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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT SL FORESTS

NOTIFICATION

New Delh , the 4th Augutt, 1992

G.S.R. 71KE).—In exercise of the powers conferred by
clauses (f) and (g) of sub-section (i) of Section 63 of the
Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 (53 of 1972), the Central
Government hereby makes 'he following mles, namely :—

1. Short title and commencement.—-(1) These rules may
be called the Recognition of Zoo Rules, 1992.

(.2) They shall come into force on the date of their pub-
lication in the Official Gazette,

Definitions In these rules, unless the context otherwiso
requires,—

(a) "Act" means the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972
(53 of 1972);

(b) "Enclosure" means any accommodation provided
for Zoo animals;

(.c) "Enclosure barrier" means a physical barrier to
conta'n an animal within an enclosure;

(d) "Endangered species" means species included in
Schedule I of the Act;

(e) "Form" means a form sctforth in Appendix A to
these rules;

(f) "Performing purposes" means any effort to force
the animal to carry out unnatural act including per-
formance of circus tricks;

(g) "Stand-of barrier" means a physical barrier set
back from the outer edge of an enclosure barrier;

(h) "Zoo operator*' means the person who has ultimate
control over the affairs of the Zoo provided that—

(i) in the case of a linn or other association of in-
dividuals, any one of the individual partners or
members thereof shall be deemed to lie the Zoo
operator;

(ii) in the case of a company, any director, manager,
secretary or other officer, who ii in-charge of and
responsible to the company for the affairs of the
zoo shall be deemed to be the Zoo operator;

(iii) in the case of a iroo owned or contiolled by the
Central Government or any State Government,
or any local authorily, the person or persons ap-
pointed to manage the affairs of the 700 by th«
Central Government, the State Government or
the local authority, as the case may be shall b*
deemed to be (he Zoo operator.

3. Application [or recognition.—An application under sec-
tion 38H of the Act for recognition of a 700 shall be made
to the Central Zoo Authority in Form A.

4. Fees for application.—(a) There shall be paid in reipect
of every application under rule 3 a fee of Rupees fiva
hundred.

(b) The amount of the fee shall be paid through Demand
Draft|Postal Order(») in favour of the Central Zoo Autho-
rity, New Delh1.

5. Documents to be filed alongwith the application and
puiticulurs it should contain.—Every application shall be
accompanied by the prescribed fee aad shall contain clear
particulars as to the matters specified in Form A.

6. Power to make inquiries and call for information.—
Before granting recognition 10 a zoo under section 38 H of
the Act, the Central Zoo Authority may make such inquiries
and require such further information to be furnished, as it
0»emi necessary, relating to the information furnished by
Ihe zoo in its application in Form A.

7. Form of lecognition.—The recognition granted to a
zoo shall be subject to the following conditions, namely:—

(a) that the recogmVon unless granted on a permanent
basis, shall be for such period not less than one
year as may be specified in the recognition;

(b) that the zoo shall comply with such standards and
norms as are or may be prescribed or imposed
under the provisions of the Act and these rule*
from time to time.

8. Renewal of recognition,—(a) Three months before the
expiry of the period of recognition, a recognised zoo desirous
of renewal of such recognition may make an application to
the Central Zoo Authority in Form A.

(b) The provisions of rules 3, rule 4, rule 5, rule 6 and
rule 7 shall apply In relation to renewnl of recognition as
they apply in relation to grant of recognition except ttat,
the fee payable in respect of un application for renewal of
recognition shall be rupees *wo hundred.
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Chn-fbzrion of 2009!-For ths purposes of 'landing standards and norms for recognition of zoos and
moniorting and evaluating their performance, the zoos, on the basis of the area, number of animals and their variety
exhibited, and the nurabar of visitors, shall bs classified into four categories as specified below :

Category of the Zoo

Area of the zoo in hectares

Number of animals exhibited

— Animals variety exhibited

Number of endangored species exhibited

Annual Attendance of visitors per year

Large

More than

75 hectare

More than
750

More than

75 numbers

More than
15

More than

7.5 lakhs

Medium

50—75

hectare

500—750

50—75

numbers

10—15

5—7.5

lakhs

Small

20—50

hectare

200—499

20—49

numbers

5—9

2—5

lakhs

Mini

Less than

20 hectare

200

20

numbers

Less than
5

Less than

2 00 lakhs

10. Standards and norms subject to which recognition
under section 38H of the Act shall be granted.—The Central
Zoo Authority shall grant .'ccosnttion with due regard to
the interests of pro ection and conservation of wild life, and
such standards, norms and other matters as are specified
below :—•

GENERAL

(1) The pr'mary objective of operating any zoo shall be
the conservation of wildlife and LO ?OO shall take up any
activity that is inconsistent with this objec ive,

(2) No zoo shall acquire any animal in violat'on of the
Act or ruins mfrfp fVroinrier.

