
भारत सरकार
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पया�वरण, वन एवं जलवायु प�रवत�न म�ंालय 

Government of India
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change

Dated: (As per the digital sign)
कं यूटर नबंर /Computer Number : 147517

The Chief Wildlife Warden,
Department of Forest and Wildlife,
Forest Headquarter, Vazhuthacaud,
Thiruvananthapuram – 695 014, Kerala
E-mail: cww.for@kerala.gov.in

Subject:- Renewal of recognition of Malampuzha Snake Park, Palakkad,
Kerala,under Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 - regarding
 
Reference:

1. This Office letter No. 7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I) dated 25.08.2020
2. Application fee vide letter No.A1-4980/2018 dated 08.09.2021 from the DFO,

Palakkad
3. Application vide letter No.A1-4980/2018 dated 07.05.2022 from the DFO,

Palakkad
4. Letter No.G1-4980/18(A1) dated 17.08.2022 from the DFO, Palakkad
5. This office letter no. 21-1/2021-CZA dated 07.01.2024
6. This office letter no. 158516 dated 29.05.2024
7. This office letter no. 19-225/93-CZA(142)(NE) dated 03.12.2025 

Sir/Madam,
  
With reference to above, the recognition of the Malampuzha Snake Park, Palakkad,
Kerala, under Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, was valid till August
19, 2021. Application for renewal of recognition was received in this office on May 9,
2022. Dr. N Krishna Kumar, IFS (Retd.) was deputed to evaluate the zoo on December
5-6, 2025. Copy of the Evaluation Report is enclosed herewith for your perusal and
needful action.

Evaluation Report of the Malampuzha Snake Park, Palakkad, Kerala, was placed before
the Technical Committee in its 117 th Meeting held on January 16, 2026. The Technical
Committee, after detailed deliberation, made its recommendation to the Central Zoo
Authority. Subsequently, the Central Zoo Authority in its 43 rd Meeting held on February
3rd, 2026 has approved recommendation of the Technical Committee.
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As per provisions of sub-section (1), (3) and (4) of Section 38-H under the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972, the period after August 19, 2021 is regularised and renewed the
recognition of Malampuzha Snake Park, Palakkad, Kerala as a Mini Zoo for a period up
t o February 3, 2029 subject to compliance with following conditions as per the
Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009 (RZR) and mid-term evaluation of the zoo.
 

Sr.
No.

Norm
No. Particulars of conditions

Time
Period to
Comply

1. General requirements 
1. 1.3 Pathways can be highlighted with adequate signages. 6 months

2. 1.4 (a)
The boundary wall has to be painted and maintained well.
Due to rains walls look dampy with mosses as green
patches seen all over. 

6 months

3. 1.7 (a)

The snake park has to have a solid waste management
facility, a liquid waste management system, A storm water
management plan in place without delay. Separate closed
drains are to be provided in the service area. The service
areas behind some enclosures are very cramped. The DFO
Palakad informed that a lay out plan and master plan has
been submitted to CZA and works will be implemented as
per the approved plan. 

6 months

4. 1.7 (c) 

Dry leaves and debris are being collected heaped in one
corner of the premises. There are no covered drains from
animal houses. Taps are attached on the animal house walls
making the service areas water logged and dampy. 

6 months

5. 1.9 
Yet around the clock vigil needed. The entrance to the Zoo
and ticket counter is cramped. Stray animals should not get
in through such areas. 

Immediately

2. Administrative and Staffing Pattern

6. 2.2
The mini zoo and snake park has around 61 animals in a
small area. The mini zoo needs the support of a biologist
cum education officer. 

3 months

3. Development and Planning

7. 3.1 (a)
The DFO informed that Master Plan has been submitted to
CZA but date of submission and details not furnished. The
DFO may follow the proposals with CZA. 

Immediately

8. 3.4
The zoo has an snake collection plan which is seen in the
master plan submitted to CZA. The collection plan has to be
got approved by CZA. 

Immediately

9. 3.5 (c) The snake park needs to develop and establish quarantine
and Isolation areas. 1 year

4. Animal Housing, display of animals & animal enclosures  

10. 4.2

Some of the enclosures can be merged to gain larger space
and floor area for the snakes to move freely. Some old
enclosures can be dismantled and animal friendly houses
planned. The king cobra, Rat snake, vine snake, water
snake housing areas have to be increased. A single
crocodile hosed for years in an old enclosures has to be sent
to the Puthur zoo or other zoo facilities with the approval of

1 year
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competent authorities and such spaces adequately
redesigned for snakes. 

11. 4.3 (a)

The service areas are crampy for animal keepers. some
enclosures are to be redesigned for animals to express their
best behaviour. The narrow service areas for keepers have
to be enlarged. A liner water trough is designed in front of
the animal houses. This linear water trough is lined fully with
glazed tiles. The purpose of it is not known. They have to be
closed and hedges developed in these areas. The lengthy
water troughs in front of the snake houses are also glazed
and look like ditches in front of the animal houses. 

