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To,
The Chief Wildlife Warden
Department of Forests,
3rd Floor, Van Bhawan, Ramgiri Road, 
Civil Lines, Nagpur – 440 001, 
Maharashtra, 
pccfwlngp@mahaforest.gov.in
 
Subject: Grant of renewal of recognition to Maharajbag Zoo, Nagpur, 
Maharashtra under Section 38-H (1), (3) & (4) of Wild Life Protection Act, 1972. 
 
References: 
 

1. Application vide letter No CAN/MZ/Renewal of Recognition/200/20 dated 
28/10/2020 from the Officer-in-charge, Maharajbag Zoo, Nagpur, 
Maharashtra. 

2. This office letter F No 7-2/2021-CZA (computer No 152535) dated 25th 
March 2021 regarding observations related to masterplan 

3. This office letter F No. 26-1/2019-CZA/1146/2019 dated 18th July 2019 
related copy of the order of the Appellate Authority, Secretary, Ministry of 
Environment Forest and Climate Change, Govt of India. 

4. This office letter F No 19-104/93-CZA (157) (Vol.VII) (NS) /4890/2018 
dated 29.11.2018 cancelling recognition of the Maharajbag Zoo, Nagpur, 
Maharashtra 

 
Sir,
 

The application for renewal of recognition was received from the Officer in 
Charge, Maharajbag Zoo, Nagpur, Maharashtra vide correspondence listed at (1).
Dr Gowri Mallapur, Veterinary Consultant, Central Zoo Authority was deputed by 
this office as the evaluating officer and the zoo was evaluated on August 13 and 
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14, 2021. Copy of the evaluation report is enclosed herewith for your perusal and
needful action.

 
The evaluation report of the Maharajbag Zoo, Nagpur Maharashtra was placed

before the 38th meeting of the Central Zoo Authority held on November 16, 2021
and the Central Zoo Authority after deliberation decided to grant the renewal of 
recognition to Maharajbag Zoo, Nagpur, Maharashtra for a period of one year up 
to November 15, 2022 under Section 38-H (1), (3) & (4) of the Wild Life 
(Protection) Act, 1972, the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009 and extant guidelines 
of the CZA and further subject to the compliance of the conditions stipulated 
below and a mid-term evaluation.

 
 

Sr.
No

Norm
No

Conditions Time 
Period to 
Comply

1 10(3.1
)

The zoo must submit the compliance and updated 
master plan (with detailed collection plan and master 
layout plan). The Master    Plan    of   Maharajbag Zoo, 
Nagpur, Maharashtra (CAN/ZOO/MP&MLP of 
Maharajbag Zoo NGP/281/2019 dated 29.01.2019) was
scrutinized in the 97th meeting of the Expert Group on 
Zoo Designing held on March 10  and  11, 2021. The 
Master Plan requires major revisions and the committee
recommended for the resubmission following 
incorporation of suggestions. This was communicated 
vide File No.7-2/2021-CZA (Computer No.: 152535) 
dated 25th March 2021 observations related to 
masterplan were communicated. Compliance is 
awaited.

1 month

2 10 (1.4)
and 10 
(1.5)

Use  of concertina  wire/barbed  wire in boundaries is 
discouraged and hence  shall be removed

With 
immediate 
effect

3 10(9.9) 
and 10 
(4.6)

The non-native species like   Nymphicus sp and 
Melopsittacus sp housed far beyond carrying capacity 
must be disposed by sending to nearby zoos that have 
appropriate housing for the species. Enrichment must 
be provided in accordance with the species housed and 
their needs.

3 months

4 10.
(3.7), 
10 
(4.2), 
10(4.5),
10(4.8)

The sloth bear must be kept off display. The 
appropriate enclosure with appropriate off display areas
must be planned and executed in a time bound 
manner. The zoo may consider appropriate housing for 
the bears in the meantime and apprise the CZA of the 
plan

3 months
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5 10(3.7),
10(4.2),
10(4.5),
10(4.8)

The smooth coated otter must be kept off display. The 
appropriate enclosure with appropriate off display areas
must be planned and executed in a time bound 
manner. The zoo may consider appropriate housing for 
the bears in the mean time and apprise the CZA of the 
plan

3 months

6 10(5.2) The leopards are obese and need to have a regulated 
and monitored diet and exercise.

