
Computer No. 146968
Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

 
B-1 Wing, 6 th Floor,

Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,
CGO Complex, Lodhi Road,

New Delhi – 110 003.
Telephone: +911124367846/51/52

cza@nic.in
Date: 26-12-2023

To,
 
The Chief Wildlife Warden,
Department of Forests,
3rd Floor, Van Bhawan, Ramgiri Road,
Civil Lines, Nagpur – 440 001, Maharashtra.
(E-mail: pccfwlngp@mahaforest.gov.in)
 
Subject:- Renewal of recognition of the Veermata Jijabai Bhosale
Udyan & Zoo, Mumbai, Maharashtra under Section 38-H(1),(3)&(4) of
the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 for period beyond August 19th,
2022- regarding.
 
Reference:

1. This office letter Computer No.: 158516, dated 11.08.2023.
2. E-mail letter No. DirVJBU-Zoo/OD/4364 dated 22.02.2023, received from

Dr. S. A. Tripathi, Director (Zoo), Veermata Jijabai Bhosale Botanical
Udyan & Zoo, Byculla (East), Mumbai, Maharashtra.

3. This Office letter File No.21-2/2019-CZA(Vol.I)(E)-Part(1), Computer No.
153933, dated 31.03.2021.

 
Sir/Madam,

 
With reference to above, it is to inform that the recognition of

Veermata Jijabai Bhosale Udyan & Zoo, Mumbai, Maharashtra  was accorded
up to August 19th, 2022 vide reference no. 3 above. The application for the
renewal of recognition of Veermata Jijabai Bhosale Udyan & Zoo, Mumbai,
Maharashtra for the period beyond August 19th, 2022 was received by this
office vide reference no. 2 above. 

 
Dr. Devender Kumar, EMO, CZA and Dr. Gowri Mallapur, Veterinarian

was deputed by this office to carry out the evaluation of the Veermata Jijabai
Bhosale Udyan & Zoo, Mumbai, Maharashtra vide CZA letter at reference no.
1 above. The Zoo was accordingly evaluated on August 13th, 2023.

 
The evaluation report (copy enclosed) as submitted by the evaluation

officer was deliberated in the 109th meeting of the Technical Committee of
the Central Zoo Authority held on November 10th, 2023. The Technical
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Committee after detailed deliberations recommended to the Central Zoo
Authority for the renewal of recognition of Veermata Jijabai Bhosale Udyan &
Zoo, Mumbai, Maharashtra for a period of two years and to regularize the
period after August 19th, 2022, subject to compliance with observation/
recommendation in the table below and mid-term evaluation. Further, the
Committee recommended that the Zoo Operator may be directed to submit
compliance report within three months of renewal followed by half-yearly
report.

 
Subsequently, the recommendation of 109th Technical Committee

Meeting was placed in the 40th meeting of the Central Zoo Authority held on
November 28th, 2023 wherein in exercise of powers conferred under sub-
section (1), (3) and (4) of Section 38-H under the Wild Life (Protection) Act,
1972, approved recommendation of the Technical Committee.

 
Accordingly, the Central Zoo Authority has regularised the period after

August 19th, 2022 and renewed the recognition of Veermata Jijabai Bhosale
Udyan & Zoo, Mumbai, Maharashtra for a period up to December 25th, 2025
under Section 38-H(1), (3) & (4) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972.

 
Sl. Norm No. Particulars of suggestions /

recommendation
Time Period
to Comply

1.  General Requirement
1 10.1.1 Several species are still housed as single

animals or in groups where a large
proportion of animals are unsexed.
The following animals must be paired and/or
housed in compatible groups based on their
natural behaviour and ecology:
Golden Jackal (2.0.0), Malabar Pied Hornbill
(0.2.0), Peafowl (0.1.0), Rat snake (0.0.1),
Gharial (0.2.0), Mugger (2.0.0), Sarus Crane
(0.1.0), Wild Boar (0.1.0).
Based on the decision of the committee
constituted by CZA the zoo must contact the
CWLW of Maharashtra State to find
appropriate housing for the lone female
elephant. Until then the display of the
female elephant must be regulated and she
must be allowed free movement in the
enclosure.

