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1 REPORT OF THE OFFICER-IN-CHARGE 
 

 The Annual Report of the Zoological Garden, Alipore, Kolkata for the year 2017-18 is 
published with a hope of sustainable development. New enclosures were constructed to 
house Kangaroos, Jaguar; Leopard with glass viewing facilities and of Mouse Deer, and 
Burdwan House was remodelled to house Lion and Lioness. All the new enclosures and 
remodelled enclosures were inaugurated by IƻƴΩōƭŜ Minister Janab Firhad Hakim, Minister 
for Urban Development and the Minister for Municipal Affairs in the Government of West 
Bengal and Sri Binay Krishna Barman, Minister of Forests, Govt. of West Bengal. This Zoo has 
achieved tremendous successes on captive breeding of all three types of Pythons available 
in India, viz., Reticulated Python, Burmese Python and Indian Rock Python during the year 
ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ǘŀǘŜ !ƴƛƳŀƭ ƻŦ ²Ŝǎǘ .ŜƴƎŀƭΩΣ CƛǎƘƛƴƎ 
Cat  as well as Mouse Deer this year. All those animals belong to Schedule-I under Wild life 
(Protection) Act, 1972. 
 

        Constant sincere effort was made to maintain the animal health of the Zoo. A Zoo 
Biologist and Zoo educator were appointed during this financial year to monitor the records, 
enclosure enrichment, behavioural data of the inmates etc and fulfil educational objectives 
of the Zoo respectively. 
      

        Fascinating greenery, gardening and Landscaping and several numbers of Water 

Fountains, installed in the natural lake added attraction to the visitors of the Zoo and 

because of these, annual footfall during this financial year was raised to 35,41,985.   

The Annual Report for the year 2017-18 of Zoological Garden, Alipore provides all 

zoo enthusiasts and others about various aspects of management as well as developmental 

activities undertaken in the zoo.  I am optimistic that Zoological Garden, Alipore will 

continue to develop and grow as one of the best managed zoos of the country in times to 

come. 

Above all, I extend my thanks to Sri Chandan Sinha, IAS, Principle Secretary to the Govt. of 

WB, Department opf Forestes, Sri N.K. Pandey, IFS, Principle Chief Conservator of Forests 

and HoFF, WB, Sri R.K. Sinha, IFS, Principle Chief Conservator of Forests, Wild life and Chief 

Wild life Warden, WB, Sri V.K. Yadav, IFS, Addl Principle Chief Conservator of Forests and 

Member Secretary, WBZA and also all senior officers of Department of Forests, Govt. of WB 

AND CZA for their support and co-operation in successful managing Zoological Garden, 

Alipore in a best possible manner under the given situation. 

I also extend my thanks to all the officers and staff of Zoological Garden, Alipore. 

With warm regards. 

Asis Kumar Samanta  

          Director                                                                                  

Zoological Garden, Alipore 



 
 

3 
 

2 HISTORY OF THE ZOO 

 

Since establishment of the Zoological Garden, 

Alipore on 24th September, 1875, Zoo has passed 

through several phases. Initially, the citizens of 

Kolkata at that time came forward with generosity in 

the process of establishing the Zoo with financial 

help and they also donated animals from their 

collections to the zoo. 

        Then land development started and some 

animal houses were constructed to house animals. 

άaǳƭƭƛŎƪ IƻǳǎŜέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ½ƻƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ  wŀƧŀ 

Rajendra Mullick Bahadur, the first Indian donor.  

The park was initially run by an honorary managing committee which included Schwendler and the 

famous botanist George King. The first Indian superintendent of the zoo was Ram Brahma Sanyal, 

who did much to improve the standing of the Alipore Zoo and achieved good captive 

breeding success in an era when such initiatives were rarely heard of. One such success story of the 

zoo was a live birth of the rare Sumatran Rhinoceros in 1889. The next pregnancy in captivity 

occurred at the Cincinnati Zoo in 1997, but ended with a miscarriage. Cincinnati Zoo finally recorded 

a live birth in 2001. Alipore Zoo was a pioneer among zoos in the 19th century and the early part of 

the 20th century under Sanyal, who published the first handbook on captive animal keeping.  The 

zoo had an unusually high scientific standard for its time, and the record of the Cladotaenia genus 

(Cohn, 1901) of parasites are based upon cestodes (flatworm) found in an Australian bird that died 

at the zoo. 

