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 Government of India
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change

 
                Dated: (As per the digital sign)

 

कं�यूटर  नबंर /Computer Number : (141632)

 
The Chief Wildlife Warden,

Department of Forest and Environment, 

State Wildlife Headquarters, 

Prakruti Bhawan, Plot No-1459, 

Saheed Nagar, Bhubaneswar - 751 007, Odisha, 

E-mail: odishawildlife@gmail.com  

 

Subject :- Renewal of recognition to the Nandankanan Biological Park,

Bhubaneshwar, Odisha for period beyond 19.08.2023 under Section 38(H) of the
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 – reg.

 

Ref:-  
1. This Office Letter No.19-64/92-CZA(212)(Vol-IX)(E) dated 31.12.2020

2. Application vide letter No. 659 dated 18.08.2023 from the Director, Nandankanan
  Biological Park, Bhubaneswar

3. This office letter  No. 21-1/2021-CZA dated 25-12-2023

4. E-mail received 30.09.2025 from evaluator 

 
Sir, 

 

   With reference to the above, it is to inform that recognition of the  Nandankanan

Biological Park, Bhubaneswar, Odisha under Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection)

Act, 1972 was valid till 19.08.2023. Application dated 18.08.2023 received in this office

from the Director, Nandankanan Biological Park, Bhubaneshwar for renewal of

recognition Shri P C Tyagi, IFS (retired) and Dr Devender Kumar, Ex. EMO deputed by

this office had evaluated the zoo on 2nd & 3rd March, 2024. Copy of the evaluation

report is enclosed herewith for your perusal and needful action. 

 

2.  The evaluation report of the Nandankanan Biological Park, Bhubaneswar, Odisha

was placed before the Technical Committee in its 112th meeting held on 19.12.2024.

The Technical Committee, after detailed deliberation, made its recommendation to the

Central Zoo Authority. 
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3.  Subsequently, the Central Zoo Authority, in its 42nd Meeting held on 22.04.2025 in

exercise of powers conferred under sub-section (1), (3) and (4) of Section 38-H under the

Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, approved recommendations of the Technical

Committee.  

 

4.    The Central Zoo Authority has regularized the period after 19.08.2023 and

renewed recognition of the Nandankanan  Biological Park, Bhubaneswsar, Odisha as a 

Large Zoo for a period up to 21.04.2030 subject to compliance with following conditions

as per the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009 (RZR) and mid-term evaluation of the zoo. 

 

Sl. Norm
No.
under
RZR,

2009

Particulars of conditions Time period
to comply

1. General requirements

1.   10.1 (5) a. There is a thorough inside the zoo that connects two

adjacent villages. The authority must take action to

stop it immediately, as it affects visitor circulation and

management of the zoo. 

b. The road leading to the State Botanical Garden

passes in front of the zoo gate and creates congestion

and problems for visitors' entry into the zoo. Hence, it

should be closed to public use. 

Immediately

 

 

 

 
Immediately  

2. 10.1 (7)

a. The solid waste should be segregated into

biodegradable & non-biodegradable wastes and

disposed of at the earmarked placed within the

campus. The MoU with the Municipal Corporation

should be finalized and implemented at the earliest. 

b. In order to dispose of liquid waste, the authority

should go for STP at strategic points as proposed in

the Master Plan. The waste material (solid or liquid)

should never be released in a natural water source

e.g. Kanjia Lake. The green, dirty water of the

enclosure housing the hippo should be treated

through STP and recirculated. 

3 months 

 

 

 

 

1 year 

 

 

 

 

3. 10.1 (9)

The entry of dogs or other feral & domestic animal in

zoo premises is a serious concern and can be

prevented by strengthening security at entrance gates,

covering all drain pipes, periodically lopping all the

trees on both sides of the boundary wall or fencing

without a gap, installing and monitoring CCTV

cameras around the boundary wall and entry points,

At the

earliest 
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no food waste exposure, a secure animal enclosure,

vaccination and staff training etc. 

2. Administrative and staffing pattern

4 10.2 (1)

The authority should expedite the proposal to

construct the administrative building as located in the

approved Master (Layout) Plan.

Six months 

5 10.2 (2)

Promotional avenues for staff, including Biologist and

Education Officer, should be created. The efforts shall

also be made to fill the posts as proposed in the new

Master Plan. 

Six months 

3. Development and Planning 

6 10.3 (1) The incomplete service road to distribute food must be

completed. 

