet  the 

species-  specific  behavioural  requirements  of  the  animals  in 

accordance  with  the  standards  specified  by  the  Central  Zoo 

Authority.

Enrichment  in  the  enclosures  of  Carnivores,  Himalayan  black 

beers,  and  Red  pandas  is  to  be  changed  from  time  to  time 

depending upon the behaviour of the individual animals. 

Four months

Immediately

Continuous 

process

4 10.4(7) Adequate  screening  should  be  provided  between  adjacent 

enclosures to safeguard against the animals getting unduly excited 

or  stressed  due  to  the  visibility  of  animals  housed  in  these 

enclosures. 

One month

5.Upkeep and healthcare of animals

5 10.5(3) Observations  of  biological  and social  behaviour  can further  be 

recorded in details as suggested during the last evaluation also. 

Continuous 

process

6 10.5(4) The dimension and designs of the feeding cells and kraals shall be 

as per the standards specified by the Central Zoo Authority 

Four months

7 10.5(10) At present,  the Zoo is  maintaining the records in the registers. One month
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Sr.

No

Norm 

No.

Particulars of conditions Time period 

to comply

Zoo  should  maintain  detailed  records  of  observations  of 

biological and social behaviour and health status of the animals 

including feed intake, medication, and treatment provided in the 

Keeper’s  Diary,  Daily  Reports,  Animal  History  Cards  and 

Treatment Cards, as per standard format specified by the Central 

Zoo Authority. 

6. Veterinary and infrastructure facilities 

8 10.6(1) Zoo  hospital  should  also  have  some  more  basic  hospital  and 

monitoring Equipment. 

Six months

7.Post-mortem and disposal of carcasses of animals

9 10.7(2) The findings of the post-mortem examination should be recorded 

in a format as prescribed by the Central Zoo Authority and should 

be maintained for a period of not less than six years 

One month

10 10.7(4) Installation of the incinerator to dispose of animal carcasses may 

be done as per the observations made by the last evaluator during 

the evaluation of the zoo. 

Six months

9.Acquisition and breeding of animals

11 10.9(1) Zoo should make efforts to maintain animals of various species in 

their  collection as per the approved Master Plan in such a sex 

ratio that optimizes breeding and helps develop a self-sustaining 

population of each species. 

Two months

12 10.9(2) Efforts  under  Animal  exchange  program  with  other  zoos  like 

Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological  Park,  Darjeeling etc.  for 

acquisition /  exchange of  species like Red Panda,  Blue Sheep, 

Markhor,  Himalayan  Monal,  Himalayan  Tahr,  Snow  Leopard, 

Himalayan  Wolf,  Cheer  Pheasant,  Lady  Amherst’s  Pheasant, 

Golden Pheasant and Silver Pheasant should be carried out.  

Three months

13 10.9(4) As  per  the  inventory  for  the  year  2023-24,  some  animals  are 

single  sexed  and  some  are  unpaired  [Indian  Hog  Deer,  0:3; 

Tibetan Wolf 1:0; Masked Palm Civet 2:0; Asian Palm Civet 0:1; 

Macaw  0:1;  Hill  Partridge  0:0:1;  Asian  Barred  Owlet  0:0:1; 

Edwards’s  Pheasant  1:0;  Budgerigar  0:0:6;  Black  Kite  0:0:1; 

Spotted Deer 0:1]

Zoo should acquire mates for  single and unpaired animals on 

priority  basis  in  accordance  with  the  norms  specified  by  the 

Central Zoo Authority in this regard. 

Three months

14 10.9(6) The CZA has designated Nainital Zoo as a Coordinating Zoo for 

the  Conservation  Breeding  Program  of  Musk  deer  and  as  a 

Participating  Zoo  for  the  Conservation  Breeding  Program  of 

Snow Leopard, Tibetan wolf, and Red panda. Efforts should be 

made to initiate  the Conservation Breeding Programme for  the 

species  assigned.  The  Conservation  Breeding  Plan  /  Species 

Recovery  Plan  for  each  species  assigned  should  be  prepared 

separately and submitted to the Central Zoo Authority. 

Four months
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4. A half-yearly  compliance  report  to  the  Central  Zoo  Authority  on  implementation  of  the 

aforesaid conditions shall be submitted by the zoo. 