3 months

2 10.1.3 More directional signages to be added in the
zoo. Security at enclosures where there are
bottlenecks like the Tiger Habitat needs to
be enhanced for improved visitor
circulation.

Immediately

3 10.1.4 and
10.1.5

Considering the heritage status of the zoo,
construction of the wall has been a
challenge in the North and East sections of
the zoo (the entry gate, the gate near the

6 months
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elephant off-display area etc.) An
appropriate barrier is not present in all
locations. Entry of miscreants and stray
animals has to be prevented. A mutual
agreement for an applicable barrier must be
sought with the MHCC and appropriate
security fencing must be considered where
concrete walls are not permitted.

4 10.1.9 Feral dogs and cats must be prevented from
free range access within the zoo premises.
Appropriate action with local ABC (Animal
Birth Control) and Rehoming programs must
be taken. Feeding stay animals, especially
cats, within the zoo premises must be
stopped.

3 months

2. Administrative and Staffing Pattern
5 10.2.2 A medium zoo must have a full-time

biologist and a full-time education officer to
assist the zoo director in discharging
activities of the zoo efficiently. Thus, the zoo
must have a full-time biologist with no
additional charges and hire a full-time
education officer. Assistance may be
provided to them as needed.

3 months

6 10.2.2 Recruitment of Veterinary support staff
should be completed.

3 months

3. Development and Planning
7 10.3.1 The zoo has not yet submitted compliance

to the conditions listed in the master plan
and this should be done with immediate
effect. The amended master (layout) plan
was authenticated in 2019, However this
layout plan has several enclosures that are
not indicated with regards to area eg:
Amphibians, lizards, fish, invertebrates etc.
Further 1) the enclosure for elephant is
replaced by Gaur. However, the collection
plan indicates one elephant. 2) The walk-
through aviary is less than the mandated 2
ha area 3) The zoo has 3 species of
chelonians but the layout plan indicates one
enclosure (Madras Pond Turtle). The
inconsistencies must be reconciled in the
master plan and a comprehensive plan with
research plan, education plan, disaster
management plan resubmitted for scrutiny.

3 months

8 10.3.6 The zoo must reconsider its collection plan
with regards to finding mates and
compatible conspecifics (for gregarious
species) for the species currently housed
singly and for species that are of

3 months
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conservation priority in general eg:
Golden Jackal (2.0.0), Malabar Pied Hornbill
(0.2.0), Peafowl (0.1.0), Rat snake (0.0.1),
Gharial (0.2.0), Mugger (3.1.0), Sarus Crane
(1.0.0), Wild Boar (0.1.0).

9 10.3.6 (ii) The zoo is currently displaying species
which are not part of the collection plan.
1. Asian Elephant
2. Red Eared Slider
The Red Eared Slider are a species that is
not reflected in the inventory of the zoo. The
zoo must rectify this in the master plan and
in the inventory.

Immediately.
 

10 10.3.7 The zoo must designate specific areas for
quarantine and isolation of sick/infirm and
recovering animals. The zoo must remove
the barking deer and wild boar currently
housed in the quarantine area and move
them into isolation for appropriate care and
management.

1 month

4.Animal housing, display of animals and animal enclosures
11 1. 4.1 Enclosures for primates, snakes and

Hippopotamus need to be upgraded as per
extant CZA guidelines. The walk-in aviary
needs to be upgraded as per extant CZA
guidelines. The night cells in the deer and
Antelope enclosures are visible from the
viewing area for visitors and may be
covered with natural and fast-growing
vegetation Retreat areas (other than night
cells) for Deer and Antelope species need to
be developed in the enclosures.

6 months

12 10.4.4 The pheasants currently housed with other
species of birds must be provided species
specific enclosures.

