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Government of India

Ministry of Environment Forest & Climate Change
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

***
 
 

B-1 Wing, 6th Floor,
Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road,
New Delhi – 110 003. 

Telephone: +911124367846/51/52
cza@nic.in

Date: 12/08/2022
To,
 
The Chief Wildlife Warden,
Department of Forests,
Govt. of Uttarakhand,
5, Chandrabani, Mohabawala,
Dehradun – 248 001, Uttarakhand 
(E-mail: pccfwildlife-forest-uk@nic.in, cwlwua@yahoo.co.in)
 
Subject:  Renewal of recognition of the Almora Mini Zoo, Almora, Uttarakhand, under
Section 38-H(1),(3)&(4) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 for period beyond 19th
August, 2021- regarding.
Ref.:
1. This office letter no. 21-1/2021-CZA, Computer no. 158516, dated 05.04.2022. 
2. Application vide e-mail letter No.4800/6-38 dated 26.06.2021 from the Divisional 

Forest Officer, Civil and Soyam Forest Division, Almora. 
3. This letter no. 21-2/2019-CZA(Vol.I)(E)-Part(1), Computer no. 153933, dated 

31.03.2021. 
 
Sir/Madam,
 

With reference to above, I am directed to inform that the recognition of Almora Mini

Zoo, Almora, Uttarakhand was accorded up to August 19th, 2021 vide reference no. 3 above.
The application for the renewal of recognition of Almora Mini Zoo, Almora, Uttarakhand for

the period beyond August 19th, 2021 was received by this office vide reference no. 2 above.  

 
Shri U Prakasham, IFS(Retd.), Former PCCF(HoFF), Madhya Pradesh was deputed

by this office to carry out the evaluation of the Almora Mini Zoo, Almora, Uttarakhand vide

CZA letter at reference no. 1 above. The Zoo was accordingly evaluated on April 11th & 12th,
2022 by Shri U Prakasham, IFS (Retd.).

The evaluation  report  (copy enclosed)  as submitted by the evaluation  officer  was

deliberated in the 105th meeting of the Technical Committee of the Central Zoo Authority
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held on May 11th, 2022. The Technical Committee after detailed deliberations recommended
to the Central  Zoo Authority  for  the renewal  of  recognition  of  Almora Mini  Zoo,  Almora,

Uttarakhand for a period of one year and to regularise the period after August 19th, 2021,
subject to compliance with observation/ recommendation in the table below and mid-term
evaluation.  The members also  recommended that  the  Zoo Operator  may be directed to
submit half-yearly compliance report with respect to observation/ recommendation stipulated
while renewal of recognition.
 

Subsequently,  the  recommendation  of  105th  Technical  Committee  Meeting  was
approved by the Chairperson, Central Zoo Authority. Accordingly, the Central Zoo Authority

has regularised the period after August 19th, 2021 and renewed the recognition of Almora

Mini Zoo, Almora, Uttarakhand for a period up to August 5  th  , 2023   under Section 38-H(1), (3)
& (4) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972. This is subject to the ratification of this decision
in the next meeting of the Central Zoo Authority. 
 

Sl. Norm 
No.

Particulars of suggestions/ recommendation Time Period to
Comply

2.      Administrative & Staffing Pattern

1 10.2 (1) A whole time in charge of the zoo at the level of Range
Officer  should  be  there  without  being  burdened  with
additional  charges.  The  present  RO should  be  made
relieved  from  the  Range  charge  and  also  Kosi  River
Watershed Treatment assignments.

With immediate
effect

3.     Development and planning

2 10.3 (1) The shortcomings pointed out by the CZA in the Master
Plan  submitted  in  2016  must  be  rectified  and  obtain
approval of the CZA. Approved Master Plan must be in
place

31-10-2022

3 10.3(6) Housing rescued of animals should be avoided. Report
on already rescued and housed animals in the zoo must
be sent to the CWLW and CZA.

30-09-2022

4.     Animal Housing, display of animals and animal enclosures

4 10.3 (7) Though  the  zoo  management  stated  that  rescued
animals are released after treatment, it is seen that four
rescued leopards are kept in off-display area. This Mini
Zoo must  not  accept  the rescued animals  and strictly
comply with the directives of the CZA.

With immediate
effect

5 10.4 Enclosures renovation must  be carried out  as per  the
standards  specified  by  the  CZA.  Endangered  species

31-12-2022
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(4)(6) &
(8)

enclosure drawing should also be got approved by CZA.

