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Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

B-1 Wing, 6th Floor,
Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi – 110 003,
Telephone: +91-11-24367846/51/52, E-mail: cza@nic.in

           Dated 28/12/2020
To
The Chief Wildlife Warden,
Department of Environment, Forest, Science and Technology, 
Aranya Bhawan, K.M. Munshi Road, 
Nagarampalem, Guntur – 522 004, Andhra Pradesh, 
E-mail: prlccf_hf_apfd@ap.gov.in , wildlifeap@gmail.com

 
Subject: Renewal of recognition of the Indira Gandhi Zoological Park, Visakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh, under Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 – regarding

 
Reference:

1. This Office Memorandum F.No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I) dated 25th August, 2020

2. This Office letter F.No.21-2/2019-CZA(AK)/2035/2020 dated 3rd January, 2020

3. This Office letter F.No.19-52/92-CZA(1)(Vol-VI)(PKR)/2905/2018 dated 13th April, 2018
4. Application vide letter No.1529/94/D dated 7.01.2020 from the Curator, Indira Gandhi Zoological
Park, Visakhapatnam

 
Sir,

With reference to above, the undersigned is directed to inform that recognition of the Indira
Gandhi Zoological Park, Visakhapatnam under Section 38-H of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972,

was valid till 22nd March, 2020. Application for renewal of recognition was received in this office
vide  letter  No.1529/94/D  dated  7.01.2020  from  the  Curator,  Indira  Gandhi  Zoological  Park,
Visakhapatnam. Shri Sanjay P. Thakre, IFS (Retired), evaluating officer deputed by this office has

evaluated the zoo from 28th to 30th January, 2020. Copy of the Evaluation Report is enclosed herewith
for your perusal and needful action.

 
2.         Evaluation Report of the Indira Gandhi Zoological Park, Visakhapatnam was placed before the

Technical Committee in its 96th Meeting held on 30th July, 2020. The Technical Committee, after
detailed deliberation, made its recommendation to the Central Zoo Authority. 

3.         This  office  issued Office  Memorandum F.No.7-10/2020-CZA(PART-I)  dated 25 th August,

2020 regarding renewal of recognition of the zoo. Subsequently, the Central Zoo Authority, in its 37 th

Meeting held on 7th December, 2020, in exercise of powers conferred under sub-section (1), (3) and
(4) of Section 38-H under the Wild Life (Protection) Act,  1972, approved recommendation of the
Technical Committee.
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4.         The Central Zoo Authority has regularised the period after 22nd March, 2020 and renewed
recognition of the Indira Gandhi Zoological Park, Visakhapatnam as a Large Zoo for a period up to

19th August, 2023 subject to compliance with following conditions as per the Recognition of Zoo
Rules, 2009 (RZR) and mid-term evaluation of the zoo.

 
Sl. Norm

No.
under
RZR

Condition Time period to
comply

  1. General requirements:  
1 10.1(2) Presently the Zoo is covered with lot of vegetation. But it is suggested

that  the  exotic  species  like  Cassia  siamea,  Glyricidia  sepium,
Pongamea pinnata to  be replaced by native fruit  trees  like  Mango,
Zizyphus, Emblica, Tamarind, Carissa spp gradually.

One Year

  2. Administrative and staffing pattern:  
2 10.2(2) There is immediate need to augment the supporting staff including one

ACF, two Range Officers and Office staff for effective management of
the Zoological Park.

One Year

3 10.2(2) The Zoo is  in serious need of veterinarians.  Looking at  the present
problems in getting sanctions  for  the  posts,  it  is  suggested that  the
authority may explore the possibility of getting the staff through CSR
or some NGO working in this field.

One Year

4 10.2(3) In  cases  the  scientific  and  technical  posts  are  filled  by  direct
recruitment, the recruitment rule for such posts shall provide for their
carrier  progression  including  the  benefit  of  flexible  complementing
scheme for their promotions

One Year

  3. Development and Planning:  
5 10.3(1) The zoo should prepare and get the Master Plan approved by the CZA. Immediately
6 10.3(3) The  pucca building in the zoo, including animal houses, needs to be

properly camouflaged by planting appropriate green vegetation.
One Year

  4. Animal housing, display of animals and animal enclosures:  
7 10.4(2) The  animal  housed  in  nocturnal  house  should  be  provided  with

attached paddock for these animals for their use during night hours.
One year

8 10.4(2) The enclosure housing Giant Squirrel should be modified. One year
9 10.4(4) The enclosures housing white bellied sea eagle should be shifted to a

suitable location
One year

10 10.4(6) At  present  the  animal  enclosures  are  being  provided  with  various
enrichments in accordance with the standards specified by the CZA,
New Delhi. Some of the latest procured animals are yet to be provided
with enrichment, but it is being planned as in the case of Wolf and
Zebra.

