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Government of India
Ministry of Environment Forest & Climate Change

CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY
***

B-1 Wing, 6th Floor,
Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road,
New Delhi – 110 003.

Telephone: +91-11-24367846/51/52
cza@nic.in

 
07/06/2022

 
To,
The Chief Wildlife Warden
Environment, Forest and Climate Change Department
Government of Uttar Pradesh
Uttar Pradesh
(pccfwl-up@nic.in/cwlwup@gmail.com)
 
Subject: Renewal of recognition of Sarnath Deer Park, Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh 
under Section 38-H(1), (3) & (4) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972.
 
Reference:

1. Application for renewal of recognition received vide email dated 8/9/2021 
(515265/2021/CZA) 

2. Office Memorandum of this office I/2447/2020 dated 25/8/2021. 
 

Sir/Ma’am,

The renewal of recognition of Sarnath Deer Park, Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh
was accorded up to 19/8/2021 vide (2). Subsequently, the application for the
renewal  of  recognition of  Sarnath Deer Park,  Varanasi,  Uttar  Pradesh for the
period beyond 19/8/2021 was received vide (1). Subsequently, the said zoo was
evaluated by Dr. Devender Kumar, Evaluation and Monitoring Officer, CZA on
20/8/2021 & 21/8/2021.

2.       The  evaluation  report  was  deliberated  in  the  103rd meeting  of  the
Technical  Committee  held  on  10/2/2022.  The  committee  upon  deliberation
recommended for renewal of recognition of Sarnath Deer Park, Varanasi, Uttar
Pradesh (Category: Mini Zoo) for a period of two years and to regularize the
period after 19/8/2021, subject to compliance with conditions therein and mid-
term evaluation.

3.       Subsequent  to  the  approval  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Technical
Committee by the Chairperson, Central Zoo Authority, the recognition of Sarnath
Deer Park, Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh (Category: Mini Zoo) is renewed for a period
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up to 28/2/2024 under Section 38-H(1), (3) & (4) of the Wild Life (Protection)
Act, 1972. The period after 19/8/2021 until the date of issue of this letter is also
regularized. This is subject to the ratification of this decision in the next meeting
of the Governing body of the Central Zoo Authority. The renewal is subject to the
relevant provisions of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, the Recognition of Zoo
Rules,  2009,  extant  guidelines  of  the  CZA,  compliance  of  the  conditions
stipulated below and mid-term evaluation:

  Sl. Norm 
No.

Conditions Time Period to 
Comply

  1.   10(1.2
)

The zoo is a mini category zoo and have 
adequate area with a natural water body (lake) 
encompasses inside the premises with lush green
landscape of zoo. All the zoo needs to submit a 
revised Master (Layout) Plan prepared on 
scientific lines with the inputs from expert based 
following CZA prescribed guidelines and norms in 
this regard.

One year.

  2. 10(2.1
)

The zoo should appoint a full-time officer-in-
charge of the zoo with adequate administrative 
and financial powers.

Immediately.

  3.   10(2.2
)

The zoo should appoint other technical posts like 
Veterinarian, Education officer and biologist for 
scientific management of zoo.

Immediately.

  4. 10(3.1
)

The zoo based on revised Master (Layout) Plan 
prepare the Master Plan and submit to the CZA 
for approval.

One year.

  5. 10(3.6
)

The zoo should prepare the animal collection plan
while preparing Master Plan in consultation with 
the Central Zoo Authority.

One year

  6. 10(3.7
)

While the zoo is accepting any rescue animal, it 
shall also report to the CZA and take permission 
for its acquisition of the animals as per norm in 
this regard.

Immediately.

  7.   10(4.1
-5)

The enclosure designs are not par CZA prescribed
norms in terms of minimum dimension. Also, 
most of the enclosure (Birds, Gharial and 
Crocodile) have 3600 viewing. Night cells are also
not there. The zoo should construct the enclosure
as per CZA prescribed norms. If the animal 
belongs to Schedule I & II of the Wildlife 
(Protection) Act, 1972, the approval from the 

One year.
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CZA should also be obtained.

  8. 10(4.6
)

The Zoo should make efforts to enrich the animal
enclosure with periodical changes in the 
enrichment artifacts.

Immediately.

  9. 10(4.7
)

Adequate vegetative screening should be 
provided in between adjacent enclosures.

Two months

  10. 10(4.9
)

Hedge should be developed between the 
enclosure wall and standoff barrier in each 
enclosure.

Three months

  11. 10(4.1
0)

The placement of the signages is not appropriate.
The signages are hanging in the inner side of 
fence of enclosure. The signages placed in the 
small and exotic birds are not legible. These 
should be bilingual (Hindi and English), legible 
and appropriately placed.

Three months

  12. 10(5.4
)

Feeding cell/ Krall needs to be constructed. Shall be proposed
while revising the
Master (Layout) 
Plan.

  13. 10(5.5
)

Instead of burning the solid waste, it should be 
managed scientifically and may be handed over 
to local municipal corporation.

Immediately

  14. 10(5.8
)

The vaccination and parasitic load schedule 
should be displayed in each enclosure and 
accordingly shall be followed.

Immediately

  15. 10(5.9
)

All the staff involved with upkeep and healthcare 
of zoo animals should also be screened against 
zoonotic disease at least once every year.

Immediately

  16. 10(5.1
0)

The zoo shall record daily observation of animals 
in CZA prescribed Keeper dairy, daily report. The 
animal history card and treatment cards should 
also be maintained.

Immediately

  17. 10(6.1
)

The zoo hospital shall be made functional with all 
basic diagnostic facilities.

Immediately

  18. 10(9.1
&4)

The zoo shall acquire the mate for single sexed 
animals (Rosy Pelican, Black necked Stork, White
Stork) or transfer such animals to other nearby 
zoos.

Three months

  19. 10(9.8 The zoo shall also undertake animal exchange Three months.
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) programme for other animals (deer) housed at 
zoo for infusion of new blood line.

  20. 10(10.
1)

The zoo shall involve the local institute/ college 
students to take up research activities at the zoo.

Immediately

  21. 10(11) The zoo shall also make effort to educate the 
local people by various educational activity 
targeting various age groups.

Immediately

  22. 10(12.
3)

The zoo shall procure wheel chairs for facilitating 
the visit of Divyangjan.

Immediately

 

4.       A compliance report to the Central Zoo Authority on implementation of the
aforesaid conditions shall be submitted by the zoo within three months of issue
of  this  letter.  Further,  half  yearly  report  regarding  progress  made  in  the
implementation  of  the  aforesaid  conditions  should  also  be  submitted  to  the
Central Zoo Authority.

5.       The recognition of  Sarnath Deer Park, Varanasi,  Uttar Pradesh for the
period beyond 28/2/2024 would be considered on the basis of compliance of the
conditions stated above, mid-term evaluation and general performance of the
zoo.

6.       The recognition of Sarnath Deer Park, Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh shall be
revoked by the Central Zoo Authority, at any point of time, if the zoo operator is
found not complying with the stipulated conditions.

This issues with the approval of the competent authority.

 
Sincerely,

 

 
(Akanksha Mahajan)

Dy Inspector General Of Forest
 
Copy for information:

1. The Principal Secretary, Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
Department, Government of Uttar Pradesh. (psecforest-up@nic.in). 

2. The Officer In-charge, Sarnath Deer Park, Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh 
(dfovrns@yahoo.in). 

3. The DPA, O/o CZA – for database and website updation. 
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(Akanksha Mahajan)
Dy Inspector General Of Forest
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