Fowls and pheasants were kept within this house and they started to breed as early as in 

February,1876. Followed by Mullick House, Burdwan House presently known as open air moated 

enclosure for lions, was constructed at a cost of  Rs.35,000/-, the entire amount of which was 

donated by the Maharaja of  Burdwan. Gradually other animal houses / enclosures came into being 

and named after their donors. 

       After the establishment of Central Zoo Authority in India in the year 1992, open air moated 

enclosures for primates, white tiger, Indian elephants , Indian lions and mugger, Gharial & Salt water 

crocodile were constructed with the financial help of Central Zoo Authority. During this period, 

remodelling of open air moated enclosure for hippopotamus was also carried out with the financial 

assistance of Government of West Bengal. 

       Since shifting of management of the Zoological Garden, Alipore from the Management 

Committee to the West Bengal Zoo Authority in the month of August, 2009, several developmental 

activities started at the Zoo and because of those activities face of the zoo changed enormously. 

{ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻǳǘƭƛǾŜŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƭƛƪŜ ά9ŎƘƛŘƴŀ IƻǳǎŜέΣ ά.ŀƭŀǊŀƳ IƻǳǎŜέ Σ άYƛƻǎƪ IƻǳǎŜέΣ άWǳƴƎƭŜ Cƻǿƭ 

9ƴŎƭƻǎǳǊŜέ Σ ά/ŀǘ /ŀƎŜέΣ ά[Ŝŀƴǘƻ {ƘŜŘέ ŜǘŎΦ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜƳƻƭƛǎƘŜŘ.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_King_(botanist)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ram_Brahma_Sanyal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Captive_breeding
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Captive_breeding
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sumatran_rhinoceros
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cincinnati_Zoo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cestoda
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List of Superintendents and Directors of the 
Zoological Garden, Alipore 

 

Year Name 

Superintendent 

1880 Shri  R. B. Sanyal 

1908 Shri  B. K. Bose 

1930 Shri  S. Ganguli 

1935 Shri  N. N. Banerjee 

1939 Shri  R. N. Bose (offg.) 

1941 Khan  Sahib S. M. Yakub Khan 

1949 Dr. R. K. Lahiri 

!964 Shri S. N. Chatterjee (offg.) 

Director 

1965 Dr. R. K. Lahiri 

1969 Shri S. N. Chatterjee (offg.) 

1970 Shri S. S. Mondal, IFS 

1975 Dr. A.N.Guha 

1980 Shri A. K. Das 

01.09.2001 Dr. S. K. Chaudhuri (offg.) 

27.06.2003 Dr. S. K. Chaudhuri 

10.08.2009 Shri Raju Das, IFS 

25.07.2011 Dr. S. K. Chaudhuri 

01.12.2011 Shri  Soumitra Dasgupta, IFS 

13.12.2011 Shri Rohit Tiwari, IFS 

16.04.2012 Shri Niraj Singhal, IFS 

01.09.2012 DR. K. L. Ghosh, IFS 

13.06.2013 Shri V. K. Yadav, IFS 

12.08.2013 DR. K. L. Ghosh, IFS 

16.10.15 Asis Kumar Samanta,IFS 
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3 VISION 

 

            To provide future direction for modernization & upgradation of the Zoological Garden, 

Alipore  to such extent that in spite of being one of the oldest Zoos of India , it can be at par 

with one of the best Zoos of the country. For that purpose the available resources, planned 

breeding, research etc. would be the essential tools keeping in mind the constraints, limitations 

and inherent challenges of an old Zoo.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Obelisk of Richard Carl Louis Schwendler 

Member of the first Managing Committee 
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4 MISSION 

 