5. The G.B. Pant High Altitude Zoo, Nainital, shall comply with such standards and norms as 

are or may be specified or imposed, by or under the provisions of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972  

or the rules made thereunder; and the zoo operator shall comply with the directions and guidelines 

issued by the Central Zoo Authority from time to time, for the purpose of maintenance and upkeep of  

the zoo. 

 

6. The renewal of recognition of the G.B. Pant High Altitude Zoo, Nainital, for period beyond 

May 13, 2028 would be considered on the basis of compliance of the conditions stated above and 

general performance of the zoo.  

7. The recognition of the G.B. Pant High Altitude Zoo, Nainital, shall be revoked by the Central  

Zoo Authority at any point of time if the Zoo Operator is found not complying with the stipulated 

conditions. 

This is for your information and appropriate action. 

 

Encls. As above     

 Yours sincerely

 

 

 

 

(आका!ंा महाजन / Akanksha Mahajan)

वन उप महानिरी!क (मु$यालय) / Deputy Inspector General of Forests (HQ)

Copy for information / necessary action to: 

 

1.  The  Secretary  to  Government  of  Uttarakhand,  Department  of  Forests,  Dehradun,  Email: 

forestsection03@gmail.com [The  Zoo  Operator  of  the  G.B.  Pant  High  Altitude  Zoo,  Nainital, 

Uttarakhand under Rule 2(m)(III) of the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009] 

 

2.  The  Zoo  Director,  G.B.  Pant  High  Altitude  Zoo,  Upper  Danda,  Tallital,  Nainital  –  263  002, 

Uttarakhand, Email: nainitalzoouk@gmail.com 

3. The DPA, O/o CZA – to update database and to upload on official website of the CZA. 
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Computer No: 143305
Government of India

Ministry of Environment Forest & Climate Change
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

***

 B-1 Wing, 6th Floor,
Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road,
New Delhi – 110 003. 

Telephone: +911124367846/51/52
cza@nic.in

Date: 01/08/2022
To,
 
The Chief Wildlife Warden,
Govt. of Uttarakhand,
5, Chandrabani, Mohabawala,
Dehradun – 248 001, Uttarakhand.
(E-mail: cwlwua@yahoo.co.in)
 
Subject:  Renewal  of  recognition  of  the  G.B.  Pant  High  Altitude  Zoo,  Nainital,
Uttarakhand, under Section 38-H(1),(3)&(4) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 for
period beyond 19th August, 2021- regarding.
 
Ref.:
1. This office letter no. 21-1/2021-CZA, Computer no. 158516, dated 05.04.2022. 
2. Application vide e-mail letter No.44/2-CZA dated 23.08.2021, from the Director, G.B.

Pant High Altitude Zoo, Nainital. 
3. This office memorandum File No. 7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I), dated 25.08.2020. 

 
Sir,
 

With reference to above, I am directed to inform that the recognition of G.B. Pant

High  Altitude  Zoo,  Nainital,  Uttarakhand  was  accorded  up  to  August  19th,  2021  vide
reference no.  3 above.  The application  for  the renewal  of  recognition  of  G.B.  Pant  High

Altitude Zoo, Nainital, Uttarakhand for the period beyond August 19th, 2021 was received by
this office vide reference no. 2 above.  
 

Shri U Prakasham, IFS(Retd.), Former PCCF(HoFF), Madhya Pradesh was deputed
by  this  office  to  carry  out  the  evaluation  of  the  G.B.  Pant  High  Altitude  Zoo,  Nainital,
Uttarakhand vide CZA letter at reference no. 1 above. The Zoo was accordingly evaluated on

April 13th & 14th, 2022 by Shri U Prakasham, IFS (Retd.).

 
The evaluation  report  (copy enclosed)  as submitted by the evaluation  officer  was

deliberated in the 105th meeting of the Technical Committee of the Central Zoo Authority

held on May 11th, 2022. The Technical Committee after detailed deliberations recommended
to the Central Zoo Authority for the renewal of recognition of G.B Pant High Altitude Zoo,
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Nainital, Uttarakhand for a period of two years and to regularise the period after August 19th,
2021, subject to compliance with observation/ recommendation in the table below and mid-
term evaluation. The members also recommended that the Zoo Operator may be directed to
submit half-yearly compliance report with respect to observation/ recommendation stipulated
while renewal of recognition.
 

