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To,
 
The Senior Veterinary Officer & In-charge,
Indira Gandhi Park Zoo and Deer Park,
Rourkela Steel Plant,
Rourkela – 769011, Odisha.
(E-mail: avijit.biswas@sailrsp.co.in).
 
Sub.:- Renewal of recognition to the Indira Gandhi Park Zoo, Rourkela, Odisha for period
beyond 17.10.2020  under Section 38(H) (1, 3 & 4) of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 – reg.
Ref.:-  

1. This office letter Computer File No. 158516, dated 15.12.2023.
2. Your application e-mail correspondence dated 04.09.2020.
3. This office letter F. No. 19-155/93-CZA(199)(Vol. IV)(PRK)/1681/2019 dated 28.10.2019.

 
 
Sir/Madam,
 
With reference to the above cited correspondences, it is to inform that the  evaluation of the Indira
Gandhi Park Zoo, Rourkela, Odisha was carried out by Shri P.C. Tyagi, IFS on 03.03.2024.
 
The evaluation report as submitted by the evaluating officers was placed before the Technical
Committee of the Central Zoo Authority (CZA) in its 110th meeting held on 14.05.2024. 
 
The Technical Committee after deliberation recommended to the Central Zoo Authority for the renewal
of recognition of the Indira Gandhi Park Zoo, Rourkela, Odisha  beyond the period 17.10.2020 under
Section 38-H (1, 3  & 4) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 for the period of 1 year. Further, the
committee also recommended to regularise the intervening period from the date until the previously
accorded recognition was valid till the date of issue of renewal. The renewal is subject to the
conditions stipulated as part IV of the evaluation report (copy enclosed).
 
Subsequently, the recommendation of the 110 th Technical Committee, CZA were approved by the
Chairperson, CZA.
 
The renewal of recognition to the Indira Gandhi Park Zoo, Rourkela, Odisha  as per the provisions of
Section 38(H) (1, 3 & 4)  of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 is for a period up to 18.07.2025 subject
to the compliance of the following directives under the Recognition of Zoo Rules (RZR), 2009 and mid-
term evaluation:
 
Sl. Norm No.

under RZR,
2009

Particulars of suggestions/recommendation Time period to
comply

19-155/93-CZA(199)(Vol-IV)(E) I/77862/2024



1.   General requirements
1.  1.3 The visitor pathway and service road though separated

for a certain length still overlapping for a considerable
portion and require to be separated by revising the
layout plan. The enclosures are haphazardly placed,
the visitor pathway should be realigned to minimize
disturbance to animals.

Six months.
 

2.  1.7 The soak pits and drainage are badly damaged in
some enclosures (Rhesus macaque and Crocodile etc)
and should be improved to ensure hygienic conditions.

Immediate.

2. Administrative and staffing pattern
3.  2.1 The zoo should have an officer of appropriate rank as

“whole time in-charge” of the zoo with powers to make
decisions.

Immediate.

3. Development and Planning
4.  3.1 The Zoo should prepare a layout plan and master plan

and get approval of CZA.
Three Months.

5.  3.3 The hard structures (pucca buildings) has to be painted
with appropriate colours to merge and blend with the
natural landscape.

Three months.

6.  3.4 Zoo must revise its collection plan to exhibit animals in
social viable groups in adequate ratios.

Three months.

7.  3.5 The Zoo should not accept any rescued animals in the
future as the housing conditions for almost all animals
have to be improved following CZA guidelines. The 
Zoo should set up quarantine facility for keeping newly 
acquired and diseased animals in isolation during 
quarantine period.

Three months.

4. Animal housing, display of animals and enclosures
8.  4.1 & 4.2 &

4.3 &4.5
 

The animal has not been displayed in nature
immersing enclosures, the design and dimension of
almost all the enclosures are not as per CZA
specifications and need urgent modification to ensure
behavioral requirements and the safety of animals and
keepers.

Six months.

9.  4.7 There should be adequate screening between
enclosures by providing a buffer of vegetation to
safeguard against animals getting unduly disturbed and
stressed due to the visibility of animals.

Six months.

10.  4.9 The stand-off barriers are too high obliterating the view
of animals and need improvement, a hedge should be
provided between the enclosure wall and barrier to
safeguard animal.

Three months.

11.  4.10 The animal information board is to be redesigned for all
enclosures and existing information revised to provide
relevant information on the biology and behavior of
animals.

Immediate.

5. Upkeep and health care
12.  5.1 The animals exhibited should be in social and

behavioral viable groups. The Rhesus macaque,
Sambhar, and rosy pelican are not in a social group.
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13.  5.2 The food store, kitchen, and meat house is to be
improved for animal hygiene.

Immediate.

14.  5.3 (8) Zoo should have formal linkages through a MoU with
Veterinary institutions on healthcare, preventive, health
management, surgical interventions, clinical tests,
disease diagnosis.

Six months.

9.  Acquisition and Breeding of animals
15.  9.4 The Zoo should urgently acquire mates for single and

unpaired animals viz Rosy pelican.
Immediate.

16.  9.9 The deer are kept in two places in several partitioned
enclosures. There is a necessity to exercise population
control measures so that the population does not
exceed carrying capacity and surplus population
should be shifted to other zoos or released back to its
natural habitat following due protocol.

Six months.

11. Education and Outreach facilities
17.  11.1

 
The zoo should place additional animal information
boards with relevant information, directions and caution
signage. Also develop souvenir shop, library facilities.

Immediate.

12. Visitor facilities

18.  12.1 The civic facilities toilets, and water points need to be
upgraded and special facilities for disadvantaged
persons provided wherever lacking.

Immediate.

 
A time bound compliance report regarding progress made in implementation of the aforesaid
conditions should be submitted to the Central Zoo Authority within 30 days of the date of issue of this
letter and half yearly compliance report should also be submitted subsequently.
 
The renewal of recognition to the Indira Gandhi Park Zoo, Rourkela, Odisha  for period beyond
18.07.2025 would be considered on the basis of compliance of the conditions stated above and
general performance of the Zoo.
 
The recognition to the Indira Gandhi Park Zoo, Rourkela, Odisha  shall be revoked by the Central Zoo
Authority, at any point of time, if the, Zoo Operator is found not complying with the stipulated
conditions.

 
 

Yours Sincerely,
 

Encl.: As above.
           

            AKANKSHA MAHAJAN
DEPUTY INSPECTOR GENERAL OF FOREST

 
Copy to:-
 

1. The Chief Wildlife Warden, Department of Forest and Environment, State Wildlife Headquarters,
Prakruti Bhawan, Plot No. 1459, Saheed Nagar, Bhubaneswar – 751 007, Odisha (E-mail:
odishawildlife@gmail.com, pccfwlodisha@gmail.com).

2. The DPA, CZA – to update database.
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