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Government of India
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change

 Dated: (As per the digital sign)
कं यूटर नबंर /Computer Number: 146992

The Chief Wildlife Warden,
Department of Forest and Environment,
Deorali – 737 102, Gangtok, East Sikkim
E-mail: pccf-fewd@sikkim.gov.in

Subject: Renewal of recognition of Himalayan Zoological Park, Bulbuley, Gangtok,
Sikkim, under Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 - reg.

Reference:

1. Your office Memo No: 35/HZP/F&ED dated Date: 07.02.2024.
2. This office letter issue no. I/59139/2023 dated 05.12.2023.
3. This office letter no. 21-1/2021-CZA dated 27.05.2025. 
4. This office letter no. 21-2/2019-CZA(Vol-I) (E) - Part (1) dated 31.03.2021 

Sir/Madam,
  
With reference to above, the recognition of the Himalayan Zoological Park, Bulbuley, Gangtok,
Sikkim,, under Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, was valid till August 19 th, 2022.
Application for renewal of recognition was received in this office vide reference (1) cited above. Dr.
Sanjay Kumar Shukla, IFS (Retd.) and Ms Shalu Mesaria, Senior Research Fellow, CZA were
deputed by this office to evaluate the zoo on June 9-10, 2025. Copy of the Evaluation Report is
enclosed.

Evaluation Report of the Himalayan Zoological Park, Bulbuley, Gangtok, Sikkim was placed before the
Technical Committee in its 119 th Meeting held on February 18 th, 2026. The Technical Committee,
after detailed deliberation, made its recommendation to the Central Zoo Authority. Subsequently, the
Central Zoo Authority in its 44th Meeting held on February 28 th, 2026 has approved
recommendation of the Technical Committee.
 
As per provisions of sub-section (1), (3) and (4) of Section 38-H under the Wild Life (Protection) Act,
1972, the period after August 19, 2022 is regularised and renewed recognition of the Himalayan
Zoological Park, Bulbuley, Gangtok, Sikkimt as a Small Zoo for a period up to February 28, 2027  to be
followed by mid-term review by the Technical Committee regarding compliance with following
conditions and based on performance, to consider extension of renewal for a period of two years. Also,
the renewal of recognition is subject to compliance with following conditions as per the Recognition of
Zoo Rules, 2009 (RZR) and mid-term evaluation of the zoo.
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Sr.
No

Norm
No.

Particulars of conditions Time
Period to
Comply

 

1. General requirements

1. 10.1(4)
&

10.1(5)

The zoo shall construct a proper boundary wall as a safety requirement.
The presence of the Ganesh Ji temple directly in front of the entry gate,
along with an active road running adjacent to the zoo throughout the day,
increases external disturbance and potential risk. Therefore, a secure
boundary wall is essential to ensure the safety and security of the animals
housed within the premises.

One year

 

3. Development and Planning  

2. 10.3(1) The zoo shall implement a comprehensive disaster management plan and
ensure regular training sessions and mock drills for all staff. These
measures are essential to enhance preparedness, improve response
capabilities, and ensure the safety of both visitors and animals during
emergency situations.

One year

 

4. Animal Housing, display of animals and animal enclosures  

3. 10.4(6) The zoo shall place strong emphasis on implementing comprehensive
enrichment practices, as the existing enclosures currently lack adequate
enrichment provisions. Appropriate behavioural, environmental, and
feeding enrichment measures must be incorporated to promote species-
specific behaviours and enhance overall animal welfare.

Three
months  

4. 10.4(10) The zoo shall develop a comprehensive visitor guide to ensure easy and
efficient navigation within the premises. The guide should clearly outline
the layout of the zoo, including animal enclosures, pathways, visitor
amenities, emergency points, and other essential information to support a
smooth commute for visitors.

Six months

 

5. Upkeep and healthcare of animals  

5. 10.5(1) The zoo shall prioritise the pairing of unpaired animals to support their
psychological wellbeing. Appropriate social grouping, as per species-
specific requirements, is essential to reduce stress, encourage natural
behaviours, and improve overall welfare.

