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BY SPEED POST I E-MAIL 

F.~~-~9-39/93-CZA(50)(AK)/l gg~ I ~It- DATE: 01.11.2017 

ORDER 

Subject: Cancellation of recognition to the Mini Zoo, Muta (Mugger Breeding Centre) 
. under Section 38H(6) of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972- regarding 

Whereas, based on the report of evaluation carried out On 24t" February, 2017 by Dr. 
Brij Kishor Gupta, Evaluation arid Monitoring Officer, CZA, the recognition granted vide letter 
F.No.19-39/93-CZA(50)(AK)/728/2017 dated 03.04.2017 to the Mini Zoo, Muta (Mugger 
Breeding Centre) under Section 38H of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 is valid up to 21st 
March, 2019 subject to compliance of the directives mentioned therein and mid-term 

evaluation of the zoo. 

Whereas, the evaluating officer has also recommended that the existing facility of the 
Mini Zoo, Mula be closed as "Zoo" and that it may function as Conservation Breeding Centre 

for Vultures. 

Whereas, on perusal of the report, the Technical Committee of the CZA, in its 82"d 
Meeting held on 22"d March. 2017, decided to obtain legal opinion from the Policy and Law 
Division of the MoEF&CC to get the matter examined legally with respect to the closing the · 
existing facility as "Zoo" and that it may run as Conservation Breeding Centre for Vultures 
since all infrastructure is ready as per financial and technical assistance provided by the 

Central Zoo Authority. 

Whereas, legal opinion was sought from the Policy and Law Division of the Ministry 
of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEF&CC). The Legal Monitoring Cell of 
MoEF&CC vide note dated 08.05.2017 informed that "keeping in view of the definition of 
"Zoo" as provided under the Section 2(39) of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, it may be 
seen that there is no mention of breeding centre under Section 2(39) of the Act and the 
breeding centre, as such does not fall under the definition of "Zoo" and inter-alia the 
provision as envisaged under Section 38(1) may not be applicable in the reference under". 
The Conservation Breeding Centre is not open to the public. Hence, it does not come under 
definition of the zoo under Section 2(39) of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 
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Whereas, the .legal opinion obtained and facts mentioned above were placed before 
the Technical Committee of the CZA in its 84th Meeting held on 19th September, 2017. 

Whereas, the Technical Committee of the CZA, after detailed deliberations 
recommended to the CZA for discontinuance of the Mugger Breeding Centre (Muta Zoo), 
Jharkhand as a 'Zoo' as per the legal position and its conversion into "Conservation 
Breeding Centre for Vultures" subject to the following: 

1. The infrastructure set up for the conservation breeding of vultures with the financial 
assistance of the CZA be put up for the proper use of breeding vultures, 

2. The State Government of Jharkhand should acquire a pair of White backed vultures 
from Vulture Conservation Breeding Centre, Pinjore to make the centre functional. 
The CZA shall issue necessary permission in this regard. 

3. The State Government of Jharkhand should sign a Memorandum of Understanding 
with Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS), Mumbai for the upkeep and 
maintenance of the Vulture Conservation Breeding Centre. 

Whereas, further, the Central Zoo Authority in its 30111 Meeting he1d on 28.09.2017 
considered the recommendation of its Technical Committee and approved to cancel 
recognition of the Mini Zoo, Muta under Section 38H(6) of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 
as the facility, legally does not come under definition of 'Zoo'. 

Now therefore, the recognition of the Mini Zoo, Muta (Mugger Breeding Centre) is 
hereby cancelled, under Section 38H(6) of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 with a 

1 
provision to file an appeal before the Central Government within 30 days of issue of this 

':.order as per provisions laid down in Section 38H(7) of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 .. 

1 Further, the captive animals housed at the Mini Zoo, Muta (Mugger Breeding Centre) 
lshall be shifted to a recognised zoo in consultation with the Chief Wildlife Warden of 
1
:Jharkhand at the cost of the zoo operator under intimation to this office. Also, the zoo 
'operator is directed to operate the facility as Conservation Breeding Centre for Vultures as 
!Jer the infrastructure created with the Central Zoo Authority's grant. 

To 
The Divisional Forest Officer, 
Ranchi Wildlife Division, 
Ranchi (Jharkhand), 
PIN: 834 001; 
E-mail: dforanchiwld@gmail.com 

(Dr. D.N. Singh) 
Member Secretary 

Continued ... 
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Copy for information and necessary action to: 

1. The Secretary (Forests), Department of Forests, Environment and Climate Change, 
Government of Jharkhand, Secretariat, Project Building, Dhurwa, Ranchi - 834 004', 
[operator of the zoo under Rule 2m(iii) of the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009] -for 

favour of information and necessary action. 

2. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (HoFF), Department of Forests, 
Environment and Climate Change, Government of Jharkhand, Van Bhawan, 
Doranda, Ranchi, Jharkhand - 834 002; E-mail: pccfjhk@jharkhandmail.gov.in - for 

information and necessary action. 

3. The Chief Wildlife Warden, Department of Forests, Environment and Climate 
Change, Government of Jharkhand, Van Bhawan, Doranda, Ranchi, Jharkhand -
834 002; E-mail: pccfwljharkhand@gmail.com - with a request to shift all the captive 
animals housed at the Mini Zoo, Muta to a recognised zoo in the State under 

intimation to this office. 

4. The Chief Conservator of Forests and Member Secretary, Jharkhand Zoo Authority, 
Premises of the Bhagwan Birsa Biological Park, Ormanjhi, Ranchi, Jharkhand, 
PIN: 835 219; E-mail: jharkhandzooauthority@gmail.com - for information and 

necessary action. 

5. DPA, CZA- to update database 

(Or. D.N. Singh) 
Member Secretary 
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