Six months 

7 10.3 (5)
The Quarantine ward for herbivores, reptiles and birds

should be constructed at the earliest. 
Six months 

4. Animal Housing, display of animals and animal enclosures 

8 10.4 (2)

There are a number of enclosures, where the space is

still inadequate as per CZA norms, e.g Nile crocodile,

Siamese crocodile etc. at the reptile park. The

authority should take action to increase the size of the

enclosure or shift to new enclosures proposed under

the Master Plan 2023-42. 

One Year 

9
10.4 (3),

(4) & (5)

Bird enclosure EN 3 ABC, 7ABC, 8ABC,  4 and 6 to

provide appropriate space for movement and

expression of natural behaviour and to maintain a safe

distance. 

One Year

10 10.4 (8)
The extension of the Bear Safari (4.1 ha) and the Tiger

Safari (12 ha) is to be redone as per the CZA norms. 
One Year 

11 10.4 (9)

There are a number of enclosures where the height of

the standoff barrier does not correspond to CZA norms

e.g Asiatic Lion and Royal Bengal tiger enclosures. It

should be reduced in a phased manner. 

One Year 

5. Upkeep and healthcare of animals 

12 10.5 (2)

Keeping in view the large number of animals, the

storage facility for storing the required food items is

inadequate. Therefore, an additional food storage

Godown is required. 

Six months 

9. Acquisition and breeding of animals 

13 10.9(4)

Efforts must be made to make pairing of Giraffe, Hill

Myna, Sarus Crane, Large egret, Median egret, Grey

Horn bill, Brahminy Kite, Black headed munia, Spotted

munia, Oriental scops owl, lesser sulphur crested

cocktaoo, Yellow backed lorry, Giant fruit bat,

Chinkara, Small Indian civet, Ganges softshell turtle,

Russell's viper,  Giant squirrel, Tufted capuchin, King

Cobra, Salt water crocodile, Iguana. 

One year 

a. The CZA has assigned the conservation breeding of

the Indian Pangolin since 2009. The zoo has
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14 10.9(6)

successfully bred this endangered species in captivity.

This project should continue with financial assistance

from the CZA.

b. The conservation breeding plans of additional

species e.g Gharial, Four Horned antelope and water

monitor liazard, proposed under Master Plan 2023-42,

should be submitted as per CZA's prescribed

guidelines for consideration. 

Three

months 

15 10.9(9)

The authorities should now attempt to relocate the

excess populations of spotted deer, barking deer,

sambar, blackbuck, common palm civet, gharial and

mugger to different recognized zoos or to Natural

Habitat sites in consultation with the relevant

authorities. 

One year 

16
10.9

(12)
Efforts should be made to phase out the Hybrid lion/s. One Year 

12. Visitors' facilities 

17
10.12

(1)

The vending zone in front of the main gate gives a

shabby look and creates congestion and hazards for

visitors, which should be relocated. The development

of the zoo frontage and entrance plaza should be

carried out appropriately as per the Master Plan 2023-

42. 

Six months 

18
10.12

(1)

Efforts must be taken to remove all huge inauguration

stones in front of enclosure and depict the details in

one strategic place of the zoo under the history of the

zoo theme. 

Six months 

19
10.12

(1)

The authorities may think of the closure of the picnic in

the State Botanical Garden, instead, the place shall be

utilized for creating nature conservation awareness

among visitors and also to restrict plastic pollution

inside the Nandankanan Wildlife Sanctuary. 

Immediately 

 

 

 

5.  A compliance report to the Central Zoo Authority on implementation of the

aforesaid conditions shall be submitted by the zoo within three months of issue of this

letter followed by half-yearly report. 

 

6.  The renewal of recognition of the Nandankanan Biological Park for period beyond

21.04.2030 as a large Zoo would be considered based on compliance of the conditions

stated above and general performance of the zoo. 
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7.   The recognition of the Nandankanan Biological Park shall be revoked by the

Central Zoo Authority at any point of time if the Zoo Operator is found not complying with

the stipulated conditions.  

Yours Sincerely,
 

 

 

Encl.: Evaluation Report.
           
           

(डॉ. वी %ेम�ट  बेन / Dr. V. Clement Ben)
सद(य स�चव / Member Secretary

 
Copy to:
 

1. The Additional Chief Secretary to the Government of Odisha, Department of Forests

and Environment, State Secretariat, Sachivalaya Marg, Bhubaneswar – 751 001,

Odisha, E-mail: fesec.or@nic.in , efsec.od@nic.in [Zoo Operator of the Nandankanan

Zoological Park, Bhubaneswar under Rule 2(m)(III) of the Recognition of Zoo Rules,

2009] with a request for personal intervention and appropriate action in the matter.