(3) No zoo shall allow any animal to bo subjected to the
cruelties as defined under the Prevention of Cruelty fo
Animals Act. 1960 (59 of 1960) or permit any activity
that exposes the animals to unnecessary pain, stress or pro-
vocation, includ ng use of .inimul for performing purpose*.

(4).No zoo shall use any unimal, other than the elephants
In plains and yalk in hilly areas for riding purposes or
draughting any vehicle.

(5) No zoo shall keep any animal chained or tcelhered
unless doing so is essent'al for its own well being.

(6) No zoo shall exhibit any animal that is seriously sick,
injured or infirm.

(7) Each zoo shall bo closed to visitors at least once a
week.

(8) Each zoo shall be encompassed by a perimeter wall
•with at least two metres height from the ground level. The
existing zoos in the nature of safarics and deer paiks will
continue" to have chain link, fence of appropriate design and
dimensions.

(9) The zoo operators shall provide a clean and healthy
environment n the zoo by planting trees, creating green
belts and providing lawns and flower bed etc.

(10) The built up area in any zoo shall not excesd twenty
five per cent of f,he fotal area of the /oo. The built up area
includes administrative buildings, stores, hospitals, restau-
rants, kiosks and visitor rest sheds etc., animal houses and

paci-a roads.
1975 GI/9I—2

(11) No zoo shall have the residential complexes for tho
staff within the main campus of the zoo. Such complex, if
any, shall be separated from fhe nmin campus of lhe zoo by
a boundary wall with a minimum height of two metres from
the ground level.

ADMINISTRATIVE AND STAFFING PATTERN

(12) F.vsry zoo shall have one full-time officer in-charjp
of the zoo. The said officer shall be delegated adequate ad-
ministrativa and financial powers as may be necessary for
proper upkeep and care of zoo animals.

(13) Every large and medium zoo shall have at least one
full-timi curator having the sole responsibility of looking
ri'er >!:e upLsep of animals and maintenance of animal
encloiurcs.

(14) Each largo zoo shall have at least two full-timo
veterinarians and medium and small zoo shall have at least
am full-time veternarian. Tho mini zoo may at least have
arrangement with any outside veterinarian for visiting the zOo
every day to look after the animah.

ANIMAL ENCLOSURES—DESIGN, DIMENSIONS AND
OTHER ESSENTIAL FEATURES

(15) All animals enclosures in a zoo shall be so designed
as to fully ensure the safety of uniraals, caretakers and ihtt
visitors. Stand of barriers and adequate warning signs shall bo
provided for keeping the visitors at a safe distance from the
animals.

(16) All animal enclosures in a 200 shall be so dcijtrtsd 85
to meet the full biological requirements of tho animus housed
therein. Tho enclosures shall be of such size a.> 10 ensure
that the animal*get space for their frde movement â id exer-
cise and the animals within hsrd<i and groups are not un-
duly dominated by individuals. The too operators shall take
adequate safeguards to avoid th: animals b"ing unnaturally
provoked for the benefit of viewing by public and excessive
streis being caused by visibility of the animals in the adjoining
enclosures.

(17) The roo operators shall endeavour to simulate the
conditions of the natural habitat of the animal in lhe en-
closures as closely a? possible. Planting of appropriate Species
of trees for providing shadr and constructing shelters which
would merpe in the overall environment of the enclosure*
shall also be iprovided. Wherever it is technically feasible,

only moats shall be- provided as enclosure barriers.
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(18> The enclosures housing the endangered mammalian
species, mentiontd in Appendix I to these rules, shall have
feeding and retiring cubicles|ccll of minimum dimensions
given in the said appendix. Hach cubic|ocll shall have resting,
feeding, drinking water and exercising facilities, according to
trie biological needs of the species. Separate accommodation
shall bo provided for pregnant animals. Proper ventilation
and arrangements for removal of excreta 'and residual water
be provided in sach cell|cubicle|cnclosure.

