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To,
 
The Chief Wildlife Warden,
Govt. of West Bengal,
North Block-3rd Floor,
VikasBhawan, Salt Lake City,
Kolkata - 700091, West Bengal.
(Email: wbwildlife@gmail.com)
 
Subject:- Renewal of recognition of the South Khairbari Rescue Centre,
Madarihat, West Bengal under Section 38-H(1),(3)&(4) of the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972 for period beyond August 19th, 2021- regarding.
 
Reference:

1. This office letter no. 21-1/2021-CZA, Computer no. 158516, dated 
31.03.2022. 

2. E-mail dated August 6, 2021, received from DFO Jaldapara WL Division, 
Coochbehar and Ex-officio Director, South Khairbari Leopard Rescue 
Centre. 

3. This Office Memorandum File No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I), dated 
25.08.2020. 

 
Sir/Madam,

 
With reference to above, I am directed to inform that the recognition of

South  Khairbari  Rescue  Centre,  Madarihat,  West  Bengalwas  accorded  up  to
August 19th, 2021 vide reference no. 3 above. The application for the renewal of
recognition of South Khairbari Rescue Centre, Madarihat, West Bengal for the
period beyond August 19th, 2021 was received by this office vide reference no. 2
above.  

 
Sh. B. K. Singh, IFS (Retd.)  was deputed by this office to carry out the

evaluation of the South Khairbari Rescue Centre, Madarihat, West Bengal vide
CZA letter at reference no. 1 above. The Zoo was accordingly evaluated on June
5, 2022.

 
The  evaluation  report  (copy  enclosed)  as  submitted  by  the  evaluation

officer was deliberated in the 106th meeting of the Technical Committee of the
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Central Zoo Authority held on September 27th, 2022. The Technical Committee
after detailed deliberations recommended to the Central Zoo Authority for the
renewal of recognition of South Khairbari Rescue Centre, Madarihat, West Bengal
for a period of two years and to regularise the period after August 19th, 2021,
subject to compliance with observation/ recommendation in the table below and
mid-term evaluation. The members also recommended that the Zoo Operator
may  be  directed  to  submit  half-yearly  compliance  report  with  respect  to
observation/ recommendation stipulated while renewal of recognition.

 
Subsequently, the recommendation of 106th Technical Committee Meeting

was  approved  by  the  Chairperson,  Central  Zoo  Authority.  Accordingly,  the
Central Zoo Authority has regularised the period after August 19th,  2021 and
renewed  the  recognition  of  South  Khairbari  Rescue  Centre,  Madarihat,  West
Bengal for a period up to December 14, 2024 under Section 38-H(1), (3) & (4) of
the Wild Life (Protection) Act,  1972. This is subject to the ratification of this
decision in the next meeting of the Central Zoo Authority.

 
Sl.Nor

m
No.

Particulars of suggestions/ recommendation Time
Period to
Comply

1.General Requirements
1. 1

0
.
1
 
(
7
)

Water table in the area is quite high; discharge of waste
water in soak pits may pollute underground aquifer. 
Treatment  plant  or  underground  drainage  system  for
conveying sewage and waste water to municipality should
be thought off. 

Two
year
s

Other Observations
2.  There are 21 rescued leopards and one tiger each housed

separately in the shelter meant for carnivores like tiger,
fishing  cat,  jungle  cat,  sloth  bear  and  Himalayan  bear.
There is no interaction between the animals. Master layout
plan which has been approved provide for leopard safari.
It is suggested to implement it early so that the leopards
have opportunity to interact and even visitors are taken
for viewing.

Two
year
s

3.  Leopards  are  kept  in  Carnivore  enclosures  and  are
proposed to  be  shifted  to  Safari.  It  should  be  done as
quickly as possible. There is no interaction among them.
The shifting should be expedited.
Presently  the  leopards  are  in  the  enclosure  of  other
carnivore but the Master Plan proposes safari as per CZA
specifications

Two
year
s

 
 

A compliance report to the Central Zoo Authority on implementation of the
aforesaid  observation/  recommendation  shall  be  submitted  by the  zoo within
three months of issue of this letter. Further, half yearly report regarding progress
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made in the implementation of the aforesaid conditions should also be submitted
to the Central Zoo Authority.
 

The recognition of South Khairbari Rescue Centre, Madarihat, West Bengal
for the period beyond December 14, 2024 would be considered on the basis of
compliance  of  the  conditions  stated  above,  mid-term evaluation  and  general
performance of the zoo.
 

The recognition of South Khairbari Rescue Centre, Madarihat, West Bengal
shall be revoked by the Central Zoo Authority, at any point of time, if the zoo
operator is found not complying with the stipulated conditions.
 

This issues with the approval of the competent authority.
 

Yours sincerely,
 

Encl: as above
                                                                                                    Sd/

(Akanksha Mahajan)
Dy Inspector General Of Forest

 
Copy for information and necessary action to:

1. The Principal Secretary to the Government of West Bengal, Department of
Forests, Aranya Bhawan, Block LA-10A, Sector – III, Saltlake, Kolkata –
700 106, West   Bengal, (E-mail: secforest@wb.gov.in) [Zoo Operator of
the South Khairbari  Rescue Centre, Madarihat,  West Bengal under Rule
2(m)(III) of the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009]. 

2. The  Member  Secretary,  West  Bengal  Zoo  Authority,  2nd  Floor,  KB-19,
Sector-III,  Salt  Lake  City,  Kolkata  –  700  098,  West  Bengal  (E-mail:
mswbza@gmail.com, wbzooauthority@yahoo.in). 

3. Divisional Forest Officer, Jaldapara Wildlife Division, Cooch Behar & Ex-
Officio  Director South Khairabari  Rescue Centre & Kunjanagar Eco Park
Nilkuthi,  P.O.  Cooch  Behar  –  736001.  West  Bengal  (E-mail:
dfowl3wb@gmail.com, dfojwd-wb@nic.in). 

4. The DPA, O/o CZA, (E-mail: dpa-cza@nic.in) – to update database and to
upload on official website of the CZA. 
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