Three
months  

6. 10.5(10) The food and water samples should be tested periodically for
microbiological, toxicological and any other contaminants at recognized
laboratory.

Immediately  

6. Veterinary and infrastructure facilities  

7. 10.6(6) The zoo shall collaborate with eminent research institutions and recognized
veterinary institutes to enhance scientific research, strengthen veterinary
support, and promote evidence-based conservation practices.

One year  

11. Education and outreach activities  

8. 10.11(1) The zoo shall establish a full-fledged souvenir shop offering a range of
Eco-friendly products and items that reflect the cultural and natural heritage
of the state. This shop should promote responsible visitor engagement,
support conservation messaging, and provide high-quality, sustainably
sourced merchandise.

One year

 

12. Visitors facilities  

9. 10.12(1)
 

The zoo shall install a dedicated ticketing kiosk for visitors at the entry
point. This will facilitate convenient and efficient ticket issuance, reduce
manual queuing, and streamline the overall visitor entry process.

Six months  

10. 10.12(1)
&

The civic facilities for visitor’s at appropriate and convenient placed in the
zoo.

Six months
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10.12(2) First aid box should be kept in the zoo with snake anti-venom.
Other conditions
  The zoo shall establish a robust public announcement system along with a

fully operational fire alarm system across the premises. These systems are
essential to ensure timely dissemination of information and to facilitate the
safe and orderly evacuation of visitors during emergencies or any other
difficult situations. The zoo must also ensure regular testing and
maintenance of these systems to keep them functional at all times.

One year

 

 
A half-yearly compliance report to the Central Zoo Authority on implementation of the aforesaid
conditions shall be submitted by the zoo.
 
The Himalayan Zoological Park, Bulbuley, Gangtok, Sikkim  shall comply with such standards and
norms as are or may be specified or imposed, by or under the provisions of the Wild Life (Protection)
Act, 1972 or the rules made thereunder, and the zoo operator shall comply with the directions and
guidelines issued by the Central Zoo Authority from time to time, for the purpose of maintenance and
upkeep of the zoo.
 
The renewal of recognition of the Himalayan Zoological Park, Bulbuley, Gangtok, Sikkim,  for period
beyond February 28, 2027 would be considered on the basis of compliance of the conditions stated
above and general performance of the zoo.
 
The recognition of the Himalayan Zoological Park, Bulbuley, Gangtok, Sikkim,  shall be revoked by the
Central Zoo Authority at any point of time if the Zoo Operator is found not complying with the
stipulated conditions.
 
This is for your information and appropriate action.

Encl: As above
Yours sincerely

 
 
 
 

(डॉ. वी $ेम�ट  बेन / Dr. V. Clement Ben)
सद'य स�चव / Member Secretary

Copy for information / necessary action to:

1. The Additional Chief Secretary to the Government of Sikkim and Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests, Department of Forest and Environment, Forest Secretariat, Deorali – 737 102,
Gangtok, East Sikkim, E-mail: pccf-fewd@sikkim.gov.in [Zoo Operator of the Himalayan
Zoological Park, Bulbuley, Gangtok, under Rule 2(m)(III) of the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009]

2. The Director, Himalayan Zoological Park, Bulbuley – 737 103, Gangtok, Sikkim (E-
mail: hzpsikkim@gmail.com)

3. The DPA, O/o CZA - to update database and to upload on official website of the CZA.
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Computer No. 153933

 
Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

B-1 Wing, 6th Floor,
Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi – 110 003,
Telephone: +91-11-24367846/51/52, E-mail: cza@nic.in

         Dated March 31, 2021
To
The Chief Wildlife Warden,
Department of Forest and Environment, 
Forest Secretariat, Deorali – 737 102, Gangtok, 
East Sikkim, E-mail: dcnepal1962@gmail.com 

 
Subject: Renewal of recognition of the Himalayan Zoological Park, Bulbuley, Gangtok, Sikkim,
under Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 – regarding