Six months

11 10.4(10) The  Zoo  should  provide  interactive  interpretation  facilities  for  the
purpose of explaining behaviour and Biology of the species displayed
in the enclosure.

One year

  5. Upkeep and healthcare of animals:  
12 10.5(4) Feeding cells for Tigers, Lions, Panthers, Jaguar and Primates need to

be renovated/improved/ constructed afresh.
One year

13 10.5(5) Appropriately  designed  sewerage  system  should  be  provided  for
disposal of the washing of the animal houses/feeding cubicles.

Immediately
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Sl. Norm No.
under
RZR

Condition Time
period  to
comply

  6. Veterinary and infrastructure facilities:  
14 10.6(1) The zoo should have following basic hospital and monitoring equipment:

Ø Ultra-low freezer (-70OC) for serum banking and diagnostic samples
One year

15 10.6(5) The posts of one Lab Assistant and one Stockman should be created and
filled up.

One year

16 10.6(6) The Zoo should have formal linkages through a MoU with the nearest
Veterinary  College/  University/  Institution  on  healthcare,  preventive,
health management, surgical interventions, clinical tests, disease diagnosis
and  consultation  in  treatment  and  management  during  the  period  of
convalescence.

One year

  10. Research activities:  
17 10.10 The Zoo should implement a Research Plan to conduct research on the

prioritized species and specific areas of concern
One year

18 10.10 The zoo should conduct  research works on different  aspects of  captive
wild animals for effective management

One year

  12. Visitors’ facilities:  
19 10.12(1) Although  the  Zoo  is  having  very  good  visitors’  facilities  it  is  highly

recommended that  the  authority  should go for  more solar  power  based
illumination in the premises as well as toilet facilities with the help of CSR
funding or funds from local authorities.

 

20 10.12(3) Ramp should be constructed by exploring the possibility of CSR funding. Six months

 
5.         A  compliance  report  to  the  Central  Zoo  Authority  on  implementation  of  the  aforesaid
conditions shall be submitted by the zoo within three months of issue of this letter followed by half-
yearly report.

 
6.         The renewal of recognition of the Indira Gandhi Zoological Park, Visakhapatnam for period

beyond 19th August, 2023 as a Large Zoo would be considered on the basis of compliance of the
conditions stated above and general performance of the zoo. 

7.         The recognition of the Indira Gandhi Zoological Park, Visakhapatnam shall be revoked by the
Central  Zoo Authority at  any point  of  time if  the Zoo Operator is  found not  complying with the
stipulated conditions.

This issues with approval of the competent authority.

 
Yours sincerely

Encls. As above                                                                                                                        

 
 

(Sonali Ghosh)
Dy Inspector General Of Forest
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Copy for information / necessary action to:

 
1. The Special Chief Secretary to the Government of Andhra Pradesh, Department of Environment,

Forest, Science & Technology, 4th Block, 1st Floor, Room No. 268, A.P. Secretariat, Velagapudi – 522
237,  Guntur  District,  Andhra  Pradesh,  E-mail:  splcs_efst@ap.gov.in  [Zoo  Operator  of  the  Indira
Gandhi Zoological Park, Visakhapatnam under Rule 2(m)(III) of the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009]

 
2. The Member Secretary, Zoo Authority of Andhra Pradesh, Aranya Bhawan, K.M. Munshi Road,
Nagarampalem, Guntur – 522 004, Andhra Pradesh

 
3. The Curator, Indira Gandhi Zoological Park, Visakhapatnam – 530 040, Andhra Pradesh, E-mail:
igzpvizag@gmail.com 

4. The DPA, CZA – to update database and to upload on website.

                                                                                                                      
                  
                                                                                                                      

                 sd/- 
(Sonali Ghosh)

Dy Inspector General Of Forest
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