3 months

13 10.4.6 The enclosures in the zoo are designed with
permanent enrichment fixtures like ramps,
machans, water bodies etc. But in the
interest of continued cognitive stimulation
more dynamic enrichment features must be
included and enrichment carried out on a
regular basis.
Similarly, off display areas must be made
more comfortable with raised platforms,
bedding material (where appropriate), some
enrichment material.

3 months

14 10.4.9 The bottleneck areas especially at the Tiger
Habitat need to be addressed to prevent
overcrowding

2 months

15 10.4.10 Increased number of directional signages
and zoo maps with “you are here” indicators

3 months
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to be included.5.Upkeep and healthcare of animals

16 10.5.1 The zoo must make all efforts to finding
mates and compatible conspecifics (for
gregarious species) for the species currently
housed singly and for species that are of
conservation priority in general e.g.: Golden
Jackal (2.0.0),
Malabar Pied Hornbill (0.2.0), Peafowl
(0.1.0)Rat snake (0.0.1), Gharial (0.2.0),
Mugger (3.1.0), Sarus Crane (1.0.0), Wild
Boar (0.1.0).
If not, the animals must be shifted to other
zoos for housing and care.

6 months

17 10.5.1 The single female elephant housed in the
zoo must be housed singly and allowed to
roam freely in the enclosure. The enclosure
must be maintained off- display.  If the
CWLW Maharashtra finds an appropriate
camp/location to shift the female the same
must be done after testing for TB, EEHV and
other communicable diseases.

Immediately

18 10.5.8 The zoo must augment the animal care
support staff like lab technician,
compounder etc to be able to conduct basic
testing (haematology, blood biochemistry,
faecal samples) onsite.

2 months

19 10.5.9 All staff involved with upkeep and
healthcare of zoo animals shall be screened
against zoonotic diseases once every year
and those found positive to any
communicable disease shall be provided
appropriate treatment till, they get cured
and freed of the infection and during the
period of such treatment, the infected
employees shall be kept away from the
responsibility of upkeep and healthcare of
the animals.

Immediately

20 10.5.10 The zoo must maintain detailed records of
observations of social behavior of the
animals so as to be able to assess the
enrichment and modify it as per need.

Immediately

6.Veterinary and Infrastructure facilities
21 10.6.1 The zoo must augment its in-house

diagnostic facilities to be able to conduct
haematology, blood biochemistry, faecal
analysis and haemoprotozoal testing on site

Immediately

22 10.6.5 Trained lab technicians must be hired
immediately so that basic diagnosis can be
done on site.

Immediately

7. Post-mortem and disposal of carcasses of animals.
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23 10.7.1 Every animal that dies in the zoo shall be
subjected to a detailed necropsy
examination to determine conclusively the
cause of death. The necropsy reports of Sch
I and Sch II animals must be submitted to
the CWLW of the state with a copy to CZA
within 24 hours of mortality.

Immediately

24 10.7.3 In the event that the gross necropsy is
inconclusive and no specific reason for
death is identified, the zoo authorities must
send the samples of the tissues and organs,
blood, viscera etc. for further examination to
a qualified diagnostic laboratory for further
investigation and identifying the cause of
death.

Immediately

9. Acquisition and breeding of animals
25 10.9.4 The zoo shall endeavour to acquire mates

for single and unpaired animals on priority
basis. As below
Golden Jackal (2.0.0)
Malabar Pied Hornbill (0.2.0)
Peafowl (0.1.0)
Rat snake (0.0.1)
Gharial (0.2.0)
Mugger (3.1.0)
Sarus Crane (1.0.0)
Wild Boar (0.1.0)
If the zoo is unable find a mate for single
and unpaired animal, the unpaired or single
animal shall be transferred or exchanged or
given on breeding loan to any other zoo in
accordance with the norms specified by the
Central Zoo Authority in this regard.