6 months

12. 4.6(a) More enrichment needed within the enclosures. Immediately

13. 4.10(a)

All signages need improvement, wayside signages, Animal
information boards are obsolete. There is good opportunity
for providing excellent information. Latest information on
each species with details have to be provided to attract the
visitors. 

6 months

5. Upkeep and Health of animals 

14. 5.1 (C)
No enclosure has food bowls. Water bowls are provided in
some enclosures. Food and water bowls should be provided
in all enclosures. 

Immediately

15. 5.1
(e) 

Perches of Pythons in the large enclosure has to be cleaned
and maintained better. Immediately

16. 5.1
(g) 

This is needed in all enclosures where poisonous snakes are
maintained and exhibited. 6 months

17. 5.1 (h) Footbath has to be provided in multiple places, on pathways
leading to service areas and visitor areas. Immediately

18. 5.2.3 There is only one refrigerator. One more fridge can be
purchased for storing food and medicines separately. Immediately

19. 5.3.3

The veterinary officers have to maintain detailed records of
snakes. The vaccination schedules, de worming schedules
have to be placed in prominent places for the Zoo staff,
keepers to see and act. 

6 months

20. 5.3.5 A biologist to be appointed immediately to record such
observations. Immediately

21. 5.3.8
An MoU can be signed with the local Veterinary University or
government hospital for better health management of
snakes. 

Immediately

6. Veterinary and Infrastructure Facilities 

22. 6.1 (a) The snake park needs a separate facility a room space to
store medicines and as animal treatment room. Immediately

23. 6.1(k) This snake park does not have a treatment room. This is
urgently needed. 3 months

9. Acquisition and breeding of animals 

24. 9.4
(b) A crocodile has been maintained for long in the snake park. Immediately

25. 9.10 A disaster management plan has to be prepared. 6 months
11. Education and outreach activities 
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26. 11.1(a)

This has good scope to impart excellent education. A
generally neat and clean snake park. Education and
outreach can be more organized. The scope is immense. A
zoo education officer and Biologist can be engaged
immediately. The educational signages  are not enough. An
Amphitheater and  education hall needs to be built to provide
continuous education to students. The snake park should tie
up with local colleges and schools for imparting education on
snakes. 

9 months

27. 11.
(b) 

Not to standards, the signages have to be fully improved to
impart good education on reptiles and Herpetofauna. The
walking path need signages. A dedicated website can be
developed along with other digital platforms. 

6 months

12. Visitor Facilities 

28. 12.1

Visitor amenities need improvement. The entrance to the
park is very cramped. There are no sitting benches within the
park. At least one more toilet is needed within the zoo. There
is only one toilet for use by staff and visitors. There should
be attractions to allow the visitors to spend more time within
the park. 

6 months

29. 12.2 One kit is available. One more can be purchased. Antivenom
should be stored separately in a refrigerator. Immediately

 
A half-yearly compliance report to the Central Zoo Authority on implementation of the
aforesaid conditions shall be submitted by the zoo.

The Malampuzha Snake Park, Palakkad, Kerala shall comply with such standards and
norms as are or may be specified or imposed, by or under the provisions of the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972 or the rules made thereunder, and the zoo operator shall comply
with the directions and guidelines issued by the Central Zoo Authority from time to time,
for the purpose of maintenance and upkeep of the zoo.

The renewal of recognition of the Malampuzha Snake Park, Palakkad, Kerala for period
beyond February 3, 2029 would be considered on the basis of compliance of the
conditions stated above and general performance of the zoo.

The recognition of the Malampuzha Snake Park, Palakkad, Kerala shall be revoked by
the Central Zoo Authority at any point of time if the Zoo Operator is found not complying
with the stipulated conditions.

This is for your information and appropriate action.

Encl: As above
Yours sincerely

 
 
 
 

 
(डॉ. वी $ेम�ट  बेन / Dr. V. Clement Ben)

सद'य स�चव / Member Secretary
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Copy for information / necessary action to:

1. The Principal Secretary to the Government of Kerala, Department of Forest and
Wildlife, Room No.403, 4th Floor, Annex – I, Secretariat, Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala, e-mail: prlsecy.forest@kerala.gov.in [Zoo Operator of the Malampuzha
Snake Park, Malampuzha, Kerala, under Rule 2(m)(III) in the Recognition of Zoo
Rules, 2009]

2. The Divisional Forest Officer, Palakkad Division, Kallekulangara P.O., Palakkad –
678009, Kerala, e- mail: dfo-plkd.for@kerala.gov.in ; dfoplkd@gmail.com

3. The DPA, O/o CZA - to update database and to upload on official website of the
CZA.
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