6 months

7 10(4.2),
10(4.4),
10(4.5) 

Appropriate enrichment and visual barriers for all the 
enclosures and with species specific consideration must 
be implemented 

3 months

8 10
(6.1),10
(6.3)

The zoo must set up a basic diagnostic facility with a 
treatment room and isolation and quarantine wards 
before acquisition of any new animals. The medical 
stocks and the registers for the same need to be 
updated and maintained

6 months

9 10(1.1),
10(5.1),
10(9.1),
10(9.4)

The single animals must be paired by finding 
appropriate zoos that may accept them into the 
collection and with intimation to the CZA. 

3 months

10 10(5.3) The Daily report, Animal history cards, treatment 
sheets and all records need to be maintained as per the
CZA formats 

1 month

11 10(9.5),
10(9.11
)

The animal acquisition [(1.0.0) Bengal Tiger, 4 
Leopards and 2 (1.1.0) Smooth coated Otters] and 
disposal [Palm Civet Kite and Spotted Deer] that have 
been executed without approval of the CZA must be 
explained with proposal in prescribed format, and 
justification for consideration of the CZA. In the 
meantime the animals should be housed appropriately.

2 months

12 10(4.10
)a &
10(11.1
)a

Appropriate bilingual signage must be placed at all 
enclosures. The zoo must also place directional and 
information signage in the common places.

2 months

13 10(2.2) The zoo must have a full time Director/officer-in charge
and hire full time scientific and technical personnel with
appropriate career progression for the personnel.

6 months

14 10(5.10
),10(9.8
)

A detailed protocol to ensure that all animals in  the 
zoos  are  permanently marked appropriately should be
made

3 months

15 10(3.3) A schedule for conducting mock drills for first  aid, 
emergency situations like  animal escapes etc. for zoo 
staff should be included as part of disaster 
management.

3 months

16 10(3.3) The aquarium in the zoo premises needs to be shut 3 months
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down and the masterplan must include the species of 
fish in the collection with a plan for the management of 
the aquarium

  
 A half yearly report regarding progress made in the implementation of the

aforesaid conditions should be submitted to the Central Zoo Authority. 
 

The recognition of Maharajbag Zoo, Nagpur, Maharashtra for the period 
beyond November 15, 2022 would be considered on the basis of compliance of 
the conditions stated above.

 
        The Maharajbag Zoo, Nagpur, shall comply with such standards and norms
as are or may be specified or imposed, by or under the provisions of the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972 or the rules made thereunder; and the Maharajbag Zoo,
Nagpur, shall comply with the directions and guidelines issued by the Central Zoo
Authority from time to time, for the purpose of maintenance and upkeep of the
zoo.

 
The recognition of Maharajbag Zoo, Nagpur, Maharashtra shall be revoked 

by the Central Zoo Authority, at any point of time, if the zoo operator is found 
not complying with the stipulated conditions. 
 

This issues with the approval of the competent authority. 
 
 
Enclosed as above.

Yours sincerely,

Dr Gowri Mallapur
Veterinary Consultant,Central Zoo Authority

 
 
Copy for information and necessary action to: 
 
1. The Vice Chancellor, Dr. Panjabrao Deshmukh Krishi Vidyapeeth, P.O. Krishi 
Nagar, Akola -444104, Maharashtra, [Zoo Operator of the Maharajbaug Zoo, 
Nagpur, Maharashtra under Rule 2m(l) of the Recognition of the Zoo Rules, 
2009]
E-mail: vc@pdkv.ac.in  
 
2. The  Officer In-charge, Maharajbag Zoo,  Nagpur, Maharashtra. 
Email: maharajbagzoo@gmail.com
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3. The Associate Dean, College of Agriculture, Dr  Panjabrao Deshmukh Krishi 
Vidyapeeth, Maharajbag.  Sitabuldi,  Amravati  Road,  Nagpur  - 440001,  
Maharashtra,  
E-mail: adac_ngp@yahoo.com
 
4. The Member Secretary, Maharashtra State Zoo Authority, Third floor, B Wing, 
Administrative Building No.2, Nagpur – 440 001, Maharashtra, 
E-mail: mszooauthority@gmail.com
 
5. The DPA, O/o CZA - to update database and upload on official website of CZA 
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