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CIRCULAR
 
Subject: Advisory on Prevention of Trypanosomiasis and Ehrlichiosis in Zoos and During
Animal Exchange Programmes– regarding.
 

                
 Madam/ Sir,
 

It has been brought to the notice of the Central Zoo Authority (CZA) regarding
the incidence of Trypanosomiasis and Ehrlichiosis in a captive Asiatic Lion at Indira
Gandhi Zoological Park (IGZP), Visakhapatnam, which resulted in the death of the
animal during the quarantine period. The animal was brought under the animal
exchange program from Assam State Zoo cum Botanical Garden, Assam.

 
2.         Trypanosomiasis is a haemoprotozoan parasitic disease caused by
Trypanosoma spp., transmitted primarily through biting flies, leading to anaemia,
weakness and, in severe cases, death. Ehrlichiosis is a tick-borne bacterial disease
caused by Ehrlichia spp., affecting white blood cells and resulting in fever, lethargy,
bleeding disorders and immunosuppression.

 
3.         In view of the above, all Chief Wildlife Wardens and Directors/Curators of
recognized zoos are advised to take the following precautionary measures, especially
in the context of animal exchange programmes:
 

a. Strict Quarantine Protocols: Ensure mandatory quarantine of all incoming animals
with thorough clinical examination and diagnostic screening for haemoprotozoan and
tick-borne diseases.

b. Disease Screening: Conduct RT-PCR/serological tests for Trypanosomiasis,
Ehrlichiosis and other relevant diseases prior to and after translocation of animals.

c. Vector Control Measures: Implement effective control measures against biting flies and
ticks within zoo premises, including regular spraying, habitat management and
sanitation.

d. Health Monitoring: Undertake continuous health monitoring of animals during
quarantine and post-release into enclosures.
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e. Veterinary Preparedness: Ensure availability of necessary diagnostic facilities and
veterinary expertise for early detection and prompt treatment.

f. Record Maintenance: Maintain detailed health records of animals involved in exchange
programmes.

g. Coordination with Institutes: Seek technical guidance and assistance, if required, from
ICAR–Indian Veterinary Research Institute (IVRI), Bareilly, Uttar Pradesh and other
reputed veterinary institutions.

 
4 .         The earlier circulars issued by this office in this regard are also enclosed with
this circular for ready reference.
 
5.         All concerned are requested to strictly adhere to the above measures to
prevent such incidences and ensure the health and safety of captive wild animals.
 
            This for your information and necessary action.

 
 

Yours sincerely
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Dr. V. Clement Ben/ डॉ. वी. �ेम�ट बेन )
Member Secretary/ सद�य स�चव

 Distribution:
 

1. The Chief Wildlife Warden of all States / UT’s.
2. The Director/Officer-in-Charge/Curator, (All the recognized zoos of the country)
3. The Director, ICAR-Indian Veterinary Research Institute, Izatnagar – 243122, Bareilly,

Uttar Pradesh, E-mail: directorivri@gmail.com
4. The Principal Scientist and in-charge, Centre for Wildlife, ICAR-Indian Veterinary

Research Institute, Izatnagar – 243122, Bareilly, Uttar Pradesh, E-mail:
cwlincharge@gmail.com

5. The DPA, O/o CZA – to upload on official website of the CZA.
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