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From the Desk of Member Secretary

The Central Zoo Authority was established by the Government of India in February, 1992
under the provisions of Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. The primary objective of CZA has
been to oversee the management of zoos in the country and provide them necessary
technical and other inputs to enable them to reach the prescribed standards.

Within the existing provisions under the Act and the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009
(amended in 2013), CZA performs the statutory functions like specifying standards and
norms of animal housing, upkeep and health care, financial and technical assistance for
developmental works and conservation breeding, animal exchange, capacity building of
zoo personnel, research and monitoring, periodic evaluation and granting recognition to
the zoos.

The Authority consists a chairperson, ten members and a Member Secretary. The CZA has
constituted different committees for its assistance in the ‘Performance of functions
assigned to it under the Section 38C of the Wildlife (Protection), Act, 1972’. The
Administrative Committee, the Technical Committee and the Expert Group on Zoo
Designing are regular constituents of the CZA. The functions of these committees are
regulated by the Governing Body i.e. Central Zoo Authority, which is chaired by the Hon'ble
Minister of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Government of India and assisted by
the Member Secretary as Chief Executive Officer (CEQ).

The publication of Annual Report is a mandatory requirement and a formal practice of the
CZA. The annual report provides a glimpse of the activities carried out by the authority
during the financial year.

It is now with a sense of satisfaction and achievement that the Annual Report and the
Annual Audited Account for the financial year 2024-25 as already recommended by the
Technical Committee and the Administrative Committee and was placed before the CZA,
is tabled before the Hon'ble Members of Parliament for perusal and providing their
guidance to CZA. It is also circulated to the zoos and placed in the public domain for the
benefit of the general public.

I gratefully acknowledge the guidance of the Governing Body of the CZA and expert
members of the various committees of the CZA. I also acknowledge the commitment and
contribution and help from the each and every personnel working in the CZA in the
preparation of the Annual Report.

Dr. V. Clement Ben
Member Secretary
Central Zoo Authority
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(KIRTI VARDHAN SINGH)
Minister of Slate
1. Introduction Environment,Forest and Clrate Cnan
G.ofléa
The Indian Board for Wild Lifé kg2eaHEEitlted its Zoo Wing as 'the Expert Group on
Zoos' at its 9% session held on 18" November 1972 at New Delhi to make detailed study
for setting up and maintenance of zoos in the country. The Expert Group on Zoos
submitted its report in June 1973 which was accepted by the Board in its meeting in
November 1973. The report recommended the setting up of a central agency (Zoo Grants
Commission), and to give effect to this recommendation, the Wild Life (Protection) Act,
1972 was amended through an amendment Act in the year 1991. A separate chapter,
Chapter IVA containing Section 38A to 38] was added to the Wild Life (Protection) Act,
1972 for the establishment of Central Zoo Authority in India. Accordingly, the Central Zoo
Authority was constituted as a statutory body of the Ministry of Environment & Forests by
the Government of India in the year 1992 to oversee the functioning of zoos in India and
provide them technical assistance besides raising existing standards of animal upkeep and
veterinary care in zoos.

jH=

1.1 Vision
The zoo will have healthy animals in an ecosystem-based naturalistic enclosure, be

supportive to /n-situ and ex-situ conservation with competent and content staff, good
educational and interpretive facilities, have the support of people and be self-sufficient.

1.2 Mission
The Central Zoo Authority’s mission is to provide better upkeep and veterinary care

to the wild animals housed in zoos in India and to ensure their conservation through best
practices of management, education & creating awareness among the people.

1.3 Objective

The main objective is to-

a. Enforce minimum standards and norms for upkeep and healthcare
of animals in Indian zoos and
b. Control mushrooming of unplanned and ill-conceived zoos.

1.4 Functions

Zoos in India are regulated under the provisions of the Wild Life (Protection) Act,
1972 and are guided by the National Zoo Policy, 1998. The Government of India
formulated Recognition of Zoo Rules, 1992, It was revised as Recognition of Zoo Rules,
2009 on the recommendation of the Central Zoo Authority. These rules lay down standards
and norms for management of zoos in the country. The Central Zoo Authority oversees
the functioning of zoos in the country and provides them with technical and other
assistance for their improvement.