(19) Proper arrangement of drainage of excess of water
and arrangements for removal of excreta and residual water
from each ce!I]cubiclc|enclosure shall be made.

(20) Designing of any new enclosure for endangered
species shall be finalized in consultation with the Central
Zoo Authority.

HYGIENE, FEEDING AMD UPKEEP

(21) Every zoo shall ensure timely supply of wholesome
and unadulterated food in sufficient quantity to each animal
nccording to the requirement of the individual animals, so
that no animal remains undernourished.

(22) Every zoo shall provide for a proper waste disposal
system for treating both the solid and liquid wastes generaed
in the zoos.

(23) All left over food items, animal excreta and rubbish
eJTall be removed from each enclosure regularly and disposed
of in a manner congenial to the general cleanliness of the
zoo.

(24) The zoo operators shall make available round the
clock supply of potable water lor drinking purposes in each
cell|enclosurc|cub cle.

(25) Periodic application of disinfacUnts in eacli enclosure
shall be made according to the directions of the authorised
veterinary officer of the 700.

ANMAJ. CARE, HEALTH AND TREATMENT

(26) The animals shall be handled only by the staff having
experience and training in handling the individual animals.
Every care shall be taken to avoid discomfort, bchavorial
stress or physical harm to any animal.

(27) The condition and health of all animals in the zoo
shall be checked every day by the person in-chargo of
their carp. If any 'animal is found wck. minted or unduly
stressed the matter shall be reported to the veterinary officer
for providing treatment expeditious!/.

(28) Routine examination including parasite checks shall
be carried out regularly aiid preventive med'eines including
vaccination be administered at such intervals as may be de-
cided by the authorised veterinary officers.

(29) The zoo operators shall arrange for medical check-ups
of the stnff responsible for upkeep of animals at least once
in every six months to ensure that they da not have infec-
tions of such diseases that can infect the zoo animals.

00) Each zoo shall maintain animal history sheets and
treatment card in respect of each animal of endangered spe-
cies, identified by *he Central Zoo Authority.

VETERINARY FACILITIES

6 l ) Every largo and medium zoo shall have full-fledged
veterinary facilities including a properly equipped veterinary
hospital, basic diagnostic facilities and comprehensive range
of drug) Each veterinary hospital shall have fsolation and
quarantine wards for newly arriving animals and sick unimals.
Those wards should be so located as to minimise the chance*
of infections spreading to other animals of the zt>o.

(32) Each Veterinary hospital shall have facilities for res-
training and handling sick animals including tranquilizing
equipments and syringe projector. The hospital shall also
have a reference library on animal health care and upkeep.

(33) The small and mini zoos, where full-fledged veterinary
hospital is not available, shall have at least a treatment room
in the premises of the zoo where routine examination of
animals can be undertaken and immediate treatment can be
provided.

(34) Every zoo shall ha\c a post-mortem room. Any animal
that dies in a zoo shall be subjected to a detailed post-mortem
and the findings recorded and maintained for a period of at
least six years.

(35) Each 200 shall have a graveyard where the carcasses
of dead animals can be buried without affecting tho hygiene
and the cleanliness of the zou. The largo and medium zoos
shall have an inscinerators for disposal of the carcasses and
other refuse material.

BREEDING OF ANIMALS

(361 Every zoo shall formulate a programme for captrv*
brccJ.nH of only vucli uiiiniu's w* are appioved by the Central
Zoo Authority for that zoo. They shall abide by the guide-
lines and directives of the Central Zoo Authority in this
regard.

(27) Lvery s.w> ihall keep the animals in viable, social
groups. No animal will be kept without a mate for a period
exceeding one year unless there is a legitimate reason for
doing so or the animal has already passed its prime and is
of no use for breeding purposes. In the event of a 700
failing to find a mate for any single animal within this period,
tli^. animal shall be shifted to some other place according
to "the directions of the Central Zoo Authority.

(38) No zoo shall be- allowed to acquire a single animal
of any variety except when doing so is essential either for
find'nn H mute Inr ibc single animal hou~ed in the -laid voo
or for exchange of blood in a captive breeding group,

(39) Every zoo shall take up regular exchange programmes
of UHMXICN so us to prevent tht: traits or ill effects of in
I "„. .!> fo achieve Ihh objective each rvo sh.'ll mafitain
a stud book in icspcct of every endangered species.

