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New Delhi – 110 003. 
Telephone: +911124367846/51/52

cza@nic.in
Date: 07/12/2022

 
To, 
 
The Chief Wildlife Warden,
Department of Forests, 
Government of Kerala,
Forest Headquarter, Vazhuthacaud,
Thiruvananthapuram – 695014. Kerala
(E-mail:cww.for@kerala.gov.in, pccf.for@kerala.gov.in)
 
Subject:-  Renewal  of  recognition  of  the  Kaprikkad  Mini  Zoo  and  Rescue  Centre
(Relocation of the Kodanad Mini Zoo), Ernakulum District, Kerala under Section 38-
H(1),(3)&(4) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 for period beyond August 19th, 2021-
regarding.
 
Reference:
1. This office letter no. 21-1/2021-CZA, Computer no. 158516, dated 31.08.2022. 
2. E-mail dated September 29, 2021, received from Shri K. A. Saju, Assistant 

Conservator of Forests, Nature Study Centre, Kalady. 
3. This Office Memorandum File No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I), dated 25.08.2020. 

 
Sir/Madam,

 
With reference to above, I am directed to inform that the recognition of Kaprikkad Mini

Zoo and Rescue Centre (Relocation of the Kodanad Mini Zoo), Ernakulum District, Kerala
was accorded up to August 19th, 2021 vide reference no. 3 above. The application for the
renewal of recognition of Kaprikkad Mini Zoo and Rescue Centre (Relocation of the Kodanad
Mini Zoo), Ernakulum District, Kerala for the period beyond August 19th, 2021 was received
by this office vide reference no. 2 above.  

 
Shri B K Singh, IFS(Retd.), Former PCCF (HoFF), Karnataka was deputed by this

office to carry out the evaluation of the Kaprikkad Mini Zoo and Rescue Centre (Relocation of
the Kodanad Mini Zoo), Ernakulum District, Kerala vide CZA letter at reference no. 1 above.
The Zoo was accordingly evaluated on September 3rd & 4th, 2022.

 
The evaluation  report  (copy enclosed)  as submitted by the evaluation  officer  was

deliberated in the 106th meeting of the Technical Committee of the Central Zoo Authority
held  on  September  27th,  2022.  The  Technical  Committee  after  detailed  deliberations
recommended to the Central Zoo Authority for the renewal of recognition of Kaprikkad Mini
Zoo and Rescue Centre (Relocation of the Kodanad Mini Zoo), Ernakulum District, Kerala for
a  period  of  one  year  and  to  regularise  the  period  after  August  19th,  2021,  subject  to
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compliance with observation/ recommendation in the table below and mid-term evaluation.
The members also recommended that the Zoo Operator may be directed to submit  half-
yearly  compliance  report  with  respect  to  observation/  recommendation  stipulated  while
renewal of recognition.

 
Subsequently,  the  recommendation  of  106th Technical  Committee  Meeting  was

approved by the Chairperson, Central Zoo Authority. Accordingly, the Central Zoo Authority
has regularised the period after August 19th, 2021 and renewed the recognition of Kaprikkad
Mini  Zoo and Rescue Centre (Relocation  of  the Kodanad  Mini  Zoo),  Ernakulum District,
Kerala for a period up to December 5th, 2023 under Section 38-H(1), (3) & (4) of the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972. This is subject to the ratification of this decision in the next meeting of
the Central Zoo Authority.

 
Sl. Norm 

No.
Particulars of suggestions/recommendation Time Period to Comply

1. General Requirements
1. 10.1(3

)
Visitors are allowed only on the walkway and between
visitors  and  enclosures  there  is  a  standoff  barrier.
However,  some  vegetative  camouflaging  has  been
suggested along the standoff barrier.

Two years

2.
 
 

10.1 
(7)

Liquid  wastes  are  taken  from  each  of  the  four
enclosures through underground pipelines to two soak
pits constructed for waste liquid disposal. Each of these
enclosures has feeding place and whenever the place
is  washed,  the  waste  water  spreads  all  over  on  the
surface of the earth. Management must organize and
ensure  that  the  waste  water  from  feeding  places  is
channelized and taken to soak pits. Further, the Zoo is
on the left bank of River Periyar and there is a danger
for  untreated  sewage  to  pollute  river  water.  It  is
suggested to have a sewage treatment plant. 

One year

4.Animal housing, display of animals and animal enclosures
3. 10.4 

(1) to 
(5)

The Zoo is shifted to the new place and the enclosures
are  still  quite  small.  It  is  quite  crumpled  in  all  four
enclosures  where  deer  and  sambar  are  housed  and
displayed.  The over populated enclosures should not
be maintained for a long time.