2. The Zoo Director, Nandankanan Zoological Park, Mayur Bhavan, Janpath, 251, Sahid

Nagar,

Bhubaneswar – 751007, Odisha, E-mail: nandankananzoo@yahoo.com,

dirnandankanan.od@gov.in

 

3. The DPA, CZA – to update database.
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Computer No.141632 
Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

B-1 Wing, 6th Floor,
Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi – 110 003,
Telephone: +91-11-24367846/51/52, E-mail: cza@nic.in

          Dated 31/12/2020
To
The Chief Wildlife Warden,
Department of Forest and Environment, 
State Wildlife Headquarters, 
Prakruti Bhawan, Plot No-1459, 
Saheed Nagar, Bhubaneswar - 751 007, Odisha, 
E-mail: odishawildlife@gmail.com , pccfwlodisha@gmail.com 

 
Subject: Renewal of recognition of the Nandankanan Zoological Park, Bhubaneswar, Odisha,
under Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 – regarding

 
Reference:

1. This Office Memorandum F.No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I) dated 25th August, 2020

2. This Office letter F.No.21-2/2019-CZA(AK)/2053/2020 dated 8th January, 2020

3. This Office letter F.No.19-64/92-CZA(212)(Vol-IX)(BKG)/2928/2018 dated 13TH April, 2018 

4.  E-mail  dated  10th January,  2020  from  the  Deputy  Director,  Nandankanan  Zoological  Park,
Bhubaneswar 

 
Sir,

With  reference  to  above,  the  undersigned  is  directed  to  inform  that  recognition  of  the
Nandankanan  Zoological  Park,  Bhubaneswar,  Odisha  under  Section  38-H  of  the  Wild  Life

(Protection) Act, 1972, was valid till 22nd March, 2020. Shri Pradeep Kumar, IFS (Retired) and Dr.

A.K.  Malhotra,  evaluating  officers  deputed  by  this  office  have  evaluated  the  zoo on  5 th and  6th

February, 2020. Copy of the Evaluation Report is enclosed herewith for your perusal and needful
action.

 
2.         Evaluation Report of the Nandankanan Zoological Park, Bhubaneswar was placed before the

Technical Committee in its 96th Meeting held on 30th July, 2020. The Technical Committee, after
detailed deliberation, made its recommendation to the Central Zoo Authority. 

3.         This  office  issued Office  Memorandum F.No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I)  dated 25 th August,

2020 regarding renewal of recognition of the zoo. Subsequently, the Central Zoo Authority, in its 37 th

Meeting held on 7th December, 2020, in exercise of powers conferred under sub-section (1), (3) and
(4) of Section 38-H under the Wild Life (Protection) Act,  1972, approved recommendation of the
Technical Committee.
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4.         The Central Zoo Authority has regularised the period after 22nd March, 2020 and renewed

recognition of the Nandankanan Zoological Park, Bhubaneswar as a Large Zoo for a period up to 19th

August, 2023 subject to compliance with following conditions as per the Recognition of Zoo Rules,
2009 (RZR) and mid-term evaluation of the zoo. 
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 5.         A  compliance  report  to  the  Central  Zoo  Authority  on  implementation  of  the  aforesaid
conditions shall be submitted by the zoo within three months of issue of this letter followed by half-
yearly report.
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6.         The renewal of recognition of the Nandankanan Zoological  Park,  Bhubaneswar for period

beyond 19th August, 2023 as a Large Zoo would be considered on the basis of compliance of the
conditions stated above and general performance of the zoo. 

7.         The recognition of the Nandankanan Zoological Park, Bhubaneswar shall be revoked by the
Central  Zoo Authority at  any point  of  time if  the Zoo Operator is  found not  complying with the
stipulated conditions.

This issues with approval of the competent authority.

 
Encls. As above

Yours sincerely

 

 
 

(Sonali Ghosh)
Dy Inspector General Of Forest

 
Copy for information / necessary action to:

 
1.  The  Additional  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Odisha,  Department  of  Forests  and
Environment,  State  Secretariat,  Sachivalaya  Marg,  Bhubaneswar  –  751  001,  Odisha,  E-mail:

fesec.or@nic.in , efsec.od@nic.in [Zoo Operator of the Nandankanan Zoological Park, Bhubaneswar
under Rule 2(m)(III) of the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009] with a request for personal intervention
and appropriate action in the matter. 

 
2.  The  Director,  Nandankanan  Zoological  Park,  Mayur  Bhavan,  Janpath,  251,  Sahid  Nagar,
Bhubaneswar – 751 007, Odisha, E-mail: nandankananzoo@yahoo.com , dirnandankanan.od@gov.in 

3. The DPA, CZA – to update database and to upload on website.

                                                                                                                      
                                 sd/-

(Sonali Ghosh)
Dy Inspector General Of Forest
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