(40) To safeguard Jtgainst uncontrolled growth in the popu-
lation of jrtil'fic.illy b'eeding animaLs, evi-ry zoo shall imple-
ment appropriate population control measures like separation
ot sexes, .steriii/nti^n, vat.cctomy, tubectomy nnd implanting
of pallets etc.

(41) No zoo shall permit hybridization either between
d;ffcrcnt speciei of anmidls or different races of the same
species of animals.

MAINTENANCE OF RfcCORDS AND SUBMISSION OP
INVENTORY TO THE CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY

(42) Every zoo shall keep a record of the birth acquisitions,
sales, disposals nnd deaths of all animals. The inventory
of the animali housed in each zoo as on 31st March of
avery year shall ':>« Biihroitled to the Central Zoo Authority
by 30th April of the same year.

(43) Every zoo shall also submit a brief summary of tho
death of animals in tlic zoo fcr every financial year, along*
with f.he rcfcons of death identified on the bn-Js of post-
mortem reports and other diagnostic tests, by 30th April of
the following year.

(44) Every zoo shall publish an annual report of th»
activities of the zoo in respect of each financial year. Th«
copy of the said annual rcpoit shall be made available to
the Central 7oo Authority, within two months, after tho
end of the financial yc;ir. The report shall also be made-
available to the general public flt a reasonable cost.

EDUCATION AND RESEARCH

(45) Every enclosure in a zoo shall hear a sign board
displaying the scientific information regarding the animals
exhibited in it.

(46) Every zoo shall publish leaflets, brouchers and ffuide
bonks and make the same available to the visitors either
free of cost or at a reasonable price.
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;4?) lfc'%*'} l.:r»c ;md mcdiun zoo shall m;iie arnmgementi
fut rfffWiluji; in wiit<ng, the detailed observation* ahout ihe
biological behaviour, population dynamics and veterinary c.ire
Qf the ajiinrals exhibited as per direction!) of the Central Zoo
Authority w thul a detailed duta bwse could be developed.
The data bi»ic Nhall be exchanged with othei zoos ;is well
JS Ihe Central Zoo Authcrity,

V1SIIOK FACILITIES

148) Hit 7(io operators shall provide adequate civic faci-
lities lit* toilets, visitor &heds, and drinking water points at
convenient placet- iii the zoo for visitors.

(49) Firei-aid equipments including anti-venom shall be
readily available in (he premises of the zoo.

(50} Arr>jri£ements shall be made to provide access to the
700 feir <J>MbIed visitors including those in the wheel chair.

D E V E I J O P M E N T AND PLANNING

(31) Each ztw shall prepare a long-term master plan for iU
,development. The zoo shall also prepare a management plan,
giving detail:, of the proposal and activities of development
for next nix years. The copies of the said plans shall be
sriM h> Iht Central 7oo Authority,

APPENDIX A

APPI It AT I ON FOR GETTING RECOGNITION FROM
TUF CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY UNDFR

SECTION 38H (wb-wction 2)

f ORM-A

To,

The MLmher-.Seciel.il>,
Ccnlial /oo Aulhoiity ol India,

New Delhi.

We want to get recognition under section 38H of the Wild
Life (Protection) Act, 1972 in respect of ——-——

— ———. Bank draft/Pcstal
Order for Rs. 500 drawn in favoui of Central "Zoo Authority
is also enclosed, The required information in respect ol

— ~ is as under :

1. Name of the Zoo :

2. Location of the Zoo and Aieu :

3. Date of establishment :

4. Name of controlling nuthoiity'

Onerutoi :

5. Total number of visitors lo the zoo
during the last three years :

(Year-wise)

6. Total number of days on which zoo is
open to visilois during a calendar year;

7. Number of sniimjli exhibited by the 700 :

Number of
species
exhibited

Stock
position
on the
close of
preceding
year

Stock position during the
current financial year
Births Acquisitions Deaths Disposals Stock

a< on the
date of
application

MAMM M S
BIRDS
HEPTDJKS
AMPHIBIAN^

FISHES AND
OTHEE
11WWJTPBHATES

K. Total number of enclosures :

(,i) Open air moated oncltwiirci.

(ii) Clewed cages/aviaries.

9. List qt endangered species bred dining !»n 3 ye»n

10. Veterinary f»cflltim :

(a) Whole time vetcruwiian i\
available or not

ib) Facilities available in tlie Vetaiinaiy Hospital:

(a) Operation theatre SUigical ro«m.

