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From the Desk of Officer-in-Charge: 

Kurumbapatti Zoological Park is one of the Small Category zoos in Tamil Nadu involved in conservation and 

nature awareness for native fauna under the aegis of Zoo Authority of Tami Nadu (ZAT). The Zoo is also home 

to the abandoned and rescued animals under Salem Forest Division and acts as a special elephant rescue centre 

for a rehabilitated temple elephant by virtue of a court directive. 

The Zoo has over 200 animals and birds in its collection representing about 30 varieties. Many native and 

exotic species have successfully bred indicating successful zoo keeping. The Zoo has also achieved self-

sufficiency in meeting its fodder demand. The Zoo has been making progress in fulfilling requirements of 

animal housing, feed and healthcare needs for its inmates. The Zoo management strives to comply with rules, 

regulations and guidelines issued time to time by Central Zoo Authority, New Delhi.  

In spite of its decadal existence, the zoo remained under developed for long as it faced many constraints and 

was in a state of neglect. Only in the recent past, many basic infrastructures like zoo office, concrete pavement, 

outer fencing, water pump house and water embankments were created. Successively, the zoo had improved 

the care given to the animals by renovating many cramped animal holdings. Fodder bank was made for zoo 

ungulates. R.O water treatment plant was setup at the Zoo to provide clean drinking water for zoo visitors free 

of cost. These sparkling changes in development had generated goodwill in the public and Business houses to 

get involved in corporate sponsorship programme for the Zoo. Iconic animal monument & animal feed 

sponsorship bear testimony to that. 

The period 2017-18 witnessed another wave of infrastructural developments and improvements with addition 

of three more animal housings, stand-off barriers for all exhibits, secured vehicle parking lot, face-lift for zoo 

entrance, access stairway to children park, two quarantine wards of veterinary unit, power line for motor pump, 

extension of concrete pavement & visitorôs circulation path, battery operated vehicle for zoo visitors. Master 

Layout Plan and Master Plan for the Zoo was also revised and has been submitted for AAZP Vandalur Zoo 

Directorôs approval. 

The Zoo is frequented by many schools and higher academic institutions from near and far, throughout the year 

as part of their curriculum. This provides an excellent opportunity for creating a Zoo Interpretation Centre and 

planning Zoo School programmes. The Zoo will make strides to bring wholesome developments in all frontiers 

of zoo management. The vast area of the Zoo is managed with a meager staff strength of 13 full -time staffs. 

Despite, constraints faced by the zoo management like inadequate resources, the zoo staffs stand motivated in 

achieving better results for the Zoo.  

Officer-in-Charge 

Kurumbapatti Zoological Park.  
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HISTORY OF THE ZOO : 

Kurumbapatti Zoological Park, Salem is a ñSmall category Zooò developing under the aegis of Zoo Authority 

of Tamilnadu (ZAT). The Zoo is managed by Tamil Nadu Forest Department under Salem Forest Division. 

Located amidst reserve forest in foothills of Shevaroys (Eastern Ghats) the Park is well wooded and offers a 

forest ambience. The natural vegetation of the area consists of mixed dry deciduous forests & scrubs. 

Initially opened to public as a Forest Recreation Centre in the year 1976 by Tamilnadu Forest Department 

under Salem Circle. Later on, this centre was setup as a small museum in 1981, on 11.5 hectares of reserve 

forest land. With its rudiment legacy as a public recreation centre this Park has slowly transitioned over a period 

of four decades, from a menagerie to a small modern zoo, only recently. Existing area of the Zoo is 31.73 ha 

and vast area of land is available for future expansion. 

The Tamil Nadu State Government had constituted a State Zoo Authority known as Zoo Authority of Tamil 

Nadu (ZAT) on 03.12.2004. It is a registered Society under Tamil Nadu Societies Registration Act, 1975.The 

Governing Board of ZAT was reconstituted on 06.03.2013 to administer the zoological parks more effectively 

under G.O. No.23 Environment and Forests. The Order sought to include all zoos & butterfly park managed 

by Department of Forests under the ambit of ZAT for facilitating development and maintenance of all the zoos 

in a self-sustaining manner by receiving and utilizing funds from different Government and Non-Government 

sources. 

As on 31.03.2018, Kurumbapatti Zoological Park is one of the nine recognized zoos functioning in the State 

of Tamil Nadu including zoos managed by NGOôs and Civic bodies. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Partial view of the Zoo & its Surrounds with Shevaroys Hills in the backdrop 
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VISION  OF THE ZOO:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

ñWe envision to be one of the best regional zoos in the 

State providing enriching experiences on nature 

connectedness and passion for natural world 

conservation drawing inspiration from nature 

conservation activities and rooted beliefs in 

safeguarding nature across Peninsular Indiaò 

 

 

 

 

Portrayal animal cultural heritages in Salem district, Tamil Nadu. 

. 
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MISSION OF THE ZOO:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ñWe shall strive to create nature immersive exhibits for our 

faunal collection and provide them with best health care and 

welfare possible. Our interpretative signages shall be based 

on living legacy of natural heritages found across 

Peninsular India fostering education on myriads of nature 

conservation set in the cultural context of Deccan region to 

impress upon the ethnic diversity of Salem Regionò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Naturalistic Exhibit of Sambar Deer at the Zoo 

. 

Hills of boulders are a common feature of the 

landscape on Deccan Plateau 
Culture and Heritage of South India 