The Authority has been assigned following functions under Section 38 (C) of the
Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972-

a. To specify the minimum standards for housing, upkeep and veterinary care of the
animals kept in zoos;

b. To evaluate and assess the functioning of the zoos with respect to the prescribed
standards or norms;

c. To recognize or derecognize zoos;

d. To identify endangered species of wild animals for purposes of captive breeding
and assigning responsibility in this regard to a zoo.

e. To coordinate the acquisition, exchange, and loaning of animals for breeding
purpose.



f. To ensure maintenance of studbooks of endangered species of wild animals bred
in captivity.

g. To identify priorities and themes with regard to display of captive animals in
Z00Ss.

h. To coordinate training of zoo personnel in India and outside India.

i. To coordinate research in captive breeding and educational programmes for the
purposes of zoos.

j. To provide technical and other assistance to zoos for their proper management
and development on scientific lines.

k. To perform such other functions as may be necessary to carry out the purposes
of this Act with regard to zoos.

2. Governance

The CZA establishment comprises scientific and administrative personnel to assist
the Member Secretary in discharge of his duties. They have been appointed/ engaged on
a regular/ contractual basis.

The following officers and staff are engaged on permanent basis in the CZA-

Sl. Name of the Post Name of the incumbent Pay-Band/SaIary
(Amount in Rs.)
1.| Member Secretary Dr. Sanjay Kumar Shukla 1,82,200-2,24,100
(Till 31-01-2025) (Pay level - 15)
Sh. Raghu Prasad
(01-02-2025 onwards)
2, Deputy Inspector Ms. Akanksha Mahajan 1,44,200-2,18,800
General (Pay level - 14)
3 Finance Officer Sh. R.S. Rawat (Retired on 56,100-1,67,800
31-12-2024) (Pay level - 10)
4 Private Secretary On deputation (from 47,600-1,51,100
01.4.2019) (Pay level - 8)
5 Data Processing Sh. Vivek Goel 44,900-1,42,900
Assistant (Pay level - 8)
6 Personal Assistant Smt. Neeti Gulati 44,900-1,42,900
(Pay level - 8)
7 Accountant Sh. Suresh Sharma 35,400 - 1,12,400
(Pay level - 6)
8 Evaluation & Monitoring | Sh. T. Ajay Kumar 44 ,900-1,42,400 (Pay
Assistant level - 7)
9 Technical Assistant Smt. Natasha S Vashisth Rs.35,400-1,12,400
(Pay level - 6)
10 Staff Car Driver Sh. Hari Singh Bhandari 29,200 - 92,300
(Pay level - 5)
11 Upper Division Clerk Sh. Thakur Dass 25,500-81,100
(Pay level - 4)
12 Lower Division Clerk Vacant 21,700 - 69,100
(Pay level - 3)
13 Multi Task Staff Sh. P. K. Jha 21,700 - 69,100
(Pay level - 3)
14 Multi Task Staff Sh. Gopal Swami Pay level 3
(Rs.21,700-69,100)




The following posts have been filled up on outsourced basis-

Sl. Name of the Post Number of personnel
1. Evaluation & Monitoring Officer Vacant w.e.f 08-01-2025
2 Scientific Officer Vacant w.e.f 01-09-2024
3. Law officer One

4. Veterinary Consultant Vacant w.e.f 11-09-2024
5. Policy Assistant Vacant w.e.f 08-01-2025
6. Office Assistant Two

7. IT Assistant One

8. Senior Research Fellow One

9. Multi Task Staff Two

10. Private Secretary to DIG One

1:: Conservation Design Intern Vacant

12. Sweeper One

2.1 Governing Body

Under Section 38-A of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 the Central Zoo Authority
shall consist of a chairperson, such number of members not exceeding ten and Member-
Secretary to be appointed by the Central Government. As per the Section 38-B of the Wild
Life (Protection) Act, 1972 the chairperson and every member [other than the member-
secretary] shall hold office for such period, not exceeding three years, as may be specified
by the Central Government on this behalf.

