
Computer No. 147070
Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

 
B-1 Wing, 6 th Floor,

Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,
CGO Complex, Lodhi Road,

New Delhi – 110 003.
Telephone: +911124367846/51/52

cza@nic.in
Date: 07-06-2023

To,
 

The PCCF & Chief Wildlife Warden,
Government of Madhya Pradesh,
BDA Building, 3rd Floor,
M.P. Nagar Zone – 1, Hoshangabad Road,
Bhopal – 462 011, Madhya Pradesh
(E-mail: pccfwl@mp.gov.in). 

 
Subject:- Renewal of recognition of the Gandhi Zoological Park,
Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh under Section 38-H(1),(3)&(4) of the Wild
Life (Protection) Act, 1972 for period beyond 19th August, 2021-
regarding.
 
Reference:

1. This office letter no. 21-1/2021-CZA, Computer no. 158516, dated
30/08/2022.

2. Application vide e-mail letter No.53/2005/13/3/GZP/2021/23 dated July
28, 2021, from the Commissioner, Municipal Corporation of Gwalior.

3. This Office Memorandum File No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I), dated
25.08.2020.

 
Sir/Madam,

 
With reference to above, It is to inform that the recognition of Gandhi

Zoological Park, Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh was accorded up to August 19th,
2021 vide reference no. 3 above. The application for the renewal of
recognition of Gandhi Zoological Park, Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh for the period
beyond August 19th, 2021 was received by this office vide reference no. 2
above. 

 
Shri Dev Prakash Bankhwal, IFS(Retd.) was deputed by this office to

carry out the evaluation of the Gandhi Zoological Park, Gwalior, Madhya
Pradesh vide CZA letter at reference no. 1 above. The Zoo was accordingly
evaluated on September, 22nd to 24th 2022.

 
The evaluation report (copy enclosed) as submitted by the evaluation
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officer was deliberated in the 107th meeting of the Technical Committee of
the Central Zoo Authority held on April 19th, 2023. The Technical Committee
after detailed deliberations recommended to the Central Zoo Authority for the
renewal of recognition of Gandhi Zoological Park, Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh
for a period of two years and to regularise the period after August 19th, 2021,
subject to compliance with observation/ recommendation in the table below
and mid-term evaluation. The members also recommended that the zoo
operator may be directed to submit half-yearly compliance report with
respect to observation/ recommendation stipulated while renewal of
recognition.

 
Subsequently, the recommendation of 107th Technical Committee

Meeting was approved by the Chairperson, Central Zoo Authority.
Accordingly, the Central Zoo Authority has regularised the period after August
19th, 2021 and renewed the recognition of Gandhi Zoological Park, Gwalior,
Madhya Pradesh for a period up to June 6th, 2025 under Section 38-H(1), (3) &
(4) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972. This is subject to the ratification of
this decision in the next meeting of the Central Zoo Authority.

 
Sr.No. Norm

No.
Particulars of
suggestions/recommendation

Time Period
to Comply

1. General Requirements
1. 10.1(2) Barking deer enclosure, adjoining the

administrative block, becomes a
quagmire after rains. An alternate
enclosure for shifting the animals
should be thought of where a large
area can be split into two and the
animals can be shifted to second
enclosure when the first one is not
habitable. In the meanwhile, the first
one may be given some layers of soil
and other substratum (without any
worms or infection) in such a way that
excess water is properly drained out.

Immediately

2. 10.1(5) On the western side of the zoo, there is
a three-story tall Gurudwara building
flush with the boundary of the zoo. The
Gurudwara is always bustling with
human activities, and thus creates
sound and light disturbance to the zoo
animals in nearby enclosures. Either
the Gurudwara management or the
zoo should raise a sound and light
barrier equal to the height of
gurudwara between the zoo and the
Gurudwara

 One year

3. Development and Planning
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3. 10.3(1) The zoo has no master plan in
operation. The master plan of the zoo
should be prepared as early as
possible.