6 10.4 
(10)

Limited  enclosures  &  limited  signages-  Bilingual
signages at  enclosures of  Leopards,  Himalayan Black
Bear,  White  monkey  and  herbivores  with  directions
should be rewritten and prominently displayed.

31-10-2022

5.      Upkeep and healthcare of animals

7 10.5(2)/
5(3)

Each leopard is being given daily 3 Kg of buffalo meat
for  six  days  in  a  week.  Observed  good  quantities  of
leftover meat. It’s suggested to supplement twice a week
with chicken, mutton, eggs for a change as being done
in Nainital  and Dehradun Zoos.  May reduce 0.5-1  Kg
meat during those days. 

Follow  at  the
earliest

8 10.5(3)
(4)

Written schedule of de-worming and vaccination should
be displayed at the enclosure sites for all species.

30-09-2022

9 10.5(3)
(5)

Should  maintain  detailed  records  of  observations  of
biological and social  behaviour, health status including
feed intake, medication and treatment provided.

Immediately
and continued

10 10.5(10
)

Zoo  keeper’s  diary,  Daily  Report,  Animal  Treatment
Card,  Animal  History  Cards  should  be  maintained  in
prescribed formats of CZA.

Within  three
months &

continued.

11 10.5(6)/
5(8)

Presently  need  based  services  of  Govt.  Veterinary
officer are being availed. Should arrange for regular Vet.
Officer’s visit at least once in a week.

At  the  earliest
possible and

continued.

9.      Acquisition and breeding of animals

12 10.9(1)

& (5)

66 Spotted deer and 26 Sambar deer are housed which
is  beyond  the  carrying  capacity  of  this  Mini  Zoo.  As
advised  during  earlier  evaluations,  they  must  be
shifted/released  in  wild  following  the  laid-out  protocol.
The CWLW must ensure this at the earliest possible.

At  the  earliest
possible

13 10.9(9) Meanwhile  basic  population  control  measures  like
segregating the male spotted deer & sambar deer from
their females be done.

At  the  earliest
possible

10.    Research activities
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14 10.11(1
)

A well-drawn Educational & Awareness Program should
be  in  place  and  pursued  the  same  to  spread  the
message of conservation.

30-09-2022

General Observations / Recommendations 

As already mentioned, there are only six species on display in the zoo as under:

1.  Spotted deer (66)

2.  Sambar deer (26)

3.  Female Goral (1)

4.  Five leopards (2:3)

5. 25 years old male Himalayan Black Bear (1)

6. 22 years old male white Rhesus Monkey (1).

 

In addition to the above, 4 rescued leopards (2:2) are in enclosures, off-display area.
Number of visitors is also low as the maximum number being 46,248 during 2019-20
(before Covid.19). The health status of spotted deer and Sambar deer is not sound.
Their  continued   presence   in  the  zoo  is  unfortunate  despite  of  repeated
recommendations in previous evaluations to  shift/  release them somewhere else.
With limited species on display and very few footfalls, if this has to continue as Mini
Zoo, it should be revamped with suitable infrastructure and display of more species
of birds and mammals with the prior approval of CZA, so that the objectives of zoo
can be achieved. 

 

 
A compliance report to the Central Zoo Authority on implementation of the aforesaid

observation/ recommendation shall be submitted by the zoo within three months of issue of
this letter. Further, half yearly report regarding progress made in the implementation of the
aforesaid conditions should also be submitted to the Central Zoo Authority.
 

The recognition  of  Almora Mini  Zoo,  Almora,  Uttarakhand for  the  period beyond

August 5  th  , 2023   would be considered on the basis of compliance of the conditions stated
above, mid-term evaluation and general performance of the zoo.
 

The recognition of Almora Mini Zoo, Almora, Uttarakhand shall be revoked by the
Central Zoo Authority, at any point of time, if the zoo operator is found not complying with
the stipulated conditions.
 

This issues with the approval of the competent authority.
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Yours sincerely,
 

Encl: as above
                                                                                                                                Sd/

(Akanksha Mahajan)
Dy Inspector General Of Forest

Copy for information and necessary action to:

1. The  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Uttarakhand,  Department  of  Forests,
Secretariat,  Subhash  Road,  Dehradun  –  248  006,  Uttarakhand  (E-mail:  cs-
uttaranchal@nic.in) [Zoo Operator of the Almora Mini Zoo, Almora, under Rule 2(m)
(III) of the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009] . 

2. The Divisional Forest Officer, Civil & Soyam Forest Division, Almora and Officer in-
charge,  Almora  Mini  Zoo,  Narayan  Tewadi  Dewal,  Almora,  Uttarakhand  (E-mail:
csalmdfo@rediffmail.com). 