Subsequently,  the  recommendation  of  105th  Technical  Committee  Meeting  was
approved by the Chairperson, Central Zoo Authority. Accordingly, the Central Zoo Authority

has regularised the period after August 19th, 2021 and renewed the recognition of G.B Pant
High Altitude Zoo, Nainital, Uttarakhand for a period up to July 28, 2024 under Section 38-
H(1), (3) & (4) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972. This is subject to the ratification of this
decision in the next meeting of the Central Zoo Authority. 
 

Sl. Norm
No.

Particulars of suggestions / recommendation Time  Period
to Comply 

4.     Animal Housing, display of animals and animal enclosures
1 4.6(a) Pheasant  enclosures  should  be  redesigned  and  renovated  to

prevent entry of water during heavy rains, allow more sun light, to
increase the depth and enrich with vegetal cover. 

31.03.2023

5.     Upkeep and healthcare of animals
2 5.3(5) Observations  of  biological  and  social  behaviour  can  further  be

recorded in details
Daily,
continuous
process

6.    Veterinary and infrastructure facilities
3 6.1(e) Zoo  hospital  should  also  have  basic  hospital  and  monitoring

equipment  like  Pulse  Oximeter,  ECG (B.P.  monitoring  included),
Isoflurane vaporizer, Anesthesia Monitoring Equipment,  Inhalation
Anesthesia Machine etc. 

31.03.2023

7.     Post-mortem and disposal of carcasses of animals
4 10.7(2) Installation of incinerator to dispose of animal carcasses. 31.12.2022
9.    Acquisition and breeding of animals
5 10.9(2) The Zoo Management has already initiated efforts for implementing

the  animal  exchange  program  since  Feb.  2021  for  species  like
Snow Leopard,  Tibetan Wolf,  Himalayan Thar,  Blue Sheep,  Hog
Deer,  Red  Panda,  Markhor,  Silver  Pheasant,  Golden  Pheasant,
Monals by exchanging with other surplus animals of this zoo. These
efforts must be expedited by pursuing Darjeeling Zoo management,
Forest Dept of H.P and others.
 
Being participating zoo for the Conservation Breeding Program for
Red Panda, should strive for blood exchange either from Darjeeling
Zoo or anywhere following the protocol prescribed by the CZA. 

21.10.2022

6 10.9(1
0)

The Zoo has Disaster Management Plan in the approved Master
Plan. 
 
Trainings, Mock drills should be conducted to respond adequately

Once  in  3
months 

File No.19-114/92-CZA(271)(E)(Pt.)



in  case  of  any  emergency.  Must  organize  the  same  at  regular
intervals  with  the  support  and  guidance  of  District  Disaster
Management Unit, Police & District Administration. 

10.   Research activities
7 10.10(

1)
Zoo should  initiate  need based research program in  association
with  local  educational  Institutions-  Wildlife  Institute  of  India,
Dehradun, Uttarakhand and IVRI, Bareilly, Uttar Pradesh.

Within  six
months 

 
A compliance report to the Central Zoo Authority on implementation of the aforesaid

observation/ recommendation shall be submitted by the zoo within three months of issue of
this letter. Further, half yearly report regarding progress made in the implementation of the
aforesaid conditions should also be submitted to the Central Zoo Authority.
 

The recognition of G.B. Pant High Altitude Zoo, Nainital, Uttarakhand for the period
beyond July 28, 2024 would be considered on the basis of compliance of the conditions
stated above, mid-term evaluation and general performance of the zoo.
 

The  recognition  of  G.B.  Pant  High  Altitude  Zoo,  Nainital,  Uttarakhand  shall  be
revoked by the Central Zoo Authority, at any point of time, if the zoo operator is found not
complying with the stipulated conditions.
 

This issues with the approval of the competent authority.
Yours sincerely,

 
Encl: as above
                                                                                                                             Sd/

(Akanksha Mahajan)
Dy Inspector General Of Forest

Copy for information and necessary action to:

1. The Director,  Pt.  Govind Ballabh Pant  High Altitude Zoo,  Nainital  Forest  Division,
P.O.Tallital, Nainital, Uttarakhand - 263 002, (E-mail: nainitalzoouk@gmail.com). 

2. The DPA, O/o CZA – to update database and to upload on official website of the CZA
(E-mail: dpa-cza@nic.in). 
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