 Six months

4. Animal housing, display of animals and animal enclosures
4. 10.4(1),

10.4(2)
&10.4(6)

Snakes, birds and monkeys are not in
nature-immersing enclosures. Their
enclosures should be made as natural
as possible within the constraints of
the limited area of the zoo.
The enclosure of macaques is bereft of
any enrichment material and
vegetation cover. It should be covered
with some vegetation cover
(transplanting some tillers and tufts of
grass) and suitable cage enrichment
be provided for eliciting natural
behavior among the animals

 Six months

5. 10.4(9) In many enclosures, the area open for
visitors to see the animals is nearly
between 180 degrees to nearly 330
degrees. This should be avoided.
Visitors should have limited viewing
area, although it should be planned in
such a way that three-four small
groups of visitors can see the animal
simultaneously. The viewing area
should be restricted by closing the
remaining area with shrubbery or
shrubby bamboo.

 Six months

6. 10.4(10)  There is need for sign boards at
Gharial enclosure, giving warning to
the visitors to keep a safe distance
from the reptile.

 Immediately

19-166/93-CZA(150)(NE)

I/45843/2023



7. 10.4(10) (a)The zoo has provided information on
the housed animals at each enclosure
in QR code only. At some places, a
little text is also written on a
sandstone. But, this information is
incomplete, particularly when most of
the visitors are coming from rural
areas. Appropriate boards depicting
distribution of animal in the wild, its
status, biology, its ecological role and
role of zoo in augmenting wild
population should be displayed at
suitable location outside each
enclosure.
(b)Directional signages for the
enclosures should also be more
natural-looking, instead of the current
ones on iron sheets.

 One year
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Six months

5. Upkeep and healthcare of animals
8. 10.5(3) Innovative ways should be explored to

keep the animals busy for as much
time of the day as possible by
spreading food and make animals
forage for the food. This can be done in
enclosures of bear, carnivores and
macaques.

 Immediately

9. Acquisition and breeding of animals
9. 10.9(2) To safeguard against ill effects of

breeding on the zoo population, the
zoo shall endeavour to introduce
unrelated animals to zoo stock through
exchange, loaning and getting gifts of
animals from other zoos.

Six months

10.  10.9(4) The zoo has Chinkara, four horned
antelope, red jungle fowl, silver
pheasant, spot-billed pelican and
common ostrich of single sex. These
animals and birds should be given
mates from other zoos. Similarly,
Indian muntjac (barking deer) is in
1M:5F and Gharial is in 1M:6F. Suitable
exchanges should be made to keep the
stock in healthy and sustainable sex
ratio.

 Six months

11.  10.9(8) While animal history cards are being
prepared in this zoo, herd marking is
not being done. It needs to be done by
either using tag on herd leader, or chip
implant, or any other method
suggested by the CZA.

 Immediately
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12.  10.9(8) Studbook is being centrally maintained
by CZA. The application software ZIMS
should be procured by the zoo,
particularly as this zoo is being shifted
to a larger area after a few months or
years, where its category is going to
change from small to someone at
higher level

As per the
direction of
the
CZA

11. Educational and outreach activities
13.  10.11 Effort should be made to come out

with good outreach activities, like talk
by the curator and director cum
veterinary doctor, use of gadgets like
virtual reality (having pre-loaded
videos), etc.

 Three
months

 
A compliance report to the Central Zoo Authority on implementation of

the aforesaid observation/ recommendation shall be submitted by the zoo
within three months of issue of this letter. Further, half yearly report
regarding progress made in the implementation of the aforesaid conditions
should also be submitted to the Central Zoo Authority.
 

The recognition of Gandhi Zoological Park, Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh for
the period beyond June 6th, 2025 would be considered on the basis of
compliance of the conditions stated above, mid-term evaluation and general
performance of the zoo.
 

The recognition of Gandhi Zoological Park, Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh
shall be revoked by the Central Zoo Authority, at any point of time, if the zoo
operator is found not complying with the stipulated conditions.
 

 
Yours sincerely,

 
Encl.: As above.

(SANJAY KUMAR SHUKLA)
MEMBER SECRETARY

 Copy for information and necessary action to:

1. The Commissioner, Municipal Corporation of Gwalior, Nagar Nigam
Mukhyalay, City Centre, Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh [Zoo Operator of the
Gandhi Zoological Park, Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh under Rule 2(m)(III) of the
Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009].

2. The In-charge, Gandhi Zoological Park, Gwalior Municipal Corporation,
Phoolbaug, M.L.B. Road, Lashkar, Gwalior – 474 001, Madhya Pradesh (E-
mail:gandhizoologicalpark1920@gmail.com).

3. The DPA, O/o CZA, (E-mail: dpa-cza@nic.in) – to update database and to
upload on official website of the CZA.
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