Two months.

4. 10.4 
(2)

At the new site also animal house is visible from the
visitors’  path.  This  is  the result  of  the poor planning.
Management may attempt to camouflage it.

One year

5. 10.4(6
)

No  enrichment  is  provided  in  any  enclosure.
Management should provide appropriate enrichments.

Three months

6. 10.4(7
)

Adequate  screening  must  be  provided  by  planting
some hedge plants so the animals do not get unduly
excited. 

Six years

7. 10.4(1
0) 

Some more prominently and big in size signage should
be added.

Sne year

5. Upkeep and healthcare of animals 
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9. 10.5(2
)

Suggested  to  keep  food  items  like  wheat  flour,
concentrate etc. on the slab. Some of these items were
found lying on the ground in the store room.

Immediately

10. 10.5(2
)

Management  has  been  suggested  to  draw  random
samples of food and water and get it tested to rule out
any contamination.

Immediately

11. 10.5(2
)

Removal of unused feed
The  waste  water  generated  at  feed  centres  after
washing  is  allowed  to  spread  on  the  surface  of  the
earth. Management must remodel the drainage system
to take it to the soak pits through underground pipes.

Two years

6. Veterinary and Infrastructure facilities
12. 10.6(1

)
Veterinary hospital, medicine store facility, post mortem
room etc. are built but have not been put to any use.
The same should be used.
Veterinary officer available in the Zoo stated that post-
mortem is being done outside enclosure or in the field
when the cases are reported from wild. Even the post
mortem  equipment  and  essential  medicines  are  not
stored in the hospital. It is stored in the special almirah
kept in the store room for foods items. The post mortem
should be carried out in the post mortem room.

Immediately

9.Acquisition and display of animals
13. 10.9(9

)
There are 162 spotted deer and 174 sambars, which
are housed in four enclosures. Two enclosures are for
deer and two for sambar. Each of the enclosure is half
acre in extent. In other words, 162 deer are kept in one
acre area and similarly 179 sambars are also kept in
one acre.  It  is  quite  crumpled  in  all  four  enclosures.
There is a plan to release the species in wild,  but till
then  it  is  quite  crumbled.  The  over  populated
enclosures should not be maintained for a long time.
The management is planning to translocate deer and
sambhar in wild, but so far, no conditioning has been
done. It  is  suggested to do it  imperiously  so that the
animal number in the enclosure is brought down and
kept below carrying capacity.

The Zoo should 
immediately opt 
population control 
measures.  The zoo shall 
submit a plan to CZA for 
release of excessive 
population of these 
species in natural habitat 
for approval immediately. 

14. 10.9(1
0)

It is suggested to implement the disaster management
plan which is included in the master plan. Although the
area is not prone to any of the disasters like flood, fire,
cyclone etc. mock drill must be conducted.

Immediately

 
 

A compliance report to the Central Zoo Authority on implementation of the aforesaid
observation/ recommendation shall be submitted by the zoo within three months of issue of
this letter. Further, half yearly report regarding progress made in the implementation of the
aforesaid conditions should also be submitted to the Central Zoo Authority.
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The  recognition  of  Kaprikkad  Mini  Zoo  and  Rescue  Centre  (Relocation  of  the
Kodanad Mini Zoo), Ernakulum District, Kerala for the period beyond December 5th, 2023
would be considered on the basis of compliance of the conditions stated above, mid-term
evaluation and general performance of the zoo.
 

The  recognition  of  Kaprikkad  Mini  Zoo  and  Rescue  Centre  (Relocation  of  the
Kodanad Mini Zoo), Ernakulum District, Kerala shall be revoked by the Central Zoo Authority,
at any point of time, if the zoo operator is found not complying with the stipulated conditions.
 

This issues with the approval of the competent authority.
 

Yours sincerely,
 

Encl: as above
                                                                                                                            Sd/

(Akanksha Mahajan)
Dy Inspector General Of Forest

 
Copy for information and necessary action to:

1. The Assistant Conservator of Forests, Nature Study centre, Kalady & Wildlife 
Warden, Mangalavanam Bird Sanctuary, Malayattoor- 683 587, Kerala (E-mail: 
asc.nsc.for@kerala.gov.in). 

2. The DPA, O/o CZA, (E-mail: dpa-cza@nic.in) – to update database and to upload on 
official website of the CZA. 
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