As per the provision of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 under Section 38-A, the
Authority was reconstituted in September 2023 for a period of three years vide Gazette
Notification No. 3895 dated 13" September 2023 [notification S.0. 4057(E), dated 13t
June 2023]. The Governing Body of the Central Zoo Authority comprises of the following
twelve members with the Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change,
Government of India as its ex-officio Chairperson:

Minister
1. |Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Chairperson
Government of India, New Delhi

Secretary to the Government of India,

2. |Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Member
Government of India, New Delhi
Director General of Forests & Special Secretary, MBS

3. |Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change,
Government of India, New Delhi

Additional Director General of Forests (Wildlife) &
Director, Wildlife Preservation, Member
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change,
Government of India, New Delhi

Additional Secretary and Financial Advisor,

5. |Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Member
Government of India, New Delhi
6 Director, Member
" | Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, Uttarakhand
7 Director, Member

Zoological Survey of India, Kolkata, West Bengal




Vice President,

Confederation of Indian Industry, New Delhi Member

Dr. Subeer S. Majumdar,

Director General, Gujarat Biotechnology
University,

Gandhinagar, Gujarat

Sh. Amitabh Agnihotri,

Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and

10. | Director (Retd.), State Forest Research Institute,
Jabalpur,

Madhya Pradesh

Dr. Ranjana Gupta,

11 |Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and

Chief Wildlife Warden (Retd.), Guwahati, Assam

Member Secretary
Central Zoo Authority, New Delhi

Member

Member

Member

12 Member Secretary

The Member Secretary, CZA is the Chief Executive Officer of the Authority.

During the reporting period, the 415t meeting of the Central Zoo Authority was held on
08.08.2024

2.2 Administrative Committee

In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 38-D(2) of the Wild Life (Protection)
Act, 1972 (53 of 1972), and in supersession of the Order F. No. 7-2/2020-
CZA(D)/2514/2020 dated 15.07.2020, except in respect of things done or committed to
be done before such supersession, with the approval of the Chairperson, Central Zoo
Authority and Minister for Environment, Forests and Climate Change, Government of
India, a Sub-group, namely, Administrative Committee of the Central Zoo Authority was
reconstituted vide order No. 7-14/2023-CZA-Part(1) dated 15.09.2023 to deal with the
administrative and budgetary issues with the following composition-

1.|Director General of Forests & Special Secretary, Chairperson
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, (ex-officio)
Government of India, New Delhi

2.|Additional Director General of Forests (Wildlife), Member
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, (ex-officio)
Government of India, New Delhi

3.|Additional Secretary and Financial Advisor, Member
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, (ex-officio)
Government of India, New Delhi

4. | Joint Secretary (Administration), Member
(In-Charge, General Administration) (ex-officio)
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change,
Government of India, New Delhi

5.|Member Secretary, Member Convener
Central Zoo Authority, New Delhi

The main functions of the Administrative Committee are-

Annual Budget of the Central Zoo Authority.

Appropriation / re-appropriation of Funds.

Proposals regarding creation of new posts & upgradation of existing posts.
Proposals for contract appoints on group A posts.
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e. Proposals for incurring expenditure on purchase of equipment etc. beyond the
powers of the Member Secretary, Central Zoo Authority.

The term of the office of the Chairperson and members of the Administrative
Committee will be coterminous with the Central Zoo Authority constituted for a period of
three years vide notification S.0. 4057(E), dated the 13t September 2023.

During the reporting period, the 28" Meeting of the Administrative Committee,
CZA was convened on 30.06.2024.