            The mission ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ½ƻƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ DŀǊŘŜƴΣ !ƭƛǇƻǊŜ ƛǎ ά/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƛƭŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ from India 

and abroad with special reference to the wet land fauna and education & research for 

sustainable conservation of wild fauna which are under severe threat due to biotic interferenceέΦ 

 

 

Sir Joteendro Mohun Tagore Library 
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5 OBJECTIVES OF THE ZOO 

 

      It is intended to develop this zoo on modern lines in conformity with the National Zoo 

Policy, 1998 with the following objectives in mind:           

i)   Make Alipore Zoo a conservation breeding centre of prominence in India with focus on 

species of the region with special emphasis on wetland fauna. 

ii)  Make the zoo a centre for conservation and awareness for the visiting public, particularly 

the young ones, taking advantage of the large visitation of the metropolis and the surrounding 

region. 

iii)  To initiate and conduct the research on wildlife in captivity and to disseminate the results 

thereof to other captive animal facilities for conservation of animals in this wild.  

 

 

Nature Information Centre 
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6 ABOUT US 

Sl. No. Particulars Information 

Basic Information About The Zoo 

1.  Name of the Zoo Zoological Garden, Alipore, Kolkata. 

2.  Year of Establishment 1875 

3.  Address of the Zoo 2 No. Alipore Road, 

Kolkata 700 027 

West Bengal, India 

4.  State West Bengal 

5.  Telephone Number +91 33 2479 1150  

+91 33 2439 9391 

6.  Fax Number +91 33 2479 1585 

7.  E mail Address Director:  director@kolkatazoo.in 

 

Deputy Director: dydir@kolkatazoo.in 

 

Assistant Director: astdir@kolkatazoo.in 

8.  Website http://www.kolkatazoo.in  

9.  Distance From 

nearest 

Airport: 17.4 km 

Railway Station: 7 km 

Bus Stand: 0 km 

10.  Recognition valid up 

to (Date) 

30/11/2018 

11.  Category of the Zoo Large 

12.  Area ( in Acre) 18.81 Ha. 

13.  No. of Visitors 

(Financial Year) 

Adult :  3197081 

Children : 344904 
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Total Indian : 3541985 

Total Foreigners : 100 

Total Visitors :  3542085 

Aquarium Visitors :  169441 

14.  ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ CŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ 

Available in Zoo 

Proper Toilets, Resting Sheds at different locations, 

Decorative Benches, Drinking Water etc. 

15.  Weekly Closure Day 

of the zoo 

Thursday 

Management Personnel of the Zoo 

16.  Name with Designation 

of the Officer-In-Charge 

Asis Kumar Samanta, IFS 
Director 

Name of the Veterinary 

Officer 

Dr. Shivaji Bhattacharya, Dr. Chayan Bhattacharya, Dr. 

Pankaj Kumar 

Name of the Curator   Nill 

Name of the Biologist Smt. Tania Chatterjee 

Name of the 

Educational Officer 

Smt. Anuradha Dutta 

Name of the 

Compounder/Lab 

Assistant 

Shri Rabindranath Maity 

Owner/ Operator of the Zoo 

17.  Name of the Operator Department of Forests, Government of West Bengal & 

West Bengal Zoo Authority 

18.  Address of the Operator 
 Aranya Bhawan,  Block-LA-10A, Sector ς III, Salt Lake 
City, Kolkata ς 700106, West Bengal 
 

19.  Contact details/ Phone 

number of Operator 

Phone: +91 33 23355011 (EPABX), 033-2335-8755 

FAX: +91 33 23350012 

20.  E mail Address of 

Operator 

mswbza@gmail.com, wbzooauthority@yahoo.in  
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7 ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 

 

STAFF PATTERN 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                               

  

                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                     

 

                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                           

 

           

 

 

Note:- Security personnel and cleaning personnel deployed through outsourcing agency. 