 
Reference:

1. This Office Memorandum F.No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I) dated August 25, 2020

2. This Office letter F.No.21-2/2019-CZA(AK)/2070/2020 dated January 10, 2020

3. This Office letter F.No.19-21/93-CZA(236)(Vol-II)/322/2016 dated February 24, 2016 

4. Application vide letter No.85/HZP/FEWMD dated November 28, 2018 from the Director, 
Himalayan Zoological Park, Bulbuley, Gangtok

 
Sir,

With  reference  to  above,  the  undersigned  is  directed  to  inform  that  recognition  of  the
Himalayan  Zoological  Park,  Bulbuley,  Gangtok,  Sikkim,  under  Section  38-H  of  the  Wild  Life
(Protection)  Act,  1972,  was  valid  till  January  20,  2019.  Application  dated  November  28,  2018
received in this office from the Director, Himalayan Zoological Park, Bulbuley, Gangtok, for renewal
of  recognition.  Shri  Rahul Bhatnagar,  IFS (Retired),  evaluating officer deputed by this office has
evaluated the zoo on February 29, 2020. Copy of the Evaluation Report is enclosed herewith for your
perusal and needful action.

 
2.         Evaluation Report of the Himalayan Zoological Park, Bulbuley, Gangtok was placed before the

Technical  Committee  in its  96th Meeting held on July 30,  2020.  The Technical  Committee,  after
detailed deliberation, made its recommendation to the Central Zoo Authority. 

 
3.         This office issued Office Memorandum F.No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I) dated August 25, 2020

regarding renewal  of  recognition of the zoo.  Subsequently,  the  Central  Zoo Authority,  in  its  37 th

Meeting held on December 7, 2020, in exercise of powers conferred under sub-section (1), (3) and (4)
of  Section  38-H  under  the  Wild  Life  (Protection)  Act,  1972,  approved  recommendation  of  the
Technical Committee.
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4.         The Central Zoo Authority has regularized the period after January 20, 2019 and renewed
recognition of the Himalayan Zoological Park, Bulbuley, Gangtok as a Small Zoo for a period up to
August  19,  2022  subject  to compliance with following conditions as per the Recognition of Zoo
Rules, 2009 (RZR) and mid-term evaluation of the zoo.
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5.         A  compliance  report  to  the  Central  Zoo  Authority  on  implementation  of  the  aforesaid
conditions shall be submitted by the zoo within three months of issue of this letter followed by half-
yearly report.

 
6.         The renewal of recognition of the Himalayan Zoological Park, Bulbuley, Gangtok for period
beyond August 19, 2022 as a Small Zoo would be considered based on compliance of the conditions
stated above and general performance of the zoo. 

 
7.         The recognition of the Himalayan Zoological Park, Bulbuley, Gangtok, shall be revoked by the
Central  Zoo Authority at  any point  of  time if  the Zoo Operator is  found not  complying with the
stipulated conditions.

 
This issues with approval of the competent authority.

 
Encls. As above

Yours sincerely

 
(Dr. Sonali Ghosh)

Deputy Inspector General of Forests
Copy for information / necessary action to:

 
1. The Additional Chief Secretary to the Government of Sikkim and Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests, Department of Forest and Environment, Forest Secretariat, Deorali – 737 102, Gangtok, East
Sikkim,  E-mail:  pccf-fewd@sikkim.gov.in  [Zoo  Operator  of  the  Himalayan  Zoological  Park,
Bulbuley, Gangtok, under Rule 2(m)(III) of the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009]

 
2.  The  Director,  Himalayan  Zoological  Park,  Bulbuley  –  737  103,  Gangtok,  Sikkim,  E-mail:
hzpsikkim@gmail.com 

 
3. The DPA, O/o CZA – to update database and to upload on official website of the CZA.

 
4. File No.19-21/93-CZA(236) – for record

                                                                                                                      
                                sd/-
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(Dr. Sonali Ghosh)
Deputy Inspector General of Forests
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