2.3 Technical Committee

In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 38-D(2) of the Wild Life (Protection)
Act, 1972 (53 of 1972), and in supersession of the Order F. No. 7-2/2020-
CZA(D)/2516/2020 dated 15.07.2020, except in respect of things done or committed to
be done before such supersession, with the approval of the Chairperson, Central Zoo
Authority and Minister for Environment, Forests and Climate Change, Government of
India, the Technical Committee of the Central Zoo Authority was reconstituted vide order
No. 7-14/2023-CZA-Part(1) dated 15.09.2023 to deal with the technical matters with
following composition-

1. |Additional Director General of Forests (Wildlife), Chairperson
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, (ex-officio)
Government of India, New Delhi

2. |Additional Secretary and Financial Advisor, Member
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, (ex-officio)
Government of India, New Delhi

3. |Director, Member
Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, Uttarakhand (ex-officio)

4. |Director, Member
Zoological Survey of India, Kolkata, West Bengal (ex-officio)

5. |Vice President, Member
Confederation of Indian Industry, New Delhi.

6. |Amitabh Agnihotri, IFS [Retired] Member
Former Pr. Chief Conservator of Forests,

Department of Forest, Madhya Pradesh

7. |Subeer S. Majumdar, Member
Director General,

Gujarat Biotechnology University, Gujarat, India

8. |Member Secretary, Member Convener
Central Zoo Authority, New Delhi

The main functions of the Technical Committee are-

a. To make recommendation to the Authority on specification of the minimum
standards for housing, upkeep and veterinary care of the animals kept in a Zoo;

b. To make recommendation to the Authority on the grant of recognition or de-
recognition to the Zoos and to make recommendations for the applications received
for the creation of new Zoos;

c. To make recommendation to the Authority in identification of endangered species
of wild animals for purpose of captive breeding and assigning responsibility in this
regard to a Zoo;

d. To make recommendation to the authority on exchange of animals with, accepting
gift of animals from foreign Zoos and to gift animals to foreign Zoos;

e. To make recommendation to the Authority on acquisition or transfer of wild animal
specified in Schedule I and Schedule II of the Wild Life (protection) Act, 1972 and
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exchange of animals which are part of coordinated conservation breeding
programme between Indian Zoos;

f. To make recommendation to the Authority in identification of priorities, themes
regarding display of captive animals in a zoo besides approval of the Master Plan
and Master (Layout) Plan of the Zoo;

g. To make recommendation to the Authority in coordination of training of zoo
personnel in India and outside India besides recommendation to the Authority in
deciding proposals for organizing training programmes, workshops and meeting in
India on various aspects of Zoo management;

h. To make recommendation to the Authority on approval of research projects on
issues related with the Zoos for funding by the Authority;

i. To make recommendation to the Authority to provide technical assistance to Zoos
for their proper management and development on scientific lines;

j. To make recommendation to the Authority to approve proposals for release of
financial assistance to various Zoos and other organizations; and

k. Any other function that may be assigned to it by the Central Zoo Authority.

The term of the office of the Chairperson and members of the Technical Committee
will be coterminous with the Central Zoo Authority constituted for a period of three years
vide notification S.0. 4057(E), dated the 13% September 2023.

During the financial year 2024-25 the following Technical Committee meetings of
the Central Zoo Authority took place-

s 110™ meeting of the Technical Committee held on 14.05.2024.
e 111'% meeting of the Technical Committee held on 05.08.2024.
e 112t meeting of the Technical Committee held on 19.12.2024.

Where the proposals on Improvement in zoos, Conservation Breeding Programme,
Research and Training and approval of Master Plan apart from the other policy level issues
were deliberated.

2.4 Expert Group on Zoo Designing

The Expert Group on Zoo Designing of the Central Zoo Authority was reconstituted
with the approval of the Hon'ble Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change,
Government of India and Chairperson, CZA vide office order File No. 7-14/2023-CZA-
Part(1) dated 15.09.2023 with following composition and terms of reference-

1 Head of the Department, Member (ex-officio)
Department of Landscape Architecture,
School of Planning and Architecture, New Delhi

2 Representative, Member (ex-officio)
Civil Construction Unit, Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change,
Room No. 728, 7% Floor, Pandit Deendayal
Antyodaya Bhawan, CGO Complex, Lodhi Road,
New Delhi

3 Shri P.C. Tyagi, Member
Former PCCF and CWLW (HoFF),
Tamil Nadu

4 Dr Ranjana Gupta, IFS [Retired] Member
Former PCCF & Chief Wildlife Warden,
Assam































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