 

 

 

Director 

Administration & Development Record Keeping, Education and 
Research 
 Zoo Biologist, Zoo Educator 

Establishment and Account Healthcare and Up-
keepment 
Veterinary Officer 

Deputy Director 

Assistant Director 

Head Clerk Stenographer 

U.D.C. Accountant 

Office Assistant 

Darwan Peon Karmabondhu 

Store Keeper 
(Feed Store) 

Animal 
Attendant 

Peon 

Zoo 
Dietician 

Zoo 
Supervisor 

Garden 
Supervisor 

Sanitary 
Supervisor 

Animal  
Keeper 

Gate 
Supervisor 
/ Tkt Clerk 

Mali 
Mazdoor 

Electrician Plumber Mason Carpenter Aquarium 
Supervisor 

Tank 
Attendant 

Security 
Officer 

Works 
Section 

Assistant Engineer (Civil) 

Sub Assistant Engineer (Civil) Sub Assistant Engineer (Electrical) 

Works Assistant 
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8 HUMAN RESOURCES 
Manpower of the Zoological Garden, Alipore 

Sl. No. Designation Number of  sanctioned Post Name of the Incumbent 

1 Director 1 Asis Kumar Samanta, IFS 

2 Deputy Director 1 Dr. Piyali Chattopadhyay 

3 Asst. Director 1 Pradip Kumar Datta 

4 Zoo Biologist 1 Tania Chatterjee 

5 Zoo Educator 1 Anuradha Dutta 

6 Head Clerk 1 1 

7 Accountant 1 1 

8 Stenographer 1 1 

9 Cashier 1 1 

10 Upper Division Clerk 2 2 

11 Store- Keeper 1 1 

12 Lower Division 
Clerk 

7 0 

13 Demonstrator 1 0 

14 Assistant Demonstrator. 1 0 

15 Cash Collecting Sarkar 1 0 

16 Librarian 1 0 

17 Assistant Librarian 1 0 

18 Gate Supervisor 1 1 

19 Ticket Clerk 16 6 

20 Asst. Engineer 1 1 

21 Sub-Assistant Engineer (Civil ) 2 1 

22 Sub-Assistant Engineer (Electrical) 1 1 

23 Works Assistant 2 1 

24 Fitter 1 0 

25 Carpenter 1 0 

26 Assistant Wireman 1 1 

27 Mason 1 1 

28 Pumpman 1 0 

29 Veterinary Surgeon 3 3 

30 Technical Assistant 1 0 

31 Field Assistant 1 1 

32 Peon 7 6 

33 Sweeper 5 3 

34 Label Writer 1 0 

35 Animal Supervisor. 2 2 

36 Head Keeper 4 4 

37 Senior Keeper  6 6 

38 Junior Keeper 54 30 

39 Head Mali 1 1 

40 Mate -Mali 3 3 

41 Mali Mazdoor 64 23 

42 Head Durwan 3 1 

43 Mate Durwan 3 2 

44 Durwan 55 1 

45 Curator of Aquarium 1 0 

46 Aquarium Supervisor 1 0 

47 Tank Attendent 6 2 
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9 CAPACITY BUILDING OF ZOO PERSONNEL 

 

Sl.No.  Name and designation of the 
Zoo personnel 

Subject matter of 
Training 

Period of Training Name of the 
Institution 
where the 
training 

attended 

1. Veterinary Officers, Field Staff 
of Zoos in West Bengal 

Training for 
Tranquilisation 

29th to 30th 
May,2017 

Zoological 
Garden, Alipore 

2. Dr. Shivaji Bhattacharya, 
Veterinary Officer 

Animal Health 
Management and 
Veterinary 
Wildlife Medicine 

16.09.2017 to 
19.09.2017 

Central Zoo 
Authority, New 
Delhi 

3. Director, Ex-officio Director, 
other officers, Veterinary 
Officers, Zoo Biologist & other 
staff of different Zoos 

Workshop on 
Enrichment of 
Animal Enclosures 

30th to 31st 
January, 2018 

Zoological 
Garden, Alipore 

4. Somnath Guli Majhi, Junior 
Keeper 

CZA Vision 2030 20.03.2018 to 
25.03.2018 

Nandankanan 
Zoological Park, 
Bhubaneswar, 
Odisha 

 

 

Training Programme on Tranquilisation 

 