3. The DPA, O/o CZA – to update database and to upload on official website of the CZA
(E-mail: dpa-cza@nic.in). 
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Computer No. 153933

 
Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

B-1 Wing, 6th Floor,
Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi – 110 003,
Telephone: +91-11-24367846/51/52, E-mail: cza@nic.in

         Dated March 31, 2021
To
The Chief Wildlife Warden,

Department of Forests,
Chandrabani, Dehradun -248 001, Uttarakhand,
E-mail: pccfwildlife-forest-uk@nic.in

 
Subject: Renewal of recognition of the Almora Mini Zoo, Almora, Uttarakhand, under Section
38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 – regarding

 
Reference:

1. This Office Memorandum F.No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I) dated August 25, 2020

2. This Office letter F.No.21-2/2019-CZA(AK)/2074/2020 dated January 10, 2020

3. This Office letter F.No.19-70/92-CZA(266)(Vol-I)(AK)/627/2017 dated March 17, 2017 

4. Application vide letter No.2776/6-38 dated February 5, 2020 from the DFO, Civil & Soyam Forest 
Division, Almora

 
Sir,

With reference to above, the undersigned is directed to inform that recognition of the Almora
Mini Zoo, Almora, Uttarakhand under Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, was valid
till January 23, 2019. Application dated February 5, 2020 received in this office from the Divisional
Forest Officer, Civil & Soyam Forest Division, Almora, for renewal of recognition. Shri A.K. Mishra,
IFS (Retired), evaluating officer/s deputed by this office has evaluated the zoo on February 19 to 21,
2020. Copy of the Evaluation Report is enclosed herewith for your perusal and needful action.

 
2.         Evaluation  Report  of  the  Almora  Mini  Zoo,  Almora,  was  placed  before  the  Technical

Committee  in  its  96th Meeting  held  on  July  30,  2020.  The  Technical  Committee,  after  detailed
deliberation, made its recommendation to the Central Zoo Authority. 

 
3.         This office issued Office Memorandum F.No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I) dated August 25, 2020

regarding renewal  of  recognition of the zoo.  Subsequently,  the  Central  Zoo Authority,  in  its  37 th

Meeting held on December 7, 2020, in exercise of powers conferred under sub-section (1), (3) and (4)
of  Section  38-H  under  the  Wild  Life  (Protection)  Act,  1972,  approved  recommendation  of  the
Technical Committee.
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4.         The Central Zoo Authority has regularised the period after January 23, 2019 and renewed
recognition of the Almora Mini Zoo, Almora, as a Mini Zoo for a period up to  August 19, 2021
subject to compliance with following conditions as per the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009 (RZR) and
mid-term evaluation of the zoo. 
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5.         A  compliance  report  to  the  Central  Zoo  Authority  on  implementation  of  the  aforesaid
conditions shall be submitted by the zoo within three months of issue of this letter followed by half-
yearly report.

 
6.         The renewal of recognition of the Almora Mini Zoo, Almora, for period beyond August 19,
2021 as a Mini Zoo would be considered based on compliance of the conditions stated above and
general performance of the zoo. 

 
7.         The  recognition  of  the  Almora  Mini  Zoo,  Almora,  shall  be  revoked  by  the  Central  Zoo
Authority  at  any  point  of  time  if  the  Zoo  Operator  is  found  not  complying  with  the  stipulated
conditions.

 
This issues with approval of the competent authority.

 
Encls. As above

Yours sincerely

 
(Dr. Sonali Ghosh)

Deputy Inspector General of Forests
 

Copy for information / necessary action to:

 
1. The Chief Secretary to the Government of Uttarakhand, Department of Forests, Secretariat, Subhash
Road, Dehradun – 248 006, Uttarakhand, E-mail: cs-uttaranchal@nic.in [Zoo Operator of the Almora
Mini Zoo, Almora, under Rule 2(m)(III) of the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009]
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2.  The Divisional  Forest  Officer,  Civil  & Soyam Forest  Division,  Almora and Officer  in-charge,
Almora Mini Zoo, Narayan Tewadi Dewal, Almora, Uttarakhand, E-mail: csalmdfo@rediffmail.com 

 
3. The DPA, O/o CZA – to update database and to upload on official website of the CZA.

 
4. File No.19-70/92-CZA(266) – for record                                                                       

                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                      
                                                                                   sd/-

(Dr. Sonali Ghosh)
Deputy Inspector General of Forests
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