(b) X-ray fttefliiy.

ft) Squeeze cwgs«.

(d) lodocr psttant waid.

(t) fjuftrautrne warrd.

ff) Df?peins£(r\'

1"»75 *111*>3—3

<C> Nursery for hand-reuiing
animal babieo.

(h; Pathological laboratoiy.

<)"/ Tranquilising equiprrrants/drugs.

11. Whether the following facilities exist in thc Zoo:

(i> Kitthcn

d'U Feod stoie

<iii) Deep Freeze

(i») Potable water facility

(v) Food distribution V«n/Rfckshaw etc.

12, Sanitary c«re «nd disease cortlrol :
whether—

(i) Polluiion free water to unimuK
for drinking is av»iliW« ?

(ii) PKiper drainaf* sy^tom eil«ls in enclosures?

(iu> Kesulur di.ipooal of leflise niatctiul i> dune'

(iv| ProgFtmvno for control of fHfit<i and pjiutfatorj tfiiiilti?

(v> Pre*eTitive mraisurtN lite dcworminc and vaci;fj»»fi&n

are belnr provided?
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13. Amenities to visitors :

Whether—

it) Public facilities like toilets, bathrooms ctist ?

(b) Sufficient number of drinking water taps uwii ;ble '?

(c) Visitors sheds at reasonable distances are available ?

(d) Visitor information centre and nature interpretation centre exist

(c) Zoo Education facilities have been provided I

(f) Public telephone booths are available ?

(g) Kiosks and Restaurants are available it the /oo ?

14. Safety measures for visitors

Whether—

(a) Effective stand-off barriers ha\c been provided around enclosures ?

(b) Adequate number of warning sign boards exist ?

(c) First-Aid measures are available ?

15. Budget of the Zoo for last 3 years
Revenue Grants1 Total expenditure

16. Annual Report, Guide books, Brochure any other publication (copies enclosed)

17. Master plan of the Zoo (copy enclosed)

APPENOfX—L

MINIMUM PRESCRIBED SIZE FOR FFiEDlNG/RETIRINC- CUBICLE/ENCLOSURES FOR
IMPORTANT MAMMALIAN SPECIES OF CAPTIVL ANIMALS

Name of the Species

1

Family—Felidac :
Tiber and lions.
Panther
Clouded leopard & snow leopard
Small cats
Family—Elcphantidae
Elephant
Family—Rhinoccrotidae
One-horned Indian Rhinoceros
Family—Cervidae
Brow untlered deer
Hangul
Swamp deer
Musk deer
Mouse deer
Family—Bovidae
Nflgi'ri tahr
Chintafft

Size of the cubicle/enclosure length x breadth •>
height in met_rs>

2,75x1.80x3.000
2.00x1.50x2.00
2.00x1.50x2.00

1.80x1.50x1.50

8.0x6.0x5.5

50x3Ox? 5

3.0x2.0x2.5
3.0x2,0x2.5
3 0x2.0x2.5
2.5x1.5x2.0
1.5x1.0x1.5

2.5x1.5x2.0
2.5xl.':ix2.O
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1

Four horned unlilope
Wild Buffalo

Indian Biason
Yak

Bharat, goral. wild sheqi and Markhor
Family —ELJUIXIC
Wild Ass

F a m i l y - U i liJa--

AH types of Indian bears
Family— dmiiKiu
JackaJ, Wolf k Wild d-»:

Family—Vivirridao
Palmeivet

Large Indian Civcl & BiiUurong
Family—Muslcllidae
Otters all types

Ratel/Hogi badger
Martens

Family—Pracy onid.tc
Red Panda

Family—Lorisidae
Slow loris and Slonder Ions

Family—Ccfco^itlicciuac
Monkeys and langurs

->

2.5x1.5x2.0
3.0x1.5x2.0
3.0x2,0x2.5
4.0x2.0x2 ^
2.5x1.5x2.0

4.0x2,0x2.5

2 . 5 x 1 . 8 x 2 . 0

2.0x l,5x 1.5

2.0x1.0x1.0
2.0x1.5x1.0

2.5x1.5x1.0
2.5x1.5x1.0
2.0x1.5x1.0

3.0x 1.5x1.0

l.Ox I.Ox 1.5

2.0x1.0x1.5

[F.No. 6-3/91-WL.I]
S S . HASURKAR, Jt . Secy.
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