6 months

26 10.9.9 The current zoo stock of deer species is as
under
Sambar deer: 1:2:0
Spotted deer: 2:6:9
Barking Deer: 6:2:6
As a medium zoo, the zoo may house 12
individuals of any species of ungulates.
Thus, the zoo must employ measures to
control populations of Spotted Deer and
Barking Deer. Further the zoo must follow
details listed out in the collection plan with
regards to number of individuals housed per
species.

Immediately

10. Research activities
27 10.10.1 The zoo shall endeavor to carry out

collaborative research for evolving
innovative strategies for providing the
animals housed in the zoo a better health

Immediately
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care, quality of life, higher genetic and
behavioural viability and improved
reproduction potential with identified
institutions and in accordance with norms
specified by the Central Zoo Authority in this
regard.

12. Visitors facilities
28 10.12.1 The zoo shall have first aid facilities

including snake anti-venom and lifesaving
drugs, readily available in the zoo premises.

Immediately

 
A compliance report to the Central Zoo Authority on implementation of

the aforesaid observation/ recommendation shall be submitted by the zoo
within three months of issue of this letter. Further, half yearly report
regarding progress made in the implementation of the aforesaid conditions
should also be submitted to the Central Zoo Authority.
 

The recognition of Veermata Jijabai Bhosale Udyan & Zoo, Mumbai,
Maharashtra for the period beyond December 25th, 2025 would be
considered on the basis of compliance of the conditions stated above, mid-
term evaluation and general performance of the zoo.
 

The recognition of Veermata Jijabai Bhosale Udyan & Zoo, Mumbai,
Maharashtra shall be revoked by the Central Zoo Authority, at any point of
time, if the zoo operator is found not complying with the stipulated
conditions.

 
This is for information and necessary action please.

 
 

Yours sincerely,
 

Encl: As above.

(SANJAY KUMAR SHUKLA)
MEMBER SECRETARY

 Copy for information and necessary action to:

1. The Principal Secretary to the Government of Maharashtra, Department
of City Development, 4th Floor, Secretariat, Madam Cama Road,
Hutatma Rajguru Chowk, Nariman Point, Churchgate, Mumbai,
Maharashtra 400 032 (E-mail: psec.ud1@maharashtra.gov.in) [Zoo
Operator of the Veermata Jijabai Bhosale Udyan & Zoo, Mumbai,
Maharashtra under Rule 2(m)(III) of the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009].

2. The Member Secretary, Maharashtra State Zoo Authority, Third floor, B
Wing, Administrative Building No.2, Nagpur – 440 001, Maharashtra (E-
mail: mszooauthority@gmail.com).

3. The Municipal Commissioner, Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai,
2nd Floor, Municipal Head Office, Mumbai – 400 001, Maharashtra (E-
mail: mc@mcgm.gov.in).

4. The Director (Zoo), Veermata Jijabai Bhosale Udyan & Zoo, Dr.
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Babasaheb Ambedkar Road, Byculla (East), Mumbai – 400 027,
Maharashtra (E-mail: vjbudyanzoo@yahoo.co.in,
dirzoo01@mcgm.gov.in).

5. The DPA, O/o CZA, (E-mail: dpa-cza@nic.in) – to update database and to
upload on official website of the CZA.
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Computer No. 153933

 Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

B-1 Wing, 6th Floor,
Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi – 110 003,
Telephone: +91-11-24367846/51/52, E-mail: cza@nic.in 

            Dated 31/03/2021
To
The Chief Wildlife Warden,
Department of Forests, 
3rd Floor, Van Bhawan, Ramgiri Road, 
Civil Lines, Nagpur – 440 001. (Maharashtra), 
E-mail: pccfwlngp@mahaforest.gov.in

 
Subject: Renewal of recognition of the Veermata Udyan Zoo, Byculla, Mumbai, under Section 
38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 – regarding 

Reference:

1. This Office Memorandum F.No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I) dated August 25, 2020

2. This Office letter F.No.21-2/2019-CZA(AK)/2058/2020 dated January 8, 2020

3. This Office letter F.No.19-70/93-CZA(161)(Vol-XVII)(PKR)/2930/2018 dated April 12, 2018 

4. Letter No.Nil dated March 6, 2020 from the Veterinary Officer, Veermata Udyan Zoo, Byculla

 
Sir,

With  reference  to  above,  the  undersigned  is  directed  to  inform  that  recognition  of  the
Veermata Udyan Zoo, Byculla, Mumbai under Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972,
was valid till March 22, 2020. Shri D.N.S. Suman, IFS (Retired), evaluating officer deputed by this
office has evaluated the zoo on January 24, 2020. Copy of the Evaluation Report is enclosed herewith
for your perusal and needful action.

 
2.         Evaluation  Report  of  the  Veermata  Udyan  Zoo,  Byculla,  Mumbai  was  placed  before  the

Technical  Committee  in its  96th Meeting held on July 30,  2020.  The Technical  Committee,  after
detailed deliberation, made its recommendation to the Central Zoo Authority. 

 
3.         This office issued Office Memorandum F.No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I) dated August 25, 2020

regarding renewal  of  recognition of the zoo.  Subsequently,  the  Central  Zoo Authority,  in  its  37 th

Meeting held on December 7, 2020, in exercise of powers conferred under sub-section (1), (3) and (4)
of  Section  38-H  under  the  Wild  Life  (Protection)  Act,  1972,  approved  recommendation  of  the
Technical Committee.

 
4.         The Central  Zoo Authority  has  regularised the period after  March 22,  2020 and renewed
recognition of  the  Veermata  Udyan Zoo,  Byculla,  Mumbai  as  a  Medium Zoo for  a  period up to
August  19,  2022  subject  to compliance with following conditions  as per the Recognition of Zoo
Rules, 2009 (RZR) and mid-term evaluation of the zoo. 
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5.         A  compliance  report  to  the  Central  Zoo  Authority  on  implementation  of  the  aforesaid
conditions shall be submitted by the zoo within three months of issue of this letter followed by half-
yearly report.

 
6.         The renewal of recognition of the Veermata Udyan Zoo, Byculla, Mumbai for period beyond
August 19, 2022 as a Medium Zoo would be considered on the basis of compliance of the conditions
stated above and general performance of the zoo. 
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7.         The recognition of the Veermata Udyan Zoo, Byculla, Mumbai shall be revoked by the Central
Zoo Authority at any point of time if the Zoo Operator is found not complying with the stipulated
conditions.

 
This issues with approval of the competent authority.

 
Encls. As above

Yours sincerely

 

 
 

(Sonali Ghosh)
Dy Inspector General Of Forest

 
Copy for information / necessary action to:

 
1. The Principal Secretary to the Government of Maharashtra, Department of City Development, 4th
Floor,  Secretariat,  Madam  Cama  Road,  Hutatma  Rajguru  Chowk,  Nariman  Point,  Churchgate,
Mumbai, Maharashtra 400 032, E-mail: psec.ud1@maharashtra.gov.in [Zoo Operator of the Veermata
Udyan Zoo, Byculla, Mumbai under Rule 2(m)(III) of the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009]

 
2.  The Member Secretary,  Maharashtra State Zoo Authority,  Third floor,  B Wing,  Administrative
Building No.2, Nagpur – 440 001. (Maharashtra), E-mail: mszooauthority@gmail.com

 

3. The Municipal Commissioner, Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai, 2nd Floor, Municipal
Head Office, Mumbai – 400 001, E-mail: mc@mcgm.gov.in 

 
4. The Director (Zoo), Veermata Udyan Zoo, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Road, Byculla (East), Mumbai
– 400 027, Maharashtra, E-mail: vjbudyanzoo@yahoo.co.in , dirzoo01@mcgm.gov.in 

 
5. The DPA, O/o CZA – to update database and to upload on official website of the CZA.

 
6. File No.19-70/93-CZA (161) – for record

                                                                                                                      
                                 sd/-

(Sonali Ghosh)
Dy